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Holyoke gets its Irish up 
for the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. 


Being Black 
Frank Black’s The Cult of 
Ray finds him large 
and in charge. 


Being Mad! 
Catch the best of George Miller's 
“UMass Hoops’ and our 
64-team tournament brackets 
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Nobody sleeps better than 
Hamelin’s futon customers. 


Why? Because Hamelin Furniture offers only the 
best in futons—Gold Bond, the industry leader 
since the time your great grandparents purchased 
their first feather bed. Gold Bond is the the indus- 


% 
try leader and we are proud to sell only the best, 
so our customers sleep better. O Of 


Upgrade your futon to a wool wrap or an inner 
spring futon—freshen-up the look of your futon with THE GREATEST NAME IN SLEEP 
a new cover and pillow (100’s of styles and prints). 


Visit our 13,000 square foot showroom and 
explore the area’s largest futon showroom. 


OF NORTHAMPTON 


The Valley’s Natural, Bigger and Better, Choice for Furniture, Accessories and Savings. 


139 King Street ¢ Northampton, Ma e 586-7970 e http://virtual-valley.com/hamelin 
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es, it’s been quite snowy this win- 
Y ter, but don’t despair, things are 

looking up. The Valley’s maple 
sugar producers are optimistic. They're 
predicting a great season and expect to 
see all of you as they boil the sweet 
syrup and ready it to take home. Here’s 
what some have to say: 


David Shearer, Pine Hill Orchards, 
Colrain — “If the weather cooperates, it 
should be a great season, Either way, 
we're still serving up our pancake break- 
fasts.” 


John Bisbee, Bisbee Family Maple, 
Chesterfield — “It looks like we might 
end up with a good season this year. 
We're making nice syrup. In fact, on 
opening day last week there was a good 
turn-out!” 


Evie Stacy, Fog Hollow Farm, Shelburne 


The Steam’s Rolling out At 
Fog Follow Farm 
+ Syrup: Maple Cream 

* Maple Gift Packs 
135 Zerah Fiske Rd. (off Route 3) Shelburne 


(413)625-9706 
Boiling every day while the sap is running! 


from Rt.9 take Rt.47 North about 3 miles 
Pancakes & Sausage 


with endless maple syrup! ( weekends only) 
Sugar on Snow * Maple Cotton Candy 
Open Daily Thru The Sugar Season 
585-8820 
175 River Drive, Hadley 


Sugar House Tours & 
Pancake Breakfasts at ... 
Cwin Maples Farm 


Saturdays & Sundays 
March 2 - March 31 
¢ Turn of the Century Sugaring 
Equipment 


* Homemade Pancakes, French 
Toast, Home Fries, Fritters, 
Homemade Baked Goods 

© Farm Animals 


106 South Street, 
Williamsburg 


(413) 268-7925 


COLAAIN 


SHELBURNE 


— “We feel the sugar makers are due a 
very good year. We'll see what mother 
nature does for us. We've had a late 
start, but we're looking forward to all 
the people who come to watch us boil.” 


Christine Conniff, Up Country, 
Greenfield — “We've put together a 
maple syrup window display, complete 
with a 400-pound tree with syrup buck- 
ets. Around it are our ‘resident’ dolls and 
stuffed animals eating a pancake break- 
fast.” 


Joe Boisvert, North Hadley Sugar 
Shack, N. Hadley — “We'll be making a 
lot of fancy syrup this week. The quality 
is good. Stop by and enjoy the fun of the 
boiling process and have some pancakes 
and sausages with us. One thing we're 
doing a little differently this year is pack- 
ing syrup in ten different kinds of glass 
containers, which are waxed-dipped.” 


Windy Hill Farm 
SS Red Sugar House 


Visitors are more than welcome at 


BISBEE FAMILY MAPLE 


Sugar House located within a 2,000-tap sugarbush 
Open Weekends & Weekdays - When we're boiling 
Hot Coffee and Doughnuts + Pure Maple Products 
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Syrup Candies » Creams 
Groups welcome 


296-4717 
Signs on Rte. 143 about 1/2 mile 
from the center of Chesterfield 


Boiling On The Weekends 


* Syrup available at Sugarhouse & Restaurant 
* Pancake Breakfast 
* Apples & Bakery Goods 
* Maple Desserts 
PINE HILL ORCHARDS 
248 Greenfield Rd., Colrain, MA * (413) 624-3325 


Off Rte. 112 on Sam Hill Rd. in Worthington 
Boiling Every Day, 

Restaurant open on weekends, 9am-4pm 

238-5869 


HiGH HOPES 
SUGARHOUSE 


Rte. 112, S. 
Worthington, MA 
: Pure Maple Products 
Sugar House Buffet 
* Pancakes + Hot Cereal 


55 Alvord Street, South Hadley, MA 
(413) 533-3714 or 533-0775 


NEW ENGLAND 
FARM BREAKFAST 


Pancakes or Waffles, farm-made Maple 
Syrup, Sausage, and Beverage 


* Hot Chocolate 
* Ham * Pure Maple Syrup 


Now open through April 14th 


7:00 - 4:00 Sat. & Sun. * Serving until 2:00 


SUGAR HOUSE TOURS, Animals For The Kids * Easy to get to 
HORSE-DRAWN HAYRIDES 
tothe SUGARBUSH ca 1-800-MAPLE PH 


School Tours Welcome 


(8-1 weekends, 11-12 weekdays) (627-5374) or 238-5919 
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The 10th generation of the 
Graves’ family invites you to 


A) visit the 
GRAVES’ 
SUGARHOUSE 


and dairy operation. 


lie The oldest house in 
Shelburne, “1762” 


i¢ Sugarhouse open every 
weekend 
Dairy Barn open daily 

ie Ages 1 to 100 Welcome! 


104 Wilson Graves Rd.,Shelburne, 
MA 01370 + (413) 625-6174 


North off Rte. 2 at Duck Pond Restaurant, 
Follow Sign 


MAPLE 
MUNCHIES 


e Indian Sugar 
¢ Maple Syrup Walnuts 
¢ Maple Cream & Syrup 


UP» COUNTRY 


22 Federal St., Greenfield 


(e (413)772-0334 = 
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Our Mission 


We believe the Valley is a unique place where optimistic people have created a 
deep sense of community. Our mission is to reflect the spirit of the community 


through a positive editorial focus. 
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Coming to Northampton 


FREEDOM FROM PAIN. 


Expert Neuromuscular Healthcare. 
Professional, licensed therapists. 
A relaxing, healing environment. 


Call 586-2826 Today for Your Free Evaluation 
At Our New Northampton Office 


an 


PAIN RELIEF CENTER 


Serving the Pioneer Valley Since 1987 


Maplewood Shops, Northampton ° 413-586-2826 


Member, Business for Social Responsibility 


14 Sanderson Street, Greenfield * 413-773-5535 


If you think our ad 
is crowded, you should 
see our showroom. 


Come visit us at 38 Main Street, Northampton.Where you 
will discover super-store prices and hometown service. 


YES is the Answer 


Authorized Reseller 38 Main Street * Northampton * MA * 413-585-0007 
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BEING GREEN 


The Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s ee parade 
launches into action 
with a flurry of 
preparation 


by Nicole Caisse 
ichael Larkin is the most popu- 
lar guy in town, And, as parade 


M committee president for the 


Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day parade, Larkin has 
his hands full and his phone ringing off the 
hook. 

By late February, a full four weeks before the 
parade, Larkin is already taking calls from local 
media. In the middle of these public relations, 

-a phone call comes in from a state representa- 
tive's office. They need information about attend- 
ing the event. : 

“It’s John Olver's office,” he says. “I have to 
take this.” 

When the parade was first held 45 years ago, 
it was attended by a few local dignitaries along- 
side a larger contingent of Irish Catholic priests 
and parishioners. But now, before this year’s 
March 17 parade through the city, state sena- 
tors, representatives, and even the governor don't 
wait to be invited. They make the call themselves. 

“Basically it’s a win-win situation for every- 
one,’ Larkin says. “Sponsors and dignitaries get 
the attention of 200,000 to 350,000 people on 
the streets and a zillion others watching it at 
home on television.” 

The Holyoke parade is reputed to be the sec- 
ond-largest St. Patrick's Day parade in the coun- 
try. This year's festivities include marching bands 
from around the country, local dignitaries, fes- 
tooned floats, local “Colleens,” and communi- 
ty groups. Groups that will march to spread 
awareness include the American Association for 
the Deaf and the Special Olympics. Also, 
although the parade is apolitical, according to 
committee members, space is granted yearly to 
the Western Massachusetts Chapter of Irish 
Northern Aide, a group that spreads awareness 
of warring in the home country. 

“They can march, but the stipulation is that 
they can't hand out any literature,” says Larkin. 
Although IRA bombings have resumed in 
London with the end of a cease-fire agreement, 
Larkin says the parade takes no stance on the 
issue. 

Even with all the hoopla, Larkin says the atten- 
tion attracted by the parade hasn't been simple 
Irish luck. His own countless hours of work are 
a testament to the dedication of the parade com- 
mittee, which has expanded from a few Irish 
men ina club to more than 200 residents of the 
region. 

However, one organizer of the first parade, 
Jim “Fiddler” Curran, says the parade has lost 

its meaning as it has gained flamboyance, Interest 
from state officials and large corporations, he 
says, turned the celebration of a Catholic saint 


into a mass of marketing. 

“Now it’s everything but the kitchen sink? 
says Curran, 72, who helped organize the first 
parade with fellow members of the Brian Boru 
Club, a group of Irish-American World War II 
veterans whose organization is named for an 
Irish king. 

Indeed, pre-parade events and parade plan- 
ning reveal aspects of both traditional Irish cul- 
ture and corporate America. 

Marketing has been mastered, and the com- 
mittee has gone after big-name sponsors from 
Lucky Charms to Irish Spring to foot the 
$500,000 price of putting on the event. 
Attendance at events like the Colleen Contest, a 
pageant held to choose a woman to represent 
the city, has become essential for schmoozers. 
Yet Irish music and camaraderie also have their 


for the parade, stands next to the pool, which is 
decorated with floating flowers. To his right is 
the cocktail bar. He’s ensuring that important 
guests are both comfortable and acknowledged. 

He shakes hands with the owner of a city shoe 
store (a past recipient of a parade recognition 
award), then nods to another businessman, the 
president of Tighe & Bond consultant firm. 

“Those are the type of people that help us 
out,” he says after being handed a drink from 
the bar. 

As for the main attraction of the evening, the 
Colleen contest, family members of contestants 
say the event continues young people's interest 
in the parade. And, traditionally, participation 
passes from mother to daughter. 

As television cameras focus on the stage on 
the other side of the pool, a contestant’s moth- 


“All my kids in class were following this 
contest, and when I go in on Monday 
this is going to show them that they 

can do anything if they set their mind to 

it,” says Grand Colleen Shaena Smalley. 


place in the celebration, and many people have 
devoted hours of time to ensure one fantastic 
parade. 


Crowning Glory 

Crunch time for parade planning is kicked 
off in style. 

The Coronation Ball was held this year at the 
Inn at Northampton, chosen for the juxtaposi- 
tion of an indoor pool and a cocktail bar. 

The annual pageant, held in late February, has 
a multiple raison d’étre. A woman is chosen to 
represent Holyoke, claim the title of “Colleen,” 
and ride on top of the city’s float. The formal 
occasion also gives guests a reason a reason to 
dig out their sequined gowns or rent tuxedos. 
And the affair is useful for hobnobbing with 
sponsors — the lifeblood of the parade. 

Raymond Feyre, in charge of media relations 


er explains the family lineage. Dressed in a full- 
length gown with a low back, Patricia O’Brien 
says she was a contestant 25 years ago. While she 
says she didn’t pressure her daughter to partic- 
ipate, she’s glad Kelly is continuing the tradition. 

“Maybe she can fulfill a dream for both of us,” 
Mrs. O’Brien says. 

The Colleen contest had simple beginnings 
in 1955: a woman was chosen by write-in bal- 
lots published in the former Holyoke Transcript. 
Mostly, family members sent ballots, and, like a 
democratic election, the woman with the most 
votes won. 

The vote was changed to a pageant in the 
1960s, Larkin says, after the ballots became 
unruly. He says family members of young women 
were thought to be stealing newspapers to tear 
out more ballots and sending in dozens per per- 
son. The Transcript begged them to adopt a new 


system. 

The new method has grown over the years to 
become a mainstay media event. In addition to 
several television cameras competing for the best 
angles, a dozen photographers crowd around 
the pool, with several on the balcony above, 

Patricia McNiff, organizer of the contest, says 
she believes the hype only helps. “It gives the 
girls more recognition. They are all very high 
achievers,” says McNiff, presiding over the event 
in green velvet and dividing her time between 
the guests at the pool and the contestants in their 
dressing rooms. 

The mother of another contestant, Shaena 
Smalley, echoes the sentiment. Joyce Smalley 
says she believes the event has given her daugh- 
ter an opportunity to meet new friends, gain 
recognition, and even get treated to a ride in a 
limousine, 

Mrs. Smalley is seated with her husband, son, 
and Shaena’s uncle on a bench near the pool. 
They havea clear view of the stage area. Spotlights 
are turned on, shining on the podium where 
TV-22 news anchor Brenda Garten opens the 
show. 

After introducing and lending the microphone 
to afew parade organizers, Garten calls the con- 
testants individually. They parade out in iden- 
tical gowns, full-length green taffeta with puffed 
sleeves and white sequins at the collar. Each is 
asked, “All young girls look up to the Grand 
Colleen as a role model. What message would 
you bring to young people of your communi- 
ty?” 

The Smalleys hold hands when Shaena, fourth 
in the program, appears at the opening to the 
stage. She stands properly at center stage as infor- 
mation on her background is read over the sound 
system. She’s a special needs and Catholic stud- 
ies teacher and holds degrees from Becker College 
and Holyoke Community College. 

In response to Garten’s question, Shaena says 
she especially tries to inspire the children in her 
classes to believe “that if they go through school 
and are hard workers, they can be doctors and 
lawyers and brain surgeons.” 

Smalley’s answer was the most specific of the 
contestants’ replies, and this is reflected in the 
end result. After the three judges are briefly 
sequestered in a private room, the contestants 
line up together and Garten announces that this 
year’s Grand Colleen is Shaena Smalley. 

Mr, Smalley holds a raised fist and shouts, 
Mrs. Smalley cries and holds his sleeve. Shaena’s 
uncle yells to his niece across the pool,’ 

“Shaena!” he shouts with both hands in the 
air and two fingers raised in the peace sign. 

Shaena is getting hugs from contestants and 
a television camera is poised inches from her 
face to catch the initial response: tears and smiles. 

Later, with her new cape affixed, preparing to 
make an entrance to the after-contest dinner, 
Smalley shares her opinion of continuing the 
tradition. = 

“All my kids in class were following this con- 
test, and when I go in on Monday this is going 
to show them that they can do anything if they 
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Reid Frazier 


Grand Colleen Shaena Smalley enthroned with her court 


set their mind'to it,” she says. 

As the other contestants fix her short hait 
under the crown, Smalley adds that she’s excit+ 
ed to make use’of her prize: two tickets to 
Ireland. “I have at aunt who runs a pub there. 
We're definitely going to check that out and 
look into family history.” 


More than Staying 
Afloat 

Back in Holyoke the next weekend, ina much 
less glamorous setting, two men putter around 
a garage in sweatshirts and jeans, t eady to take 
on their parade task. 

Construction of three of the 30 parade floats 
is headquartered in a garage bay in the city's 
Department of Public Works, in a room sur- 
rounded by steel prison-like doors and cracked 
windows. 

Dan Tierney and Jack Dietel say they've spent 
their days together in the garage since late 
February. So far, they have managed to secure 
the use of three flat-bed trailers on loan from 
local farmers. On top, they've laid the founda- 
tions of their masterpieces with several planks 
of plywood nailed together. 

Tierney, a builder of Holyoke floats since the 
second year of the parade, gestures with his can 
of Budweiser to the float that will carry 
Holyoke's Grand Colleen. So far, slats of wood 
have been laid over the flatbed and a 7-foot 
cardboard crown stands to the side. It will be 
mounted near the throne for Smalley, he says 

You have to use your imagination, ‘he says: 
“This one will be regal this year. I was feeling 
like glitz this year 

It's the imagination and pure labor of the 
builders in the region that have expanded the 
parade, he says. t loats of note in previous years 
range from a replica of Noah's Ark, fashioned 
from hundreds of wood beams in Holyoke, to 
a fire-spitting dragon cre ated in West 
Springfield.’Floats will come from as far away 
as Pittsfield, with themes ranging from a giant 
unicorn to a depiction of Jonathan Swift's epic 
Gulliver's Travels. 

During construction in the cold garage, 
Tierney and Dietel admit that they question 


their own motivation. (“This is actually nice in 


here today,” says Tierney, rubbing his hands 
together in the frigid garage.) 

‘The pair say they're easily inspired, though, 
when recalling previous parades. 

‘Tierney’s favorite of the hundreds of floats 
he’s built since 1952 was one created for the 
Boston parade, commissioned by Filene’s base 
ment, 

“I remember the theme was Revlon and they 
had the Revlon girls ride on it,” he says, grin- 
Phat made it all worthwhile.” 

This year, Tierney and Dietel were commis- 
sioned to build floats for the Holyoke Parade 
Committee, Holyoke Community College, and 
Providence Hospital. Tierney wouldn't reveal 


ning. 


his salary, but says costs of materials whittles 
down any profit. 

After deciding on a theme, he orders mate- 
rials during the early part the year. For the HCC 
float, which will celebrate the college’s 50-year 
anniversary, Tierney has chosen to cover the 
cardboard slats on the flatbed with shiny gold 
sheets. It's going to take 30 yards of the plastic 
fabric, which costs $10 a yard, he says. 

The problem is that no material can be re- 
used from past years. Once sheets have been 
stapled, they would be ruined on removal. Still, 
Tierney doesn’t feel that the amount of mate- 
rials used for one day is a waste at all. He says 
float construction is like a sporting event and 
makes for healthy competition among the 
towns 

1 don't golf and I don't fish,” says Tierney, 


who owns a Shell gas station across the street 


from the Holyoke Mall at Ingleside, “This is my 


hobby,” he says, turing to the three in 


progress floats and shiny props from years past 
piled in the corner 


Dic he likes the challenge of the work 


is well. He started making floats with Tierney 


ifter honing his decoration skills by c ng 
Christmas scenes on his mother’s front lawn 
as an adolescent. He built intricate nativity 
scenes and Santa sleighs, Though his usual work 
as a self-employed carpenter is interior reno 
vations and cabinetry, he enjoys creating floats. 

“Dan tells me to put some things together 
and add some color,” he says. “It’s like a vaca- 


tion. It gives your mind a break.” 
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Two-man job: Philip Mathews (left) and Ron Zissell of the Holyoke Caledonians tune 
the bagpipes 


The pair say that all their hard work is worth- 
while when they are able to open the bay doors 
and roll the floats toward the parade route. 

“Floats make a parade,’ Tierney says. “Nobody 
gets their jollies seeing a car go by with some- 
one waving from a back seat, but they cheer 
when one of these goes by.” 


Marching madness 


Another group, which 


Scottish look even for rehearsal, wearing a green 
crocheted sweater and a beanie. 

Music makes up the final contingent of the 
parade, along with community marching groups. 
Parade coordinator John Cathro says there will 
be dozens of area high school bands participat- 
ing, along with a drums corps from Albany and 
a Polish string band from Philadelphia, New acts 
are continually sought, and the committee rais- 


department by day, Zissell pipes by night. 

Standing to his left, preparing to pipe, mem- 
ber John McIntyre says this is his answer to a 
mid-life crisis. “Some people go out to bars and 
drink. I stand over the bar [downstairs at the 
Legion] and play the pipes,” he says. “I wanted 
to do something and do something meaning- 
ful.” 

Standing in a circle to see each other’s signals, 
the group launches into“Green Hills.” It sounds 
smooth, but Knightly says afterwards that he 
detects the need for another tuning, He goes 
into the supply closet to tune, The smaller space 
allows him to hear the sounds of his own pipes 
clearly. 

Although the group marches in other area 
parades, members agree that preparation and 
practice is mostly for the St, Patrick’s Day parade. 
They are the only group that has marched in 
the parade since its beginning 45 years ago, and 
they are known nationally as the oldest contin- 
ually-operating pipe band. Painted proudly on 
their drums is their year of founding; 1910. 

Knightly says the band considers the Irish 
parade as their homecoming, Though they are 
a Scottish group, Knightly says the cultures share 
many of the same Celtic tunes, 

“Most people just think, ‘Oh, here comes a 
pipe band, it’s so Irish,” Knightly says. He explains 
that the band is not offended by the mistake, but 
welcomes the attention. Audience attention, 
Knightly says, is what pip- 


has met and planned for “This one will be regal this year,” SayS- ing is all about. He says 


iepandeonn uns! Dan Tierney, a builder of Holyoke floats 
since the second year of the parade. 
“I was feeling like glitz this year.” 


ice storms of the harsh 
winter, begs to differ. They 
say music makes it. 

The Holyoke 
Caledonians are an 86- 
year-old pipe band whose members braved the 
roads even during a snowstorm (in what should 
be early spring) to meet for practice. In the small 
banquet room under florescent light in the city’s 
American Legion hall, four members of the 14- 
member band begin with tuning. ‘Tuning bag- 
pipes is a two-person task. One blows while the 
other adjusts the reeds, which rest on the piper's 
shoulders, The piercing notes are amplified in 
the small room, and the members affix their ear 
plugs to begin. 

“t's not like on television. We don’t just pick 
them up and play,” says Ron Zissell, sporting a 


es $50,000 just for bands to keep them coming. 

But some, like the Caledonians, say they con- 
tinue to participate just out of enjoyment. The 
money they receive is put into their band fund 
and used for equipment and rental of the 
American Legion throughout the year. 

Weekly rehearsal in itself provides an outlet 
for expression, say the four members gathered 
on the first Wednesday of March, Zissell says he 
began playing the pipes when he was a gradu- 
ate student. He had begged for pipes as a child, 
but the requests went unanswered. Now, on the 
staff of the Mount Holyoke College astronomy 


he often practices out- 
doors at his home, and he 
enjoys when people stop 
to listen. “I stop traffic,” 
he says. “This stuff is a 
show-stopper.” 

Members of the group say they also add 
amusement to the parade by their responses to 
the pervading question: “So, what’s under the 
kilt?” 

‘Traditionally, the kiltis supposed to be worn with- 
out undergarments, but band members wouldn't 
say whether they are traditionalists in this category. 

Members of the band say their little secret con- 
tributes to their audience appeal, Women have laid 
on the ground to get a peek, they say. One even mis- 
chievously maneuvered a mirror. 

“Why would we ruin the mystery?” asks Zissell. 
“You might find out if you come to the parade.” & 
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Author, editor, teacher, and activist Herbert Aptheker 


Local ANSWERS 


A Battle Worth 81 Years 


erbert Apthcker is a literal embodi- 
H ment of a lifetime's struggle. From 
Brooklyn, New York, to San José, 


California, where he now resides at the age of 
81, Aptheker has been an activist, a commu- 
nist, and the author and editor of numerous 
books and articles, He is perhaps best known 
for his close association with the black schol- 
ar W.E.B. Du Bois, He taught history at the 
University of Massachusetts in 1971 —'72, and 
was awarded an honorary degree from UMass 
during the ceremonial naming of the W.E.B. 
Du Bois library. The Optimist stopped by 
Aptheker’s hotel room to talk about his life- 
long battle against ignorance and political apa- 
thy in America. 

Optimist: Is there any specific event from your 
childhood that symbolizes what has become your 
life's mission? 

Aptheker: When I was of high school age, I 
joined my father in a business trip through the 
South — this was in the Depression period, I 
was horrified there to see Jim Crow, One par- 
ticular incident, when we stopped on the side 
of the road in Georgia, made a lasting impres- 
sion on me, A black youngster about my age 
was as interested in me as I was [in] him, and 
we sort of approached each other. We just 
looked at each other, the boy and I. We must 
have said a few words, | don’t remember what 
exactly, I took a cookie out of a bag of cookies 
my mother had baked, and handed it to him, 
expecting he would take the cookie. But he did- 
n't. He took a step forward and took a bite, sus- 
pecting that I was not giving him the whole 


cookie... This was, in 
one way, a beginning of 
my real interest [in the 
strife of — black 
Americans]. 

O: When did you first 
get involved in radical 
politics and leftist cir- 
cles? 

Aptheker: It was about 
1934 — 35, By then I 
had published a couple 
of pamphlets of black 
history. In the South I 
had seen the reality of 
racism, and I tried to 
do something about it. 
After this, I became involved in what we can 
call “radical activities,” I joined the Communist 
Party in the latter part of 1939, although I had 
already contributed to its magazine. I had admi- 
ration for the party, because I knew it was com- 
munists who sacrificed their lives to fight Jim 
Crow in the South. 

O: What was it like to be a communist dur- 
ing the Red Scare? 

Aptheker: It was a very difficult time, [espe- 
cially since] I was an open communist. For much 
of this period I edited the Party's organ, Political 
Affairs. 1 believe I was one of very few open, 


“The duty of any 
American is to 
overcome the 

absurdity of the 
mythology of 

racism... and to 
participate in an 


effort to combat it.” 


announced communists during the McCarthy 
era. It was dangerous and precarious; I was 
physically attacked; I was shadowed by this 
maniac [longtime FBI director J. Edgar] Hoover. 
So indeed, it was an intense time, but it was 
very worthwhile. 

O: What do you think is wrong with America 
and Americans today? 

Aptheker: There are two [main] problems, 
I think: racism and impoverishment. The sta- 
tistical fact is that the smallest proportion of 
the population owns the largest percentage of 
wealth; this is the largest differentiation in the 
history of this country. The majority of peo- 
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plein the United States are either in poverty or 
right at the poverty line, while the rich get rich- 
er,and the tendency of this diversity is increas- 
ing. The intensification of [racism] now is reflec- 
tive of the development of the right. 

O: What can be done to eradicate this social 
problem? 

Aptheker: Any person — of any color — 
who has any value, any feeling of decency, jus- 
tice, not to even speak of democracy, must 
understand [that] racism is vile. Any person of 
whatever color — or class — should be out- 
raged by racism. It seems to me obvious the 
duty of any American, particularly a white 
American, to inform himself [or herself] about 
the truth of racism and the history of our coun- 
try in regard to African-American people and 
to overcome the absurdity of the mythology of 
racism... and to participate in an effort to com- 
bat it. 

O;: Is the problem of the 2 
the “color line”? 

Aptheker: Of course, this is what Du Bois 
had said back in 1900. I would not say that it 
is theproblem, | would say that it is an impor- 
tant ideological reflection of the problem, which 
is ownership of the wealth by an exploitative 
few — which is anti-human, anti-democratic, 
and is the basic source of racism. 

O: You've spoken on the racist nature of con- 
servatives. Are the Democrats any better than the 
Republicans in this matter? Are there still differ- 
ences between the parties? 

Aptheker: Yes, there are still differences. 
Clinton is not Buchanan. Clinton is still a leader 
of the same ruling:class {as Buchanan], and 
historically that class has used the tactics of 
repression and tactics of liberalism — the tac- 
tic of liberalism is preferable, in human terms, 
but it must not blind one to the necessity of 
our fundamental struggle. In secking this strug- 
gle, we must not be sectarian, we must not be 
arrogant — that way you will never build an 
effective movement. You have to have respect 
for people; if you happen to think differently 
(from others], you have to try to persuade 
decently. Also, you have to persuade by what 
you do, not by what you say. Unless you are a 
fanatic, or a paid agent — which frequently is 
the same thing — you will not act irresponsi- 
bly. You have to have the attitude, “maybe I 
don't understand, maybe there are things that 
I don't see, maybe this fellow over here under- 
stands something | should pay attention to.” 
That must be the attitude you have in order to 
persuade people. 
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‘The solution itself — buckyballs 
and a smaller number of C70 
rugby-ball types adriftin a sea of 
PAHs — is made by passing a 
strong electrical current between 
two graphite rods. Rotello says 
you could also concoct the solu- 
tion simply by burning benzine 
or gasoline, although that creates 
more impurities, just as buses 
burning gasoline creates exhaust, 
ie., PAHs. Chemistry might not 
be so difficult after all. 

Finding the right silicate hasn't 
been easy, though. “We started 
off with some other roots that 
never gave us the purification we 
wanted,” says Rotello. “We have 


If it were in color, it would be purple: UMass chemists Bing Nie and Vincent Rotello projects based on those other 


show off their new method of isolating “buckyball” supercarbon molecules. 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
The Possibilities of Purple Teflon 
by Catherine Heins 


t's actually not difficult to create a “buckyball,” more formally 

known as C60, a microscopic supercarbon molecule (of 60 car- 
bon atoms) shaped like a soccer ball. The problem, as UMass organ- 
ic chemistry Professor Vincent Rotello explains it, is that synthe- 
sized buckyballs are awash with impurities, and the methods of 
isolating the buckyballs from the impurities have been too expen- 
sive to make buckyballs practical for their potential industrial or 
medicinal uses, or for making purple teflon. In other words, they're 
easy to make, but not cheap to purify. 

Buckyballs were named after Buckminster Fuller, who invent- 
ed the geodesic dome in the 1930s, because of their soccer-ball 
structure. Buckyballs are not black and white, however. They are 
purple, 

In addition to the buckyball’s aesthetic appeal, these slippery 
little carbon molecules have, according to Rotello, “a huge num- 
ber of interesting properties, They're uniquely resilient and slip- 
pery. You can shoot a buckyball at a wall and it will squoosh like 
a pancake and then bounce back.” 

Aside from microscopic racketball, buckyballs could be used in 
artificial knees and hips due to their lubricating ability. They could 
also be used in superconductors, such as levitating trains, if Amtrak 
ever decides to get really ambitious, They could be made into ultra- 
fine wires for spacecraft, and, adds Rotello, “you'd have a great non- 
stick coating if you could make it stick to metal. It would be pur- 
ple, too, which would be particularly attractive.” 

Butif Amtrak, Williams-Sonoma Fry Pan Productions, and the 
U.S, Racketball Association don't follow through, Japan has already 
shown great interest in the buckyball, due to its myriad techno- 
logical applications, Rotello will be presenting his new method of 
isolating them at an international conference at Cambridge 
University in the UK in June. “We need to publicize [the method] 
so that people will get interested,” says Rotello. “ We might even 
start producing our own [buckyballs}.” 

The actual process of isolating the buckyballs, he says, is par- 
ticularly appealing — and, in case you hadn't guessed, involves 
purple. 

“I came up with the germ of the idea at MIT [three years ago],” 
explains Rotello, “The idea is, you get a solution that has bucky- 
balls and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and you need some- 
thing that can select the buckyballs and wash the rest off” 

Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), it turns out, aren’t 
so aromatic after all. They're basically bus exhaust. 

Rotello and his team of student researchers spent the past eight 
months searching for a substance that would select out the buck- 
yballs, and have finally come up with a silica gel. They run their 
solution through the gel in a little glass tube, it turns purplish-red 
and then brown, and then they burn off the resulting brown sub- 
stance until it turns purple. 


things, which gives us buckyballs 
attached to stuff, ones that are 
attached and then come off, and so on.” 

One graduate student, Bing Nie, from China, has been work- 
ing on this project since she arrived two and a half years ago. “I 
come up with the idea,” explains Rotello, “and Nie does all the 
work, She made the material and studied the way it behaves. Without 
her contributions, this research never would have been possible.” 


The Childbirth Center 
Cooley Dickinson Hospital 


Nie has been working with a team of five other graduate stu- 
dents and six undergraduates. “They love it,” says Rotello, “partly 
because you see it changing,” To purple, no less, which is particu- 
larly attractive. 


BOCIAL ISSUES 
Innovative Humanism: Confronting 
Hunger With Food 

by Hernan Rozemberg 


hen Sara Cummings discovered that no national organi- 

zation fighting hunger was active in Western Massachusetts, 
she implemented an original way to combat the problem. Five 
years later, her work has become a local tradition. 

Share Our Strength (SOS) is a Washington-based group found- 
ed in 1984 “to alleviate and prevent hunger and poverty in the 
United States and around the world.” In 12 years, SOS has raised 
and distributed over $31 million to more than 800 groups all 
over the world with similar purposes. Although it works out of 
its national office, the organization has local volunteers all over 
the country. 

These local organizers are responsible for putting together the 
SOS Taste of the Nation event each year during the month of 
April. Taste of the Nation is described as the largest nationwide 
benefit to fight hunger, bringing in over 65,000 guests. Sara 


or over a century, families 
like yours have counted 
on Cooley Dickinson Hospital to 
partner with you for the birth 
of a healthy baby, Today, we work 
with both respected obstetrician/ 


gynecologists and certified 


nurse-midwives to offer the 
family-centered birthing options 
that are just right for you 

You'll appreciate our comfortable 
birthing rooms and nurses who 
provide personalized care to you 
and your baby. Our "Welcoming 
Your Child” classes will help you 
prepare for birthing and parenting, 
too. For more information, a per- 
sonal tour, or a copy of our full- 
color Childbirth Center brochure, 
call (413) 582-2125. You'll find 
out why we're the birthing partner 


so many families choose. 
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Cummings, owner of Sara’s Deli in South 
Deerfield, came back from Washington some- 
time in 1991 determined to get this event start- 
ed in the Pioneer Valley. 

“T’'ve always been involved in these issues,” 
says Cummings. She studied hunger problems 
while at Hampshire College, where she served 
asa research assistant investigating global nutri- 
tion issues under then-president Adele 
Simmons, “I feel it is very important to give 
back to the community,” she says. “It’s all com- 
munity-based.” Cummings is one of this year’s 
event coordinators. 

The event includes 15 restaurants “repre- 
senting different communities and ethnicities,” 
according to Cummings. They are each respon- 
sible for preparing dishes for the occasion — 
all on their own time and at their own expense. 
Participants pay fora ticket that allows them to 
sample food from all restaurants. “100 percent 
of the money from the tickets will go to the des- 
ignated agencies,” Cummings explains. This 
year, these agencies are The Care Center in 
Holyoke, Rachel’s Table in Springfield, and The 
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, located 
in Hatfield, 

All funds designated for The Care Center will 
go to its Nutrition and Education Program, 
according to associate director Wendy Varner. 
The program provides “regular workshops to 
young moms [aged 15 — 21] with a real sensi- 
tivity to cultural issues, since 90 percent of them 
are Puerto Rican,” says Varner. A similar invest- 
ment comes from The Food Bank's program, 
which extends to not only individuals, but also 
to agencies all over Western Massachusetts. “The 
need is certainly higher with all the government 
cutbacks,” says executive director David Sharken. 
In 1995, The Food Bank distributed over 3.2 
million pounds of food to over 100,000 peo- 
ple. Rachel’s Table runs a similar donated-food 
distribution program with collected perishable 
items in Springfield (the actual leftovers from 
the Taste of the Nation dinner will go to it). 

The need to fight hunger is clear. However, 
says SOS founder and executive director Bill 
Shore, “Hunger and poverty, unfortunately, are 
so prevalent they have lost their drama. .. Instead 
of shocking us, hunger and poverty have become 
mind-numbingly routine. This makes them all 
the more difficult to combat.” 

According to the SOS release, nearly 30 mil- 
lion Americans go hungry every day (includ- 


ing over 12 million children under the age of 


12). More than 38 million Americans live below 
the poverty level. Ten percent of the population 
has found the need to support itself on Food 
Stamps. Merrilyn Siciak, on the steering com 
mittce of Taste of the Nation, reports that 38 
percent of people living below the poverty line 
in Western Massachusetts are children. 

Perhaps sitting down to eat sounds like an 
odd way to fight hunger. Sara Cummings says, 
“unfortunately in a sense [a paid food gather- 
ing] is most successful. It’s a way of getting peo- 
ple there and for us to provide something back 
to them.” Simply put, “it is just a good resource 
to take advantage of.” 

Merrilyn Siciak agrees, saying that hosting a 
dinner is a way of motivating those who can 
contribute moderate to large amounts of money. 
“It’s.a way of tapping into getting [substantial] 


support,” she says. Door-to-door canvassing, 
for example, would not bring in nearly as much 
money, Catherine Squadrille, a coordinator of 
the event, emphasizes the educational aspect. 
“The point is that that it is [only] half about 
hunger — the other half is about awareness,” 
she says. “Everybody has got something to give, 
and this is a fun way for people to give.” 

Taste of the Nation is an effective and novel 
way to fight hunger, and also ensures a good 
time while contributing to a good cause. As 
Squadrille says, “Instead of focusing on all the 
gloom and doom, people can have a feeling of 
actually having done something.” 

The Taste of the Nation fund-raiser is sched- 
uled for April29 at the Delaney House in Holyoke. 
Ticket prices are between $50 — $75, and 70 per- 
cent of the total proceeds will go to local agencies. 
For more information, contact Merrilyn Siciak 
at (413) 247-9325. 


HEALTH 

Cooley Dickinson 
Launches Massive $24 
Million Construction 
Scheme 


by Catherine Heins 

ack in 1881, when Cooley Dickinson 

Hospital was founded on the spot where it 
still stands, $24 million could have founded 240 
hospitals of the same size as the original: “a lit- 
tle wooden building with 12 beds,’ as Public 
Relations Director Peter Schoenberger describes 
it. 

Since then, the hospital has continually been 
expanding to meet the needs of the growing 
population of the Central Valley. Unfortunately, 
construction costs have ballooned as well, espe- 
cially in the last few decades. While the original 
building, which no longer exists, cost a hundred 
thousand dollars, the latest project, titled Project 
2000” (although the hospital expects to com- 
plete construction by 1998), will cost 24 million 
dollars. 

In 1901, the “little wooden building” acquired 
a two-story brick annex with 24 beds. In 1904, 
the first surgery buildings were built, although 
the surgery rooms relied on natural light. In 
1927, the East Wing gave the hospital its trade- 
mark stork weathervane, and in 1959 the West 
Wing's construction again doubled the size of 
the hospital, for two and a half million dollars. 
The only major expansion since then has been 
the creation of the Emergency Department in 
1975, for a mere three million dollars, 


“This project is comparable to what we built 
in 1961 for $2.5 million,” says Schoenberger, 
reflecting upon the skyrocketing costs of con- 
struction. The new project will add a new three- 
story building to fit between the present 
McCallum Building and the Emergency 
Department. Project 2000 will not add beds, the 
traditional method of judging a hospital's size. 
The current trend in health care is toward short- 
er hospital stays and expanded out-patient 
resources. Once the new building is construct- 
ed, the older buildings will be renovated. 

“In health care, we're seeing the exponential 


growth of out-patient services,” says 
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Cooley Dickinson's “Project 


Schoenberger. “Insurers are pushing back the 
average stays, and technology now allows more 
people to be treated on an out-patient basis. We 
need more space for services such as cardiol- 
ogy, pulmonary testing, and radiology, Those 
services are expanding with or without us,” 
Schoenberger adds, The hospital now sees 200 
to 300 out-patients every year, 

The staff, managers, and physicians in the 
departments to be affected all met with the 
architects to contribute their input into the 
new design. “It’s been extremely productive for 
these people to have a say in their future work- 
ing environment,” says Elisabeth Weissbach, 
the chief operating officer. Schoenberger agrees. 
“It’s really unusual that the employees actual- 
ly get to talk to the architect,” he says. 

The growing population of the Valley 
accounts for much of Cooley Dickinson's recent 
growth. The hospital serves patients from 
Belchertown west to the hill towns, and from 
southern Franklin Country down to northern 
Hampden County. Amherst and Northampton 
both grew rapidly five to ten years ago, and 
today formerly rural towns such as Belchertown 
and Deerfield are experiencing population 
booms. 

The hospital has also created new out-patient 
centers in South Deerfield, Amherst, Hadley, 
and Easthampton over the past several years 
to provide more convenient primary care, spec- 
imen collection, and physical therapy programs 
to their patients. 

“Everyone's got less time these days,” says 
Schoenberger. “The easier we can make it, the 
healthier people will be.” 

Hospitals have recently stepped up their pre- 


Purchase any Macintosh Performa system (starting at $1399) from now to the end of March and we'll give you one month's 
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2000 expansion plan allow 
patients like John Tex Conway to maximize their hospital time. 


Op 


vention programs 
in response to the 
rising numbers of 
health insurance 
companies that 
pay the hospital a 
flat rate per 
patient, regardless 
of the services 
they require. 
“Prevention tech- 
niques make 
sense,” says 
Schoenberger. “If 
we keep people 
healthier, they'll 
need less of the 
expensive care later on.” Community hospitals 
such as Cooley-Dickinson, which treat all 
patients whether or not they can pay, need to 
improve prevention if they want to stay afloat; 
many hospitals today are struggling to stay in 
the black. Cooley Dickinson’s annual operat- 
ing budget is 60 million dollars. 

To fund Project 2000, Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital is planning a “comprehensive fund- 
raising campaign,” says Schoenberger. The hos- 
pital already has access to 17 million dollars at 
a low interest rate, thanks to their participa- 
tion in the Hitchcock Alliance, which brings 
together six health-care providers from 
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts, 
The official ground-breaking should take place 
in early fall of 1996, and construction should 
be completed by 1998. 

“We have a commitment to allowing peo- 
ple to have as many services as possible with- 
in their own community,” explains 
Schoenberger. Many hospitals favor a spoke- 
and-hub approach in which various local hos- 
pitals specialize in different departments, such 
as surgery, cardiology, or cancer care. This 
method may make sense in urban areas, where 
hospitals are concentrated, but would create 
impossibly long commutes in rural commu- 
nities. 

The hospitals in the Hitchcock Alliance all 
attempt to provide as much care as possible 
for their patients within the local hospital. 

“For a secondary community hospital,” says 
Schoenberger, “we have a very extensive range 
of service. [Project 2000] is going to allow us 
to continue to provide the care people are 
used to getting from us into the 21st centu- 
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S tudents intend to make their voices heard 
in this election year, and warn that politi- 
cians who ignore their votes will do so at their 
own risk. In past years, low turnout among 
young voters has allowed politicians to neglect 
student interests. But this year, students are 
throwing their hats into the ring. The state 
Public Interest Research Groups (PIRGs) and 
other student political organizations have cre- 
ated a national Youth Vote coalition to rally 
the student vote so that student issues will get 
addressed in the national political arena. 

The coalition plans to register students to 
vote in record numbers, to organize around 
the issues that concern students, and, ulti- 
mately, to make sure their views are heard loud 
and clear in the political debate that leads up 
to the fall elections. 

‘To kick off the campaign, the New England 
PIRGs organized mock student primaries last 
week on 15 college and university campuses, 
polling over 5000 students on what issues mat- 
ter most to them and who they would vote for 
in the 1996 presidential election. 

“The New England Student Primary should 
clear up some confusion about what our gen- 
eration thinks about politics,” says Jordan 
Hama, a sophomore at Williams College. “The 
candidates [who] take tough stands on issues 
we care about will be the ones we vote for.” 

Almost half of students polled consider 
themselves Independents, while another 40 
percent ally with the Democrats and 14 per- 
cent with the Republicans. 

‘The most important issue for 34 percent of 
the students polled is education, which got 
double the votes that any other single issue did. 
Health care was also a high priority, followed 
by the deficit, the economy, and the environ- 
ment. But while the poll suggests the poten- 
tial unity of the student vote for education, the 
various colleges also have their own priorities. 

Abortion and health care are the top con- 
cerns for Smith College students, while at the 
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University of Massachusetts in Amherst, the 
environment and the economy both rank high- 
er than health care. Amherst and Williams 
College students both put education first and 
the economy second, but Williams College also 
emphasizes the importance of the environ- 
ment and health care. 

At Springfield Technical Community 
College, crime is the second greatest concern 
among students, after education, with the econ- 
omy and the deficit just behind. Westfield State 
students put health care ahead of all other 
issues except education, 

“Family values,” currently so vociferously 
championed by the Republican Party, is the 
top concern of only a handful of the students 
surveyed, which is perhaps not surprising, con- 
sidering that only 14 percent are Republicans. 

Among those Republicans, Senator Bob 
Dole is the most popular candidate, with 8 per- 
cent of the vote. President Clinton receives 64 
percent of the vote, 

Patrick Buchanan is more popular than Dole 
only at Springfield Technical Community 
College, and ties Dole in votes at Westfield State 
College. At UMass, Smith, Amherst, and 
Williams, Lamar Alexander receives more votes 
than Buchanan, In the real primaries, Dole 
swept to victory in Massachusetts’ winner- 
take-all election, while Alexander dropped out 
of the race, 

The Student Primary results suggest that 
students are in many ways within the main- 
stream of Massachusetts politics, but feel that 
their issues are not receiving sufficient atten- 
tion. While President Clinton placed higher 
education among his challenges to the nation 
during the State of the Union address, the cur- 
rent political rhetoric revolves more around 
foreign policy, family values, and the V-chip. 

The Youth Vote coalition is determined to 
drag that discourse around to issues that mat- 
ter most to students; education, health care 
(which has lain abandoned since its disastrous 
debut at the start of the Clinton 
Administration), the environment, and the 
economy. 

“People under 21 have had the right to vote 
for 25 years now,’ says Therese Heliezer, direc- 
tor of the Youth Vote coalition, “and more 
young people will use that right this year than 
ever before.” 


— Catherine Heins * 
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No Secrets 


by Paul Bissex 

n the movie Sneakers, Robert Redford and 
I scruffy but elite crew of computer hack- 

ers steal a little black box capable of break- 
ing into any computer, anywhere in the world 
— to steal unlimited amounts of cash or even 
start World War III. Thankfully, this little box 
is an impossible creation, at least in the “any 
computer anywhere” form. 

However, these days it is worth thinking about 
the reverse — the way that the Net lets us care- 
lessly expose information to the world. 
Sometimes it’s really handy; after all, if you're a 
business, you may love free exposure. But what 
about the individual? With the advent of more 
powerful online search tools, a Web page of love 
poems on a personal page at tiny college Web 
site is just as open to the world as www.toy- 
ota.com. At the very least, be informed. Here's 
my advice. 

Know the boundaries. Some parts of the Net 
are more public than others. If, for example, you 
put your phone number in an e-mail message 
toa friend, it won't end up in any online direc- 
tory. But if you tack your phone number onto 
the end of a flaming anti-cat rant that you post 
to the world in alt.cute.little.kitties on Usenet, 
expect some calls. 

Read the fine print. Look for a policy state- 
ment about privacy when you use online ser- 
vices or Web sites that ask for personal infor- 
mation. One exemplary site is the e-mail direc 
tory service called Four! 1 (http://fourl 1.com). 
Four] | is intended to serve as a phone book for 
the Net, and so collecting lots of e-mail address- 
es is what they do. Their policy states, “We do 
not sell or trade lists of user information to any- 
one. Period.” Bill Graves, VP of Marketing for 
Four] 1, explains: “We're convinced that if peo- 
ple don't feel comfortable... then the directory 
will die.” He also told me that in addition to the 
policy, they've designed the system to resist abuse 
by e-mail marketers (who might like to grab all 
the e-mail addresses from a certain geographic 
area, for example): “Ifanyone is accessing an out 
of the ordinary number, the system automati- 
cally alerts us, and we shut them down.” Look 
for this kind of awareness in the services you use. 
If you can’t find a written policy, send them e- 
mail first and ask. Most places] try this approach 
with are very responsive. 

Teach the kids, Congress's recent unconstitu 
tional charade in the name of “protecting the 
children” notwithstanding, if you have kids online 
you should make sure they understand some 
basic rules about communicating with people 
they've never met face to face. They shouldn't 
give out your address or phone number, or 
arrange to meet anyone in person without telling 
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a parent. The Net can bea great resource for kids, 
just make sure they understand it’s more like a 
big-city mall than a slumber party. 

Use the phone book test. (Don’t worry, you 
don’t have to get up, this is a mental exercise.) 
Before you put some personal tidbit online (on 
a Web page, for example), ask yourself, how would 
1 feel if this item were listed under my name in 
the phone book? Anybody who knows my name 
could potentially see this; will that be a bum- 
mer? After all, the story on your Web page about 
getting busted for being a drunken nuisance at 
the Pearl Jam concert may be funny to your 
friends, but what will Grandma think when she 
gets her first online account next year and does 
a search for your name? 

Of course, all this pales in comparison to the 
data-mining done by companies involved in 
direct mail, insurance, banking, medical care, 
and plain old spying. But I'll have to save that 
for another time. 


Sites in my Sights 

The quickest exercise in seeing how informa- 
tion piles up on the Net is to run a search for 
your name on Digital’s new Web and Usenet 
search engine, Altavista (http://altavista.digi- 
tal.com/). Put your name in quotes in the search 
box. If nothing turns up, try the name of a friend 
who’s been online for a while. You may be sur- 
prised, For a great overview of privacy resources, 
online and off, check out the Privacy Toolkit 
from the Millenium Whole Earth Catalog 
(http://www.well.net/mwec/community/134,tool 
kit-html). 


Don’t Just Sit There, Sit 
There and Do 
Something 

On March 27 — 29, 1996, MIT will host the 
sixth annual Computers, Freedom and Privacy 
conference, or CFP96, It's a gathering of priva- 
cy experts, encryption outlaws, spies, cops, 
bankers, and the curious and concerned. That 
may not be you, but see if you can get your local 
paper, or your state’s Attorney General's office 
to send somebody — both press and law enforce- 
ment are granted special rates. Send e-mail to 
cfp96-info@mit.edu or browse 
http://web.mit.edu/cfp96/. I’m going, and I 
promise I'll give a full reportas soon as get back. 

Questions? Comments? Cheesecake recipes? 
Send a letter in care of this publication or drop 
a line via e-mail to biscuit@well.com, Check 
out Cyberia on the Web at 
http://www.well.com/~biscuit/cyb/ 
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guitar licks and wry, sweet songs. 
FOLK 
The Nails of Max Cohen 


ocal guitarist and singer/songwriter Max 

Cohen credits his experience as a tour bus 
driver on Martha's Vineyard with making him 
eloquent and able to handle hecklers nimbly. He 
says, “It makes your wit very quick, so if you're 
ever at a Max Cohen concert, be careful.” 

Cohen grew up in Falmouth on Cape Cod and 
attended the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. His guitar playing was greatly influenced 
by Windham Hill guitar virtuosi Michael Hedges 
and Alex DeGrassi, His first CD, Saltwater Color, 
is an instrumental recording. 

Currently, Cohen is ift the final stages of com- 
pleting his second CD, entitled Places I've Gone 
and People I've Been, which will showease his tal- 
entsasa songwriter. He was inspired to write lyrics 
after joining the Western Massachusetts 
Songwriters Group. Fellow group members include 
Dar Williams and Jaimé Morton. 

Cohen was the winner of the 1995 Rose Garden 
Coffeehouse Singer/Songwriter Competition and 
was one of the finalists in the 1995 Acoustic 
Underground Competition in Boston, He has 
received high praise for his guitar playing, which 
islyrical, textured, fluid,and sometimes performed 
at finger-blurring speed, and his lyrics are charm- 
ing and sensitive. The Optimist caught up with 
Cohen recently to discuss his upcoming CD and 
his press-on nails, 

Optimist: Can you talk alittle bit about thealbum 
you're working on now? You said you were mixing 


down. 

Max Cohen: Yeah, today we were mixing down 
some of the tunes from some of the sessions we 
did. I've divided the work load between two dif- 
ferent studios. Oncis out in Palmer called Signature 
Sounds, and basically everything that didn’t have 
a drum kit on it was done at Signature Sounds. I 
heard some of the stuff that came out of it, and I 
was pretty impressed with the quality, so I want- 
ed to do my more sparsely instrumentated stuff 
out there, the more naked stuff. I'm going to the 
other studio, Slaughterhouse Studio in Hadley, 
and we're going to finish up the other tunes there 
tomorrow. 

O: How many songs are going to be on it? 

Cohen: Right now, ten. ‘ 

O: Why do you say “Right now” ten? 

Cohen: Because you never know. 

O: Generally, are you satisfied with the way it’s 


Guitarist and singer/songwriter Max Cohen stops at 
the Black Sheep Café for an evening of light-speed 


going? 

Cohen: Yeah, | am pretty happy, def- 
initely pretty happy. 

O: Why is that? 

Cohen; I guess I'm happy with the 
way the songs are written and the 
way they're recorded and everything, 
butone of the things that's really neat 
isthat I'm doing some arrangements. 
There's a difference between sitting 
down and playing it for yourself in 
your bedroom or playing it for your 
friends with just a guitar and a voice, 
and that’s cool. But it’s really nice to 
hear some really good quality musi- 
cians step in and add their parts. My 
style of production is to go out and 
find the musicians I really like and 
Jet them come in and interpret what 
they hear. Basically I just say, “Play 
what you want to play. Find a part that fits this 
song and works in conjunction with what the 
other playersare playing,” Usually, I’m very pleas- 
antly surprised. There are some moments on this 
album that I'm very excited about, that rock my 
world, that hurt my dog. 

O: Are those Lee Press-On Nails you're wearing? 

Cohen: They're the — yeah. They're not the 
actual thing, though, They're the generic version, 
okay? They're like the Stop & Shop Press-On Nails. 
‘They're acrylic nails, It sounds better than “Yeah, 
well, I'm using the Stop & Shop nails.” It’s, “Oh 
yes, | use acrylic nails,” instead. 

O: I just thought that guitar players grew their 
nails long. 

Cohen: Classical guitar players can get away 
with that. They play nylon string guitars or what 
they call gut string guitars, which are very soft. I 
play steel strings — which are really phosphorus 
bronze strings — and those strings will fracture 
and wear down your fingernails like you would- 
n'tbelieve. These (holds up his hand so Ican see the 
acrylic nails) don’t fracture and don’t wear down 
except when they get old. I used to use my fin- 
gernails. Before that, I just used the flesh of my 
fingers, and | had really big calluses, But I found 
that] really got great tone with these. That was the 
bottom line. They sounded so good. 

O: So do you think you'll take that step up to Lee 
Press-On Nails someday? 

Cohen: If they give me an endorsement [deal]. 
If they call me and say, “We really want you to use 
our product and pump itin the guitar magazines,” 

Max Cohen will appear at the Black Sheep Cafe 
in Amherst on Thursday, March 14 at 8 p.m. The 
show is $5. Students and fixed-income seniors get a 
dollar off. 

— Karen Shoffner 


CLUB SCENE 
All About the Muni 


re you hungering for some rip-roaring 

Cajun/Zydeco music right about now? No? 
Well, lighten up and imagine that you are. That's 
better. Now, imagine that you haven't the means 
to get to New Orleans, the home of 
Cajun/Zydeco music. Well, think Hartford. Yes, 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

Hartford's Municipal Cafe, established in 1924 
(making it that city’s oldest restaurant), is the 
Cajun/Zydeco mecca of New England, The cafe's 
music promoter, Steve McKay, a former state 


trooper, has been booking acts there for five years 
now. McKay, who didn’t intend to end up in the 
music promoting business, says, “I didn’t know 
alot about live entertainment, but the fellow who 
had been doing some things for my folks previ- 
ously had left a torn-up little notebook with some 
bands scratched in it, so I called all the bands that 
Icould... One night, two bands showed up. One 
of the bands hadn't been in the little book and it 
was a Cajun/Zydeco band, and I didn’t even know 
what the words Cajun or Zydeco meant at that 
point. I said, ‘T'll tell you what. You guys show up 
next Friday night? They came in here, and about 
40 or so people were in for the program and it 
just fit beautifully... Any and all of the national 
touring [Cajun/Zydeco] acts come through here, 
and the first Saturday of every month we have 
Mardi Gras at the Muni, where we'll have local 
and regional bands with dancing lessons and the 
whole thing,” 

McKay's family bought the Muni, with its “old 
beat-up wooden floor” and “14-foot-high tin 
ceilings,” 15 years ago. His parents and sister run 
the restaurant end (McKay claims his own cook- 
ing talents are lacking to the point that he burns 
water). The jump from state trooper to music 
promoter is big, but for McKay, the two jobs do 
have at least one thing in common. “They're com- 
pletely different worlds, obviously. I think I got 
involved in both of them because I like people.” 
He encounters all sorts. Situated across the street 
from the federal court house, McKay says, “[The 
Muni gets the prosecuted and the prosecutors 
during the day.” The crowd at the Muni is diverse 
because of the variety of music offered — he 
books acoustic rock, blues, and psychedelic acts 
in addition to the Cajun/Zydeco bands. Most of 
the bands he books play primarily original music, 
and McKay is especially careful to push talented 
local bands. With live entertainment Wednesdays 
through Saturdays, he says, “It’s a music club first 
and a bar second during the evening, At some 
bars, the bar is going to be packed, and you or I 
could play there and the bar is still going to be 
packed, but here the bands are not the monkeys 
in the music box. Whoever's here is here to see 
the band, whatever it might be.” 

McKay has been successful at spinning off the 
Cajun/Zydeco craze into an annual festival. This 
year’s bash will be held at Sunrise Resort in 
Moodis, Connecticut, in June. Coming up much 
sooner are the St. Patrick’s Day festivities. The 
Muni will host an Irish band called All For Me 
Grog Band and singer Danny Ringrose as well 
as hundreds of the true Irish and the Irish-for- 
a-day Irish. Corned beef and cabbage and over 
30 varieties of beer will be served. Says McKay, 
“It’s a pretty big event for us, and it’s the biggest 
amount of beer that we move in the year as well.” 
On weekends, the Muni holds after-hours house 
parties that go until 5 a.m. 

The mix of people the Muni attracts is per- 
haps best exemplified by the New Year's party 
where Shakedown, a Grateful Dead cover band, 
played in one room anda lesbian alternative band 
played in another. McKay put a hot tub in the 
game room and waited to see what would hap- 
pen. He says, “I thought, “This is going to be like 
putting bleach and ammonia together. This might 
blow up in our face, but everybody ended up 
hanging out together and having an incredibly 
good time, That’s what makes me smile, being 
the impetus for something like that.” 
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The Municipal Cafe is located at 485 Main St. 

in Hartford. For more information, call 860-527- 
5044 
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NEW WORLD CLASSICAL 
| Remember 


Ro stores may be wondering which sec- 
tion should include Amherst resident 
Stephanie Gelfan’s new CD Je Me Souviens/I 
Remember. Two tracks are classical, two are world 
beat, and four others are New Age. For music 
journalists, who tend to want to pigeonhole every- 
thing, this can be maddening, but Gelfan’s music 
isn’t meant to be maddening. It’s like comfort 
food —warm, soothing, and rejuvenating, Since 
Gelfan, an accomplished violist and synthesist, 
has a long-standing interest in the healing pow- 
ers of music, this should come as no surprise, 

With a Bachelor’s degree from the Manhattan 
School of Music and a Master’s from the Juilliard 
School, she has performed with orchestras and 
chamber groups in New York, and teaches work- 
shops and private lessons on music’s power to 
influence health and well-being, She says, “There 
are certain musical ingredients that are healing, 
that can affect brain waves, digestion, and heart 
rate, for example. The music of Mozart and Bach 
is healing, as are the indigenous songs and chants 
of many cultures, Lullabies are healing, too — 
that’s why they work.” 

Je Me Souviensis, for the most part, a solo effort. 
(Valley percussionist Tony Vacca plays on two 
tracks, “Bear Dance” and “After the Rain.”) ‘The 
CD wasa 10-year stop-and-start project. A few of 
the tracks were pieces Gelfan had been playing for 
years, while others took shape during the record- 
ing process. The third track, “Night Visit,” an ambi- 
ent piece featuring five string midi violin, viola, 
and two synthesizers, conjures an aural picture, 
which is exactly what it was meant to do. “I was 
hearing sounds,” Gelfan says. “I played what I heard 
in my head, I sawa picture and I played it, People 
who hearit say that they get a picture in their head, 
and it’s the same picture.” The CD’s fourth track, 
“Bear Dance,’ alilting and sunny dance tune ded- 
icated to her husband and young son (whose 
shared middle name is Baer), was one of the com- 
positions that took shape during the recording 
process, “I had a general idea in my head and told 
‘Tony basically what I wanted, and he did his thing.” 
She went home with the opening and Vacca’s bal- 
afon parts on tape, and played around with the 
piece until she got what she wanted. 

Synthesizers play a big part in Gelfan’s work. 
Every track on Je Me Souviens includes synthesiz~ 
er. She says, “I've always loved [synthesizers], ever 
since they first came out. Asa string player, you're 
supposed to hate them, and they are a terrible sub- 
stitute for string and acoustic instruments, but the 
sounds they make on their own are wonderful. 
Synthesizers are otherworldly. Acoustic instru- 
ments bring you right down to earth. [love com- 
bining the two of them.” 

Je Me Souviens has led Gelfan full circle in the 
creative process. As she puts it, “I’m very excited 
about it, but I'm ready to get on to the next pro- 
ject.” 

Je Me Souviens will be available at local record 
stores on March 19, 


— Matthew Mackenzie 
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SPECIAL EVENT 
Multicultural Gaze 


ollywood cinema is slowly becoming less 

WASP-y, but the dominant images are still 
very white and very American. Unless you live 
close to an urban center, your chances of seeing 
non-Hollywood cinema are slim. But Five College 
area residents are fortunate enough to have the 
‘Third Annual Multicultural Film Festival to fill 
the void left by mainstream cinema. 

The festival is presented by the 
Interdepartmental Program in Film Studies at the 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst this spring, 
and represents 150 undergraduates and faculty 
from 12 departments. The program sponsors lec- 
tures and screenings, and grants certificates to its 
students enabling them to have a minor in film 
studies, 

The festival, organized by program director 
Catherine Portuges, is made possible by collabo- 
ration with a number of departments and orga- 
nizations, including the Fine Arts Center 
Department of Multicultural Programs; the 
Rockefeller Program of the New York University 
Center for Media, Culture, and History; the UMass 
Arts Council; and the Amherst College English 
Department, to name a few, and will screen more 
thana dozen films during the course of the semes- 
ter, Viewers can travel from the Basque region of 
northern Spain during An Evening of Basque 
Cinema to Mexico in Danzén to an African- 
American community in the South in post-World 
War I America in the rediscovered Within Our 
Gates. 


Perform at 


SUMMER 
STAGE ’96 


A summer theatre /or 
high school students 


June 30 - August 4 
Training in acting, technical 
theatre and theor) 
Academic credit available. 
Day and residential options 


THE WILLISTON 
NORTHAMPTON SCHOOL 
Danny Eaton, Admission Director 
The Williston Summer Stage "96 
19 Payson Avenue, Easthampton, 
MA 01027 
1-800-786-8432 
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“Wow, that bike looks really awesome... 
I wonder if my legs will reach the pedals.” 


"Big enough to own the best equipment but small 
enough to know your name.” 
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The festival grew out of a perceived need for 
something more in cinema than standard 
Hollywood fare. Says Eva Ruschman, program 
assistant of the film studies at UMass, “We felt it 
was important to offer films from different nation- 
al traditions. .. Hollywood cinema dominates the 
market to such a degree that people have a hard 
time seeing anything else. People would have to 
go to New York in order to see films like this. We're 
adding to film culture in this area)” 

The collaborative interdepartmental nature of 
the festival is most apparent in the sponsorship 
of individual films. For example, Within Our Gates, 
made by Oscar Micheaux in 1919, perhaps the 
best known African-American film director of 
the first half of this century, will be co-sponsored 
by the Afro-Am Studies Department. A jazz score 
for the film has been composed by UMass grad- 
uate student David Dion. Horace Boyer, associ- 
ate director of the Fine Arts Center, will conduct 
the student orchestra that will play the score. 

Given the response to the festival, it seems that 
the Interdepartmental Program in Film Studies 
is getting people excited. “We've had a very good 
response to the festival so far, especially for Ulysses’ 
Gaze (which played at Pleasant St. Theater March 
4)” says Ruschman. “They had to add a second 
screening for that. We're hoping that the festival 
appeals toa broad range of people, We expect fair- 
ly large crowds for upcoming events.” 

The Third Annual Multicultural Film Festival 
will run through May 10. Most screenings will be 
held at UMass in Herter Auditorium 231 at 7 p.m. 
See the Events listings for screening schedule details, 

— MM 
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curtains can 
add warmth 
and charm to 
your home. 


Rte. 9 * Hadley 
%4 mi. from I-91 (Exit 19N, 20S) 
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Virtual Reality: The sights, sounds and 
feel of actual outdoor exercise. 


Rupert Holmes’ “Accomplice” at StageWest, directed by Marcia Milgrom Dodge, will 
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make you shiver, laugh, and guess until the dénouement. 


THEATER 
The News from Dodge 


ome of America’s finest stage directors 

began their careers as dancers and chore 
ographers — among them Michael Bennett, 
Bob Fosse, Jerome Robbins, and Tommy Tune. 
These multi-talents literally feel the rhythms 
of the script and develop codas and cadences 
that make musicals, comedies, and dramas 
dance along with elite syncopation. Ten years 
ago, the talented up-and-coming choreogra- 
pher M..rcia Milgrom Dodge put her own spin 
on StageWest’s production of Guys and Dolls, 
creating excitement on the regional theater 
scene. A year later, then-StageWest Artistic 
Director Gregory Boyd invited Dodge back to 
town to direct her first play, The Odd Couple. 
Over the last decade, Marcia Milgrom Dodge 
has emerged as one of the most innovative 
directors and choreographers in the American 
theater, and she returns to StageWest, where 
the magic began, as director of the upcoming, 
production of the Rupert Holmes thriller 
Accomplice. 

Marcia Milgrom Dodge's work over the last 
ten years has been literally all over the map. She 
choreographed the New York City Opera pro- 
duction of The Music Man, the landmark 
revivals of Sondheim's Merrily We Roll Along 
and the Gershwins’ Of Thee I Sing at 


Washington’s Arena Stage, and the Off- 
Broadway hit Closer Than Ever. As director, she 
created a distinctive revival of Ain't Misbehavin’ 
for six theaters across the country, including 
the Berkshire Theatre Festival. And she stepped 
in at Goodspeed with less than two weeks to 
direct and choreograph On the Town, a pro- 
duction that earned her rave reviews for her 
innovative work, She returns to StageWest after 
staging the world premiere of the new Bill C. 
Davis/Richard Adler musical Off-Key; she’s cur- 
rently developing a new musical, Kudzu, with 
Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Doug Marlette 
and The Red Clay Ramblers. 

Rupert Holmes’ thriller Accomplice was 
recently seen on Broadway. The composer, best 
known for his hit “The Pitta Colada Song,” made 
his first foray into the Broadway theater as com- 
poser, lyricist, and playwright of the award- 
winning The Mystery of Edwin Drood (a musi- 
cal with multiple endings — the audience votes 
on “whodunnit,” and the cast performs the finale 
based on the audience tally), Little should be 
said in advance about Accomplice, because the 
plot turns will have audiences on the edge of 
their seats as they become a part of the play. 
Holmes, a colleague of Dodge’s, is doing some 
updates for the StageWest production. 

StageWest presents Rupert Holmes’ Accomplice 
through April 7. For tickets: 781-2340, 


— Mark G. Auerbach *& 
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Big Black 


Frank Black’s The Cult 
of Ray finds him large 
and in charge 


by Ken Maiuri 


orget about watching the 
skies — it’s time to scan 
the television and radio 
waves. Frank Black is pre 
pared to take over the 
world with his new self- 
produced record, The Cult of Ray, and the inva- 
sion has already begun. The disc’s first single, 
“Men In Black,” is all over the radio, and Black 
even has a song on the upcoming soundtrack 
for The X-Files, surely one of the most fanati- 
cally followed shows in recent memory. All of 
which can only help a guy who wants to “sell 
lots and lots of records,” 

“Yeah,” said Black in a recent phone interview. 
“The whole UFO tag that I can’t seem to shake 


seems to be working in my favor.” 

Maybe it would be easier to get rid of a“ UFO 
tag” if he didn’t name albums after famous sci- 
fiauthor Ray Bradbury or write songs with titles 
like “The Marsist” and “Space Is Gonna Do Me 
Good.” Apparent obsessions aside, Black's blis- 
tering new album shows what his biggest con- 
cern is these days: To Rock. Mightily. And with 
the help of a crack back-up band (which includes 
drummer Scott Boutier, bassist Dave McCaffrey, 
and the astounding guitarist Lyle Workman), 
Black now owns a bigger picce of the Rock than 
Prudential Life Insurance. And that’s the way he 
wants it. 

“On this album, more than ever, it’s pure 
Frank,” says Black in his bio, But what exactly is 
the Essence of Frank? “It’s hearing me without 
other filters,” he says. “And with me producing 
the record, you're getting the other musicians 
through my filter. It’s a big dose of me.” 

It’s also a large helping of no-nonsense, six- 
string mayhem. “I knew I wanted more of a stark, 
raw, rock-and-roll album. So I eliminated the 
role of producer,” says Black, who left that posi- 
tion mostly unfilled, “My style of production is 
like no production. | don’t know a lot of tricks. 
I'm just a guy with a guitar.” 

But why, after two well-received albums co- 
produced with Eric Drew Feldman (once amem 
ber of Captain Beefheart’s Magic Band and Pere 
Ubu), did Black decide to go it alone? “I think I 
was ready,” he says. “Plus I really wanted to impress 
my new record company.” 

That would be American Recordings, a label 
that knows how lucky it is to have Black on its 
roster. “They're interested in me as a person with 
acareer,” he says. “They're not obsessed with ‘the 
next step’ They respect me enough to let me do 


Black is back with a new record and a raw sonic attack: “It’s a big dose of me.” 


what I want.” 

Black’s bio seems to put a slightly different 
slant on that statement. In a mock quote that 
refers to Teenager of the Year, Black’s 60-minute, 
22-song epic final album for the 4AD label, he 
has American Recordings saying, “Kid, making 
double albums is fine by us, but could you boil 
off some of the juice and give us something a bit 
more meaty?” 

But Black, who 
describes his songwrit- 
ing rate as “medium,” 
was more than happy 
with his new company’s 
suggestion. His new 
pared-down album 
13. strong 
songs, among them the 
rock-o-rama “Kicked In 
the Taco” and the bet- 
ter-be-a-single “You 
Ain't Me,” “I’m able to cough up ten really good 
songs a year,” he says. “And plenty of ditties.” 

Look for those ditties to pop up as B-sides on 
domestic and import singles, as well as in his live 
show — if he thinks the assembled masses can 
handle it. “If the crowd is really good, we start 


contains 


“| don’t know a lot 
of tricks,” says 
Black, king of six- 
string mayhem. 
“I’m just a guy 
with a guitar.” 


doing more obscure tracks,’ Black says. “We tend 
not to if we think we have to win the audience 
over.” 

Win audiences over? This coming from the 
guy who once played for packed stadiums across 
the planet with his old band (The Pixies, maybe 
you've heard of them)? A man who's written songs 
that have made U2, REM, Nirvana, David Bowie, 
and the whole world 
sing his praises? But that 
was when Black was 
short for Black Francis, 
a man who wrote 
screamy, serrated songs. 
And he doesn’t exist 
anymore. Frank Black 
is busy screaming across 
the universe on a new 
trip, and there's no rea- 
son to look back now. 
Atleast not to his earli- 
er career in music. Black fondly recalls his past 
life as a student at the University of Massachusetts 
(“Ah, the Pioneer Valley,” says Black with a sigh). 
With each Black trek through the 
Amherst/Northampton area comes a friendly 
flurry of radio interviews, not to mention resur- 


facing rumors about what exactly Black did in 
these parts. Did he really steal bread from the 
Worcester Dining Commons to go feed the ducks 
at the Campus Pond? Or live in the Brown dor 
mitory in the Sylvan area with fellow future Pixie 
Joey Santiago? Or work as a bagger at a local 
“super” market? The answers are all “yes.” 

“I remember once it was pay day, and I need- 
ed to get my check before the cut-off time,” says 
Black of his supermarket stint. “I heard the floor 
managers talking about some chore that needed 
to be done, so I said, ‘I'll do it if you let me cash 


my check. They took me into the back, where 
this guy moved a forklift to reveal this trap door. 
Underneath the floor was a big ceramic sink with 
a pipe over it; the pipe came from the meat depart- 
ment, and this sink was where all their scraps 
were supposed to drain out. But the sink was 
blocked and filled up with what looked like black 
oil. Itwas gallons of the most awful, rancid, putrid 
stuff. And somehow | unclogged it — I must have 
blocked it from my memory,” 

It’s a big jump from a supermarket cellar to 
the stars, but Black has catapulted his way into 
the stratosphere with ease. And he's not the kind 
of person to hog the universe. Black's opening, 
act on his current tour is a Chicago songwriter 
named Jonny Polonsky. Black believes in Polonsky 
so much (he’s even gone so far as to lump the 
Windy City wunderkind in with such masters as 
Roy Orbison, Ray Davies, and Elvis Costello) that 
he seems to be doing as much press for his open 
ing act as he is for himself. “Make sure you tell 
everyone to come for Jonny,’ Black says. “He's 
young, sharp, and talented. He’s amazing.” 

Just another out-of-the-ordinary move from 
an original performer. He broke up his old band 
just when they could have hit it big, and recent- 
ly shook off most of the super-quirkiness of his 
solo work just when that sort of thing was gain- 
ing acceptance. Black isn't about to play it safe. 
Or unplugged. At least not yet. 

“My manager has been trying to get me to 
make an acoustic record for a few years,” says 
Black, who has played solo with guitar in the past, 
most recently as an opening act for They Might 
Be Giants. “But the whole fashionability of 
‘unplugged’ is so prevalent. I didn’t think it was 
such a good idea; it wasn’t the right timing.” 

And so the pure Frank product called The Cult 
of Rayis on the rise. “1 just wanted to go out and 
prove that I could rock,” says Black, ready to attack 
with his band. “And we totally rock.” 

Frank Black appears at Pearl Street on Sunday, 
March 17 with Jonny Polonsky at 8 p.m. 18+. Tickets 
are available at the Northampton Box Office (586- 
8686 or 1-800-1 ICK) or at Strawberries in 
Hadley, For the Record in Amherst, About Music 
in Greenfield, or Tix Unlimited at the University 
of Massachusetts. Call 584-7771 for more infor- 
mation, © 
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¢ Single room Queen-size bed 

¢. Double room 2-Double Size beds 

¢ Smoking & non smoking rooms available 
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938.99 Double 


(Rates subject to change) 
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THE SQUIRES’ 


SMOKE AND GAME CLUB 
A Restaurant 


An Irishman is not drunk as long as 
he still has a blade of grass to hold onto. 
unknown 


A lot of things are said about the Irish. Some of them are true and some 
are just exaggerations 


And once you taste the food that Victor is whipping up for 
St. Patrick’s Day you'll ignore those who claim the Irish 
have no skill for fine cuisine 


Come join.us for a wonderful meal that starts with his mother’s 
soda bread, and moves on to 
wild mushroom filled buttermilk crepes, Irish sausage, steamed prawns, 
smoked lamb and barley soup, mussel, oyster and celeriac soup, spinach 
and sorrel salad, smoked brisket, chicken breast braised with Guiness, 
salmon and cod shepard’s pie, and 
Irish whiskey creme brulee or chocolate apple oat cake. 


Sunday, March 17 
Call for Reservations 
413.268.7222 
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PACKARD 


Authorized 
Reseller 


Supplies 
(800) 444-5049 


(413) 665-3742 
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by George Miller 
arry, delight, so seldom met... It 
doesn’t get any better this week for 


AL wacked-out UMass basketball fans, 


currently reveling in a double dose of hoop 
enjoyment. Not only did the Minutemen do 
the expected, wrapping up their fifth con- 
secutive Atlantic-10 postseason title in busi- 
nesslike fashion in preparation for the 
NCAAs, but they'll now be joined in the Big 
Dance by the UMass Minutewomen, mak- 
ing their first-ever NCAA appearance; a fit- 
ting reward for the finest season to date in 
UMass women’s basketball history. As an 
added bonus, both teams will hardly have to 
leave their own backyard. 

You might have heard the old saying, 
“Revenge is a dish best eaten cold.” The impli- 
cation is that the unfortunate victim should 
lay low until his anger or embarrassment has 
long dissipated, before making a move. Yet the 
Minutemen had little time to prepare their 
own response to an ongoing affront: less than 


imist/March Madness 


Outstanding Player honors for the tourna- 
ment; Camby was also an All-Tournament 
team selection. 

With a 31-1 record and the #1 seed in the 
East Regional safely locked up, UMass received 
the added perk of making the shortest road 
trip possible: to the Providence Civic Center 
for first- and second-round NCAA action. 
The immediate casualty of that decision was 
the Golden Knights of Central Florida, the 
Minutemen’s first-round opponent on March 
14, entering the tournament with the eye- 
popping record of 11-18 after forging three 
improbable wins in its conference tourna 
ment. Stanford (beaten by UMass in last year’s 
second round), Penn State, North Carolina, 
Texas Tech, and Big East power Georgetown 
also loom in the middle distance on the road 
to the Meadowlands. 

While a UMass-UConn men’s basketball 
matchup is constantly kicked around and 
debated, it’s looking pretty good in the NCAA 


Not only did the Minutemen wrap up 
their fifth consecutive Atlantic-10 
postseason title, but they’ll now be 

joined in the Big Dance by the UMass 

Minutewomen, making their first-ever 
NCAA appearance. 


two weeks after the indignity of a home loss 
to George Washington, UMass’ only defeat 
thus far, there were the same two combatants 
vying for a spot in the A-10 tournament cham- 
pionship game in Philadelphia. GW had won 
the last four head-to-head meetings, and some 
wondered if the Minutemen themselves were 
starting to believe that they just didn’t have 
what it would take to put down the Colonials. 
But even with a wretched (6-for-23) shooting 
day, Marcus Camby scored 19 points, match- 
ing his pal Donta Bright, and battled 7-foot 
1 GW strongman Alexander Koul to a stale- 
mate. UMass used a 13-1 run midway through 
the second half to gain control on their way 
to a definitive 74-65 win. 

That left us with the anticlimax of the tour- 
nament final, where UMass met Temple for 
the fourth straight year, and after the 
Minutemen had bludgeoned the Owls twice, 
by a total of 53 points, during the regular sea- 
son, the third meeting was mercifully closer 
and far more entertaining. Temple actually 
led by six points with just over 14 minutes to 
play, before UMass erased the Owls’ hopes 
with a 20-4 burst and cruised to a 75-61 deci 
sion. Carmelo Travieso fired in seven 3-point- 
ers for his total of 21 points, and copped Most 


women’s bracket. Joanie O’Brien’s 
Minutewomen celebrated their first-ever invi- 
tation after posting a 20-9 record and an A- 
10 women’s tournament semifinal appear- 
ance. UMass, which sweated out Selection 
Sunday in front of the tube before learning 
its fate, received the #8 seed in the Mideast 
Regional and now faces Michigan State in 
Storrs, Connecticut. You heard me right — 
Storrs, the home of the defending women’s 
national champion UConn Huskies, and all 
UMass and UConn have to do is win their 
respective first-round games on March 16 to 
make that fanciful collision the real thing two 
days later. 

Finally, amid all these loud rounds of 
applause, I can’t forget to offer my belated 
congratulations to my friend and colleague 
Marty Dobrow of the Daily Hampshire 
Gazette and to his wife Carey on the birth of 
their first child, Sarah Langdon Dobrow, who 
came into the world on Tuesday, March 5. 
While little Sarah seems to have already devel- 
oped some serious post-up moves (as her 
weary but relieved Mom will attest), here’s 
hoping she’s inherited some of Dad’s literary 
gifts as well, just to round out her nascent 
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GREAT ITALIAN FOOD 


For Casual Lunch & Dinner 


TOP QUALITY CATERING 


(Starting at $4.99 per person) 


Fresh Italian 
bread, 
baked daily 
on premises 
Open: 
M - Sat. 
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Think about it: 


V Upbeat arts and news coverage 55,000 weekly readers 


Vv Distribution throughout the Pioneer Valley 
Advertising in the Optimist works! For details, call: 
(413) 586-7070 


Grace Your Home With Granite 
Worry Free, Everlasting Beauty 


‘Kitchen Counter Tops 
*Vanities/Fireplaces 
*Hearths & Monuments 
*Garden Benches 

*On Site Custom Designing 


Abbiati Monuments 
" 24 South Main St., Brattleboro, VT. 


Phone (802)254-4855 or Toll Free (800) 491-4855 
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23 Main Street In The City 584-8666 
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Kcnvors 


by George Miller 
aybe they'd become a little too 
comfortable, maybe the incentive 


M had begun to wane ever so slight- 


ly, maybe the fatigue factor was finally catch- 
ing up to them after a Jong and arduous sea- 
son, Whatever the causes, the UMass 
Minutemen, despite their #2 national rank- 
ing, found themselves in dire need of momen- 
tum as they prepared for postseason play. 
They mustered enough for one afternoon in 
the Bluegrass State, where UMass nipped 21st- 
ranked Louisville 62 — 59 to complete their 
regular season with a glittering 28 — 1 record, 
marred only by that galling home loss to 
George Washington, It wasn't the kind of ring- 
ing endorsement UMass fans were hoping 
for, and it didn’t provide any conclusive evi- 
dence that the Minutemen have escaped their 
recent doldrums. But the game did offer us 
an NCAA tournament-style flavor and inten- 
sity, with which we'll once again get familiar 
in the next few weeks, "Tis the mad month of 
March, after all. 


manhandled by GW’s Alexander Koul, ques- 
tions abound on how Marcus will fare against 
bigger, wider-bodied opponents down the road. 
Donta Bright's struggles are just as eye-catch- 
ing: 19 of 51 shooting in his last four games, 
37 percent accuracy from the man frequently 
touted as “the best finisher in the country” by 
John Calipari. This team can’t afford to look 
back to their last strong wall-to-wall perfor- 
mances against Temple and Virginia Tech as 
proof that they're really just fine; it’s as if they 
passed the “Last Gas For Two Wecks” sign 
about, well, two weeks ago. 

If it'll take the Atlantic-10 postseason tour- 
nament in Philadelphia to recharge their bat- 
teries, the Minutemen now know that they'll 
face either St. Bonaventure or Dayton in their 
quarterfinal game on March 7, with a poten- 
tial semifinal rematch with George Washington 
looming the next day, UMass has won 12 con- 
secutive A-10 tournament games as part of 
their four straight conference championships, 
but the Minutemen entered the tournament 


It’s as if the Minutemen passed the 
“Last Gas For Two Weeks” sign about 
two weeks ago. 


It soon became clear that the GW loss had 
shaken the Mullins Center and its occupants 
to their respective foundations. Four days after- 
ward, the Minutemen were nearly picked off 
in their final home game of the season before 
shading St. Joseph's in overtime, 68 — 66. UMass 
looked burned out and dispirited — an 
unhealthy mood for the most meaningful time 
of the year. But behind Marcus Camby’s 23 
points and 8 rebounds and Carmelo Travieso’s 
last-second block of a 3-point try, the 
Minutemen succeeded in holding off a 
Louisville team that wins more than cight of 
every ten home games on average. 

The most obvious casualties of the season- 
long grind seem to be guards Travieso and 
Edgar Padilla, finally showing signs of wear 
and tear after averaging more than 35 minutes 
per game. Even with his resurgence against 
Louisville, Camby has still made only 31 of his 
last 79 shots (39 percent), and after he was 


Favorite 
Quilt Shop 


65 University Drive 
(413) 549-6009 


Amherst, MA 01002 


Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10 AM - 5:30 PM 


on a roll each of the last four years, and this 
year’s finish has served up mostly stale crusts. 

Meanwhile, the UMass women’s basketball 
team set a new school record with 20 victo- 
ries, but any postseason plans for the 
Minutewomen were jolted first by a late upset 
Joss at St. Bonaventure, followed shortly there- 
after by a Atlantic-10 tournament semifinal 
exit at the hands of George Washington, 59 — 
51. That left UMass at 20 —9 overall, and per- 
haps staring at a second straight trip to the 
Women's NIT in Amarillo, Texas, where the 
Minutewomen finished fourth out of eight 
teams in 1995. It would be little consolation 
for a team that knocked off nationally-ranked 
Stanford and played tough against top-ranked 
Louisiana Tech along the way, but the bigger 
reward is the terrific improvement overseen 
by Joanie O'Brien, who’s now taken UMass 
women’s hoops from 20 losses to 20 wins in a 
span of just five years, + 
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National Quilting Day! 
(Saturday March 16th) 


Buy 2 Yards Of 
Fabric Get 1 Free! 


Thursday 12 Noon - 8 PM; Saturday 10 AM- 4 PM 
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sANOPS 


r ia hat giant sucking sound you heard over 
the weekend was the air rushing out 
of the great big UMass basketball bal- 

loon, which had steadily grown in size and 

splendor over a three-month period but was 
suddenly and brutally punctured by a familiar 
and bitter stake. No one has done it better to 
the Minutemen than the Colonials of George 

Washington University, who, for the second 

straight year, swaggered into the Mullins Center 

and thumbed their noses’at history and at 

UMass’ outstanding home record, GW ran out 

to an overwhelming first-half lead and basi- 

cally smacked the Minutemen silly in an 86 — 

76 triumph, which halted UMass’ 26-game win- 

ning streak. 

It was easier for George Washington than the 
final score might indicate. The Colonials remain 
the only opponent ever to win at Mullins (where 
visitors are now 2 — 38 all-time) and have won 
each of the last four head-to-head meetings. Yet 
despite the derailment of their perfect season, 
UMass ought to give thanks to GW for not only 
exposing certain weaknesses that must be 


mentioned the pressure of the streak while it 
was on, we now know, after the fact, that they 
were only too happy to be rid of it. So maybe, 
just maybe, that was really a sigh of relief you 
heard. 

Whether he realized it or not, John Calipari 
did his own part to relieve his team’s stress with 
his sensational exit midway through the first 
half, thanks to two early technical fouls that con- 
signed him to the locker room. Afterward, 
Calipari was quick to accept the blame, stating 
that his ejection cost UMass the win (even though 
GW led by 16 points at the time). For the first 
time this season, Marcus Camby was schooled 
by the opposing team’s center, and maybe 
reminded once again that he ought to stay in 
school for another year. 7°1”, 300-pound 
Belarussian Alexander Koul stuffed Camby’s 
shot twice in the first few minutes, leading to an 
8-for-21 shooting day for Marcus with five 
turnovers. Camby has made only 15 of 41 shots 
in his last two games, and readily admitted, “I’m 
in a slump. I’ve got to pick it up a little bit... 
we've been slipping the last couple of weeks.” 


“The more we heard about it, the more 
disgusted we were by the whole idea 
that we’re #1 and undefeated. We were 
getting sick and tired of hearing it we 
just wanted to come out and play.” — 
Minuteman guard Carmelo Travieso 


repaired before tourney time, but also for reliev- 
ing the building pressure created by merely con- 
tinuing to win, 

Following the game, we finally heard a remark 
ableadmission from Minuteman guard Carmelo 
‘Travieso about the true measure of the burden 
an undefeated and top-ranked team must carry, 
no matter how hard they try to conceal it: 
“Byeryone else was talking about it, but we were 
never concerned. The more we heard about it, 
the more disgusted we were by the whole idea 
that we're #1 and undefeated. We were getting 
sick and tired of hearing it... we just wanted to 
come out and play.” 

That's a pretty simple and respectable desire, 
which quickly and sadly gets lost when the media 
constantly want to know what 19- and 20-year- 
olds think about their potential place in histo- 
ry. As it is, the Minutemen were foiled in their 
bid to become the first team since Nevada-Las 
Vegas in 1991 to enter the NCAA tournament 
undefeated, and although they never openly 
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Such slips might be easily obscured by the 
glare of a26—1 record, but the Minutemen were 
pushed to thelimit by Rhode Island in Providence 
four days earlier. Of the last eight halves of bas- 
ketball they've played, only three of them (the 
second half against LaSalle and the entire Virginia 
Tech game) have to be considered satisfactory. 
When you combine those struggles with a fear- 
less George Washington team, currently on a 
roll against UMass and totally prepared by 
Calipari’s personal gadfly Mike Jarvis, it’s not 
hard to see that this thing was coming. The real 
ization should serve to dampen the shock. 

If the Minutemen now become the unde- 
served target of scorn and spitting from those 
who have waited all season long for them to fal- 
ter, so be it, But to hear the UMass players them- 
selves tell it — that winning them all would be 
just a by-product of the championship season 
they really want — they've already putit behind, 
said “the record be damned,” and moved on to 
new and different things. * 
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hat is it about February 4 that 
W makes significant moments hap- 
pen in UMass basketball? On that 


date in 1993, the Mullins Center hosted its 
first-ever basketball game, as UMass edged 
West Virginia; last year, the Minutemen were 
picked off at George Washington, snapping 
a 16-game winning streak and putting an 
end to UMass’ four-week stay atop the polls. 
On a more subjective level, | paid my first 
visit to pastoral Olean, New York four years 
ago on Feb, 4, and discovered the wonder of 
the rigatoni at Angee’s Restaurant prior to 
the UMass-St, Bonaventure game. (OK, so 
it was really mostaccioli, but who was | to 
complain?) Most recently, though, the 
nation’s #1-ranked team had the bejeezus 
scared out of it on February 4 by the young, 
nothing-to-lose Xavier Musketeers in 
Cincinnati. But the Minutemen, winners of 
ten straight overtime games in the last five 
years, used the extra five minutes to advan- 
tage and managed to wring out a 78 — 74 
decision, raising their stainless record to 21 


against UMass since the 1949 — ’50 season. 
Even the normally rabid McGonigle Hall fans 
were stunned into silence, powerless to 
encourage their team, perhaps realizing at the 
end that the game was far less a competition 
than a coronation. Temple's feeble offense 
must dramatically improve if the Owls have 
any hope of a seventh straight trip to the 
NCAAs. Make no mistake: a strong Temple 
program stil] holds considerable benefit for 
the Atlantic-10, even if UMass has dominat- 
ed the conference for four solid years. 

In a way, UMass fans have to find it infu- 
riating — the Minutemen have had it rela- 
tively easy against some of the top teams on 
their schedule, yet they've struggled to win 
against lesser teams. The critics have pounced 
on these same unforeseen nailbiters and used 
them as evidence that UMass doesn't really 
merit the nation’s #1 ranking, which it has 
now held for seven weeks; their contention is 
that other highly ranked teams, like UConn, 
Kentucky, or Cincinnati, wouldn't let their 
concentration lapse against lesser foes and 


No team had scored as few points as 
Temple against UMass since the 1949 — 
750 season. 


= 9: 

Maybe such a letdown could have been 
expected after the kind of effort the 
Minutemen had put out three days earlier. 
After UMass had blasted Temple 59 = 35 in 
Philadelphia, John Calipari spoke of “over- 
coming barriers” and of his team’s need to 
finally win convincingly at Temple's 
McGonigle Hall, where the Minutemen are 
still only 2— 13 all-time and where their only 
previous victory came on a ridiculous last- 
second 3-point shot, A UMass blowout would 
provide even more national credibility and 
validation of their continuing mastery over 
the Atlantic-10, Relax, Coach; there's one more 
item you can cross off that “things to do” list. 

The Owls certainly helped matters with 
their own miserable shooting (only 21 per 
cent for the game, a record low for an oppo- 
nent during the Calipari era), but the 
Minutemen’s punishing malense limited 
Temple to only 12 points in the first half. 
UMass withstood the Owls’ second-half surge, 
which brought them back to within eight, and 
then put the game away with a decisive 19 
1 run. No team had scored as few points 


wouldn't be stretched to the limit as UMass 
has already been on a number of occasions. 
Any outstanding team would rather not be 
tested so often, and would rather play at the 
same consistently high level against all com- 
ers, whether it’s UConn or Dwindle ‘Tech, But 
the obvious advantage of playing close games, 
regardless of the opponent's caliber, is that a 
team learns how to better manage so-called 
“pressure” situations and figures out what to 
do and how to succeed when they're trailing 
with only seconds left to play. Sometimes a 
team simply executes to get it right; other times 
they get it done by the seat of their pants. It 
worked against Xavier, when the experienced 
Minutemen made up a five-point deficit with 
less than three minutes to go in regulation, On 
the surface, mid-season wins over the likes of 
St. Joseph's, Duquesne, and now Xavier may 
not seem to lend a great deal to the big picture 
— unless seeing UMass stay at #1 and remain 
undefeated are all-consuming to you — but 
the lessons learned in those unexpectedly hard- 
fought games are the valuable knowledge any 
team is glad it has when there's an NCAA cham- 
pionship out there waiting to be claimed. * 
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hile rain and fierce winds pound- 
ed the Mullins Center, the audi- 
ence breathed a sigh of relief for 


an entire region on the afternoon of January 
27. Greeted by a thunderous ovation, Marcus 
Camby missed his first two shots, made his 
next six, swatted away everything in sight, 
recorded the 1000th point of his UMass career, 
and finished with 19 points, seven rebounds, 
and nine blocked shots as if nothing had ever 
happened. But it had, as we knew all too well. 
Camby’s return to action after a two-week 
absence lifted the Minutemen to a 72-47 dis- 
missal of St. Bonaventure, and for a couple of 
hours at least, any lingering worries about his 
health were replaced by the satisfaction of his 
familiar dominance. 

We may never know the real reasons for 
Camby’s fainting episode back on January 14, 
butit’s sure to remain a disturbing backdrop to 
this wildly successful 1995 — '96 season, 
Predictably, the attention the media gave to his 
condition has become tiresome to Camby, even 
though he has managed to answer all the expect- 
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taking up permanent residence in Pittsburgh 
after his two outstanding games there (60 points 
and 15 3-pointers), bailed out the Minutemen 
with two huge threes in the overtime period at 
Pitt to stave off the upset. It’s not a coincidence 
that the Minutemen struggled to win the four 
games that Camby missed, but win them they 
did, to remain the nation’s only unbeaten 
Division I team. 

Even more eagerly awaited than the big inde- 
pendent games that dotted the early-season 
schedule is the one we've had circled on our cal- 
endars from the start: “UMass at Temple, 
February 1.” No matter how good the 
Minutemen have been in the last two months, 
this remains the game with the capacity to strike 
fear into the hearts of the most devout UMass 
fans. Although the Minutemen have won eight 
of the last ten games against the Owls, and won 
three straight victories over Temple in the 
Atlantic-10 postseason championship, they’ve 
won only once in 14 tries at McGonigle Hall 
(on Mike Williams’ late bank-shot 3-pointer 
two years ago). Now the detractors are saying 


It’s not a coincidence that the 
Minutemen struggled to win the four 
games that Camby missed, but win 
them they did, to remain the nation’s 
only unbeaten Division I team. 


ed questions with his usual patience and self- 
assurance. He will undoubtedly face the same 
kind of media blitz when the NBA comes call- 
ing, but for now he must feel he’s being prod- 
ded with more microphones, cameras, and 
inquiries than medical instruments. 

Camby would later confess that he “felt like 
it was my freshman year all over again” at the 
start of the St. Bonaventure game, but by the 
end, with UMass’ 18th straight victory safely in 
hand, he could readily admit, “I'm relieved. The 
place was going crazy... It’s been a good day for 
me.” A good day for Camby usually means bet- 
ter things for the Minutemen, and John Calipari 
had to be impressed that Camby’s teammates 
kept up the outstanding play that carried UMass 
over the previous two weeks. Edgar Padilla (five 
3-pointers) and Donta Bright (23 points shy of 
1000 himself) each pitched in with 15 points 
against the Bonnies, and Bright upped his school 
record of consecutively successful free throws 
to 39. Carmelo Travieso, who might consider 


that if UMass’ unbeaten run is to come to an 
end, this game will be it. Given the Minutemen’s 
track record, can those cynics really be that far 
off 

Temple has raced to a 7 —0 start within the 
A-10, having won eight of its last nine games 
since beginning the season at 3 ~ 6. John 
Chaney's Owls are still the same poor-shoot- 
ing, uncompromising defensive team we've 
become accustomed to, always able to frustrate 
even the biggest names in the college game 
(including Villanova, Kansas, and Duke this 
year). These games have a lot of appeal, dating 
back to UMass’ 21-game winless streak against 
the Owls and continuing right through the 
Minutemen’s current upper hand; that’s not 
going to change any time soon, either. But these 
two longtime antagonists don’t need unbeaten 
records, high national rankings, or coaches who 
can't stand each other; put them out on the 
blacktop fora little 3-on-3, and you'd still enjoy 
a memorable basketball brawl. * 
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REAL ESTATE GROUP INC. 


To The Best Basketball 
Team in the Country 


From The Best Real Estate 
Company in the Upper Pioneer Valley. 


NOTE: This representation is based in whole or in part, on data supplied by the Franklin-Hampshire County Association of REALTORS, Inc. or Bay 
State Multiple Listing Service, Inc. Neither the Association nor Bay State M.L.S. guarantees or is in any way responsible for it's accuracy. Data 
Maintained by the Association or Bay State M.L.S., Inc. may not reflect all real estate activity in the market. 


200 TRIANGLE STREET, AMHERST, MA 01002 
PHONE: 549-3700 - FAX: 549-7632 


Internet: info@dhjones.com - http://www.dhjones.com 


March 14-20, 1996 
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THURSDAY MARCH 14 


Bay State Cabaret, 41 Strong Averiue, Northampton, 584 
8613, Kittywinder with Juicy, an allwornan searching pop rock 
band with delinite attitude, 10 p.m. 21+ 

Black Sheep Café, 79 Mair St, Amherst, 253-3442, Max 
Cohen, (ine sounds, 8 p.m. 

Chub Metro, 492 P| St,, Northampton, 582-9898. 18+ 
dance party, 9 p.m. 

Fire and Water Café, 5 Ol! South St, Northarnpton, 586 
8336. American Hamburger, a rare vegetarian appearance, 9 
pm. 

The Grotto, 25 West St., Northampton, 586 6900, Diesehneat, 
Swank, Pangloss, heavy heavy metal, 9 pun, 18+ 

Hadley Pub, Fle. 9, Hadley, 586-3880. Open mike night with 
Wildcat O'Halloran, 9:30 p.m. —1 a.m. Signup at 9 p.m 

‘The Infinity, 1291 Liberty Si., Springfield, 739-2246, Ace's 
High, covers and original rock, 10 pn. 21+ 

fron Horse, 20 Center St., Northampton, 586-8686/800 THE 
TICK. Nis Lofgren, former rock guitarist for the Bass, 7 p.m. All 
ages. 

Municipal Café, 485 Main St, Hartford, (860) 527-5044, 
Foxtrot Zulu, eclectic Rhade Island band, 9 pn. Doors at 8 
pm, 

Pearl Street, 10 Pearl SI., Northampton, 586 8686, High ener 
gy dance party, 9 pun. = 1 a.m, 18+ The Verve Pipe witr If 
Inertia, 8:30 pum. 18+ 

Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, Tumers Falls, 862-228 1/498. 

5003, Mocha Java, Jed Hover Revue, and The Crybabies, 


Rhythm starts as a heartbeat, a slight murmur on 


drums. The tempo quickens as the 


balafon/xylophone blends sweet notes into the 
pulse. Bells and gongs interject briefly; the current 
sweeps upward as a flute trills heavenly pitches. 
Locals Steve Leicach and Tony Vacca of The 
Rhythm Mission link traditions of West Africa with 
the Caribbean, Europe, and America. “It’s the 
Moroccan Gnawa musician as doctor and spiritual 
acrobat; it’s the hypnotic music of a Balinese 
Gamelan orchestra, the irresistible drive of Puerto 


Street Cale. 

The Squires’ Smoke and Game Club, 122 Main St, 
Wiliarnsburg, 268-7222. Craig Eastman with Tom MoClung 
and Guy De Vito, coo! fiddle and jazz, 9 p.m. 

Theodores’, 201 Worthington St., Springfield, 726-6000. Donna 
Lee, regional country favorite, 9 p.m. 


FRIDAY MARCH 15 


American Legion Post 28, 63 Riverside Drive, Northamplon, 
584-5519. Dooley Austin, country dance fun, 8:30 p.m, ~ 12:30 
am, 

Baystate West, 1500 Main St, Springlield, 733-2171. Bamey 
McElhone and Jimmy McArdle of The Bards, Irish folk music, 
t1am.-1pm 

Bay State Cabaret. Jhe Rock Gods From Chicopee with 
Jaba, local rock, 10 p.m. 21+ 

Black Sheep Café. Gutterbirds, acoustic house band, 8 pn. 

Club Metro. Euro-house dance club, 9pm. ~ 1am, 21+. 

Common Ground Restaurant, 25 Eliot Si. Brattleboro, 
(802) 257-0855. Free Bear and Chicken, rock and roll, 10 p.rr 
Allages. 

Fire and Water Café. 5H! Winslow, jazz piano, 7 p.m, Baan 
Bender Jazz Quartet, multHalented trombonist, 9:30 p.m. 

Greg's Performance Music, the Recital Hall, 126 Ekn a 
Westfield, 568-5383, Home with Baby Jane Doe, rock, 7 p.m, 

The Grotto. Gay night, 9 p.m. - Tam. 18+ 

Hotel Northampton, 36 King Si., Northampton, 584-3100 
Mark Nomad, jazz, 7:30 - 11:30 p.m, 

The Infinity. Tunne/, Boston rock, 9.30 p.m. 21+ 

Ion Horse, Tle Derek Trucks Band with Darlahood, 

blues rock on a slide guitar, 7 p.m. All ages. 

Mikara's, 270 Cooky St, Springfield, 796-7 127/586 

8686, Primitive Ink, alternative rock, 9 p.m. 

Municipal Café. Pleasure Heads, rock, 9 pn. 

Doors at 8 pm 

Mole’s Eye Café, 4 High Si, Brattleboro, (802) 257 

077 14800) 427-0771. Johnson Boys, roots rock with 

enthusiasm, 9 p.m. 

O’Meara's Restaurant, 80 Jarvis Ave,, 536-8171 

Spancl Hil, ish traditional and original music, 9 p.m. 
Tam. 

Pearl Street. The Scoflaws wih The Invaders and 

The Delactos, 7:30 p.m. All ages. Retro dance night, 
9pm-tam. 21+ 

Pioneer Valley Brew Pub, 57 Taylor Si., 

Springfield, 732:BREW. The Mark Morris Trio, 

Springlield's jazz and blues, 8 p.m. ~ midnight, 

Raven Used Book Shop, 4 Old South St, 

Northampton, 584-9868, The Push Stars, alternative 

Boston pop rock, 11 p.m. No cover. 

Red Basket Restaurant, Rie. 10, Southampion, 

£27-9863. Cool Breeze, oldies rock, 9 p.m. ~ mid: 

night 

Seven O's, Re. 116, Sunderland, 665-8788. 

Catamount, @ purting rock band, 9 p.m. No cover. 
Theodores’. 1c Big Bad Bollocks, gearing up for 
that St. Patty's Day rock blowout, 10 p.m, 
Upstairs at Bemadino’s, 13 Center St, 
Chicopee, §92:2111. West End Blues Band, high 
potency blues, 8:30 p.m. — 12:30 a.m. No cover with 
dinner. 

The Waterfront, 920 Main St, Holyoke, 532 
2292. Irish night with the Shillelaghs, 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY 
MARCH 16 


Bay State Cabaret. Shovelhead with Sticknen, 
alternative hard rock, 10 p.n. 21+ 

Black Sheep Café. Andy Scheinman, Nashivile 
foksinger, 8 pm 

The Brass Cat, 65 Cottage St, Easthampton, 
527-4085. Cool Breeze, soft rock pop, 9 p.m. 
12.30 a.m. No cover. 

Club Metro, Euro-house dance chib, 9pm. ~1 
am, 21+ 

Common Ground Restaurant, Pieus, local 
heroes, 10 pm. 

Fire and Water Café, Vichiae! Balura, Celtic 
harp, 6 pm. Belly dancing, Therese and Dee, 8:30 
p.m. Shawn Ferg and Friends, jazz guitar, 9:30 


Rican salsa,” says the duo. The Rhythm Mission pin 


plays a percussive party at The Bookmill in 


Montague, Sat. March 16, at 8 p.m. 


The Grotto. Cameron's Way with Ssh, Star 
Ghost Dog, rock, 9 p.m. 18+. 

Hotel Northampton, 26 King St, Northanplon, 
586-6564, The Beloved Infidels with John 
Dorrington, champion Irish fiddler, 8 - 11:30 p.m. 


Alternative jazz has defied cliché. Dave Douglas, a young New York trumpeter, invents the 
standard with his complex spontaneous style. In the vein of the late trumpeter Booker Little, 
Douglas energizes compositions by “requiring soloists to weave in and out of changing 
written parts,” says Down Beat, achieving controlled improvisation, The Dave Douglas 
Sextet, including Josh Roseman on trombone, Chris Potter on reeds, Uri Caine on piano, 
James Genus on bass, and Jeff Ballard on drums, will perform as part of the Magic Triangle 
Jazz Concert Series at Hampden Theater, Univ, of Mass., Thurs. March 14 at 8 p.m. 


The Infinity. Empire, Queensryche tribute band, 10 p.m. 21+ 

tron Horse. Lifher “Guitar” Jt. Johnson and The Magic 
Rockers, electro static charged blues, 7 p.m, All ages. 

Mikara's, Staind, area's heaviest grunge metal, 9 p.m. 

Mole's Eye Café. Hard fo Please, wornen's blues band plays 
some soul, 9 p.m, 

Montague Book Mill, Greeniield Rd., Montague, 367.9206, 
The Rhythm Mission with Tony Vacag,and Steve Leicach, a 
special night of percussion and world rhythms, 8 p.m. 

Municipal Café. Si. Patty's Day Bash with Danny Ringrose, a 
rowdy day of green beer and Irish tunes, 9 arn, close. 

O’Meara's Restaurant. Sparc! Hil, \rist radilional and orig 
nal music, 9 pum, = 1 a.m. 

Pearl Street, The Big Badd Bollocks, St. Patrick's Eve lish tock, 
8:30 pm. 21+. Club music, 9 p.m. ~ 1am, 21+ 

Seven O's. Showdown, 9 p.m. 

Theodores’, William Clarke, West Coast blues giant, 10 p.m. 

Tho Waterfront. Stash with The Ostrich Farm, squawking 
roclrap, 9 p.m. 


SUNDAY MARCH 17 


Black Sheep Cafe. St. Patrick's Day cabaret, no Irish music 
here, 2 p.m, Mary MeCasiin, California folksinger, 8 p.rn. 

Fire and Water Café, Alex Lumelsty, lolk-rockin’ singer/song 
writer, 9 p.m. 

‘The Infinity. Karaoke presented by Flash Productions, 10 p.m, 
21+ 

lvon Horse. Christine Lavin with Don White, the grande dame of 
American fok music, 7 pn, All ages, 

Municipal Café, Al For Me Grog Band, a special St, Patlys 
Day Irish show, 8 pm. 

O’Meara’s Restaurant. Spanci Hil, \rish traditional and orig! 
nal music, alter the parade. 

Pearl Street. Frank Black with Johnny Polansky and Reid 
Paley, ex-Poies lead rocks ot, 8 pm. 18+. 

Springfield Civic Center, downtown Springiield, 787 
6600/733-2500. Brooks and Dunn with Tracy Byrd and David 
Lee Murphy, Nashville country legerxis, 7:30 p.m. 

‘The Waterfront. The Big Bad Bollocks, St. Patty's Day Irish 
rock party, 9 pm 


MONDAY MARCH 18 


Bay State Cabaret. Be Monday with Ed Vadas and the 
Fabulous Heavyweights, 21+. No cover. 

Fire and Water Café. Open stage, 6.20 p.m. sign up. 
Schieigho, more electric psychejazz, 9 p.m. 

The Grotto, The blues hour with Che! Keele, 9 p.m, — midnight 
No cover. 


tron Horse, Jahn Mayall, rolling rock blues, 7 pn. 


TUESDAY MARCH 19 


The Grotto, Serpico and Dunce, local rock, 9 p.m 

Iron Horse. Pierre Bensusan, FrenchVAlgerian guitar virtuoso, 7 
p.m, All ages. 

John M. Greene Hall, Smith College, Northampton, 586, 
8686. Joan Baez with Dar Willams, two folk legends inspire 
the feminine, 7 pan. 


WEDNESDAY 
MARCH 20 


Bay State Cabaret, Open mike with NE Plus Ultra, sign-up 9 
pm. 214. 

Club Metro. "Something divine" gay night, 9 pn. ~ 1am. 21+ 

El Acufia Tex-Mex Cantina, Boltwood Walk, Amherst, 253 
4040. Phat Jams with John Sheldon, Joe Sallins, ancl Peter 
Kim, 8pm. 

Fire and Water Café. Word on Wednesday, eaturing Rania 
Kahlil 8 pm. Sign up 6:30 pm. Russ Cobe Tho, piano, bass 
and drums, 10 pn, 

The Grotto. Blectric open mike, sign-up 8 p.m, 

won Horse. Jeffrey Gaines with Ellen Cross, introspective 
“bleeding” heart songwriters, 7 p.m, All ages 

Mole's Eye Café. Je!! Potter and The Rhythin Agents, rock 
and roll, boogie, and a bit of rockabilly, 9 p.rn. 

Pearl Street, Gay dance night, 9pm, ~ 1am. 21+ 


Razzl's, 77 West &i., Springlield, 7328181. Fal Joo and The 
Lost Boys, 9 pn. 


ART EVENTS/EXHIBITS 


MARCH 14 
“CARTON, CONTAINER, CRATE: THE IMAGE OF 


THE BOX IN ART," will be p d by Dee Boyle- 
Clapp as part of the Art Bank’s Art-at-Night lecture series 
Sculptor and Art Bank director, Boyle-Clapp will chronicle a 
lively history of boxes and related objects from mummy 
cases and reliquary boxes to Andy Warhol's Brillo Boxes in a 
talk at the Art Bank, 22 Bridge St, Shelburne Falls (625- 
6235), Thurs. at 8 p.m. 

MARCH 14 - 17, MARCH 23 - APRIL 3 

WILLIAM BROVELLI - LARGE DRAWINGS exhibition 
features the artist's newest work, including charcoal, at the 
Visual Arts Center Gallery, Springfield College, Springfield 
(746-3395), though April Hours are Mon - Fri 9-4 

MARCH 15 

“LOOKING AT PORCELAIN.” Both Carver Wees, curator 
of decorative arts, will give a talk at the Sterling and Francine 
Clark Art Institute, 225 South St., Williamstown (458-9545), 
Fri at 1 p.m The galleries are open Tue ~ Sun. 10-5 

MARCH 16 

THE CONDITION OF APERTURE: CARLOS 
JIMENEZ, BUILDINGS AND PROJECTS, 1983 - 
1996 The Williams College Museum of Art in Williamstown 
(597-2429) will host the first exhibition of work by this young 
Houston architect through September 15. Jimenez designed 
the WL.S. Spencer Studio Art Building which will be a major 
architectural addition to the college campus 

APRIL 13 

AN “EGG-CITING" TRIP The Arts Council of Franklin Co 
will sponsor a bus trip lo New York City on April 13 to visit 
the Fabergé exhibit at the Metropolitan Museum. The bus 
will leave the Hope St. parking lot in Greenfield at 7 a.m. and 
felurn at 11pm Call 772-6611 for reservations. Deadline for 
registering is April 6 


ONGOING 


AQUA MEDIA. an art exhibit by Amherst artist Rekha Puri, is 

showing at ACTV-10, 246 College St, Amherst (256-1010) 
«through March 29 

COLOR LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARCUS 
FISHER are on display al McCusker's Markel, 3 State St 
Shelburne Falls (625-9411), through March Hours are Mon 
~Fri Gam =7 pm, Sat/Sun 6-6 

EYE SPEAK an exhibition organized and curated by stu 
dents in the New York Professional Outreach Program at the 
Univ of Mass., shows in Herter Gallery, 125 A Herter Hall 
Univ. of Mass., Amherst (545-0976), through April 16 

FROM THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN 4) exhibit of paint- 
ings and woodeuts by Amherst artist Peggy Nelson, is on 
display at the Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 $ 
Pleasant St, Amherst (256-6006), through March 30. 

THE GRAPHIC ART OF ROCKWELL KENT, an exhibi- 
tion of prints, drawings, posters, book illustrations, and deo- 
orative designs, is on display at the Mead Art Museum, 
Amherst College, Amherst (542-2335) through April 28. 
Hours are Mon. ~Fri 10 - 4.30, Sat/Sun. 1 = 5. 

THE GREAT SANTA-FE TRAVELING MEDICINE 
SHOWhils the trail again with rustic constructions by 
designer Mike Aldrich showing at Basil's Café, 10 Miles St 
Greenfield (772-6333) through March 

GROUP ART EXHIBITION OF WORK BY JOAN 
BREDIN-PRICE, CAROLYN JONES, AND LAURA 
KOGONIS exploring personal issues using religious 
iconography, shows at the Barnes Gallery, Leverett Crafts 
and Arts, Montague Rd , Leverett (548-9070) through March 
29 


GROUP EXHIBIT OF COMPUTER ANIMATION and 
compuler-generated artwork by Univ of Mass. artists is 
showing at Springfield Technical Community College, 1st 
floor Building 27, Springfield (781-7822), through March 30 
Hours are Tue ~Fri noon 4, Sat 91 

IMAGE - STYLE, ATTITUDE, INTENSITY! Ihe Words 
and Pictures Museum, 140 Main St. Northampton (586- 
8545), shows a exhibition of image works by comic artists in 
the Grd floor galleries through May 5 

INSCAPES AND SPIRIT FIELDS and BEYOND 
WORDS. exhibits by Constance Costigan and Michael 
Krausz, respectively, shows in the Main Gallery, Hampshire 
College, Amherst (582-5544) through March 29. Hours are 
Mon. —Fri 10:30 ~ 4:30, Sun 2-5. 

KALEIDOSCOPE: EIGHT PHOTOGRAPHERS, EIGHT 
VISIONS, a collection of art by Pioneer Valley artists, 
shows in Forbes Library Gallery, Northampton (586-0489) 
Sun, through March 30. Hours are Mon /Tue 9~ 6, Wed 9 - 
9, Fri/Sat 9-5 

MARK SHAPIRO: WOODFIRED POTTERY. a one per- 
son show of whee! thrown pottery fired in a wood fueled kiln. 
shows in Ferrin Gallery at Pinch Pottery, 179 Main St 
Northampton (586-4509) through March, Hours are Mon. - 
Sat. 10-6, Thurs 10-9, Sun, noon - 5 

NASHAWANNUCK GALLERY exhibits the works of Jack 
Braudis, Elice Davis Pierodan, John Gnatek, and Elizabeth 
ore Cee April 6. The Crore is located at 40 Cottage 
St. Easthampton (529-9393) Hours are Thurs /Fri_ noon — 7. 
Sat 10-5, Sun noon-4 

NEGA’ TIVE: THE ART OF THE PHOTO- 


Deadline for calendar submissions is the Monday one week before 


publication. Please direct all material to Calendar Editor, Optimist 
Publications, 1 Brewster Court, Northampton, MA 01060. 


GRAPHIC PRINT, an exhibit featuring photographic print- 
ers John Marcy, Jon Goodman, and Ned Gray, shows at the 
Northampton Center for the Arts, Northampton (584-7327), 
through April 7, 

NEW ANGLES the American debut of an exhibit by 
Vietnamese artist Vu Dan Tan, is on display al Augusta 
Savage Gallery, 101 New Africa House, Univ. of Mass 
Amherst (545-5177) through April 2 

PAINTINGS AND MIXED MEDIA WORKS BY FRAN 
KIDDER AND LAURA SEFTEL are on display in the City 
Hall Gallery and on the second floor of City Hall in 
Northampton. The exhibition runs through March 29, and is 
oa by the Northampton Arts Council (586-6950, ext 


PERSONAL MYTHOLOGIES ‘s a collection of paintings 
and prints by Amherst artist Jenny Lambert from a series 
recently shown in Hawaii The exhibit shows at the Black 
Sheep Café, 79 Main St, Amherst (253-3442), through April 
3 


PICTURING AMERICAN WOMEN: WOOD ENGRAV- 
INGS BY WINSLOW HOMER, 1858 - 1874 an exribi- 
tion highlighting the revolution of the women's education 
movernent, is on display at the Smith College Museum of Art 
(585-2770), Northampton, through March 24 

PRODIGAL SON NARRATIVES 1480 ~ 1980. a compi- 
Jation of prints and narrative sequences by artists including 
Durer, van Rijn, Hogarth, and Hart Benton, is on display at 
the Sterling and Francine Clark Art institute. 225 South St 
Williamstown (458-9545), through April 14. Hours are Tue 
Sun 10-5. 

THE SECOND ANNUAL BIRDHOUSE SHOW a group 
show of decorated birdhouses by local residents, is dis- 
played in Ferrin Gallery of Pinch Pottery, 179 Main St 
Northampton (586-4509), through March 30 The birdhouses 
are to be auctioned March 30 ta benefit the Chamber's 
beautification efforts. Hours are Mon = Sat 10-6, Thurs 10 
~9, Sun. noon ~ §. Call 564-1900 for tickets 

SITES OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ap oxhibilion 
of photograpihs by Tara Conant featuring locations where 
women have been found murdered, is on display at the 
Westfield State College Campus Center, Western Ave 
Westfield (566-331 1/783-7211) through March The exhibit is 
part of Women's Awareness Week 

SOL Y SOMBRE — AND OTHER EXCURSIONS an 
exhibit of abstract paintings celebrating duality, dichotomy, 
nature/culture, and memories of artist Beverly Floyd's child- 
hood, will be on display in the Student Union Art Gallery at 
Univ of Mass , Amhorst (545-0792) through April Gallery 
hours are Mon ~Fri 114 

STUDIO ART FACULTY EXHIBITION al the Williams 
College Museum of Art exhibits works by ten members of 


Four-Leal 
Clover Found 
in Greentield 


tickets. 


Williams College art faculty through April 28. Free Hours are 
Tue through Sat, 10-5 pm. Sun 1-5 pm Call Brenda 
Niemand at 597-3180 

TRANSITIONS. an exhibit of recent oil paintings by Amherst 
artist Nancy Miller, is on cooky in the Holyoke Community 


College Art Gallery, 3rd floor “G" building, Holyoke (586- 
0166), through March 28 Hours are Mon. - 
Spm. Fi 6-5 

TRANSPORTATION BLUES a series of serious and 
humorous paintings by Leverett artist Minks (367-2800) 
about the meanings of "blue." is on view at Sara's Café and 
Deli, Sugarloaf Shops, Deerfield, through March 30. Café 
hours are 8 ~ 5:30. 

WHAT TEENAGERS DO! the first annual exhibit of 2- and 
3-D artwork by Franklin Co teens, is on display in AtSpace, 
the gallery of the Arts Council, Main and Franklin Sts , 
Greenfield (772-6811) through March 29 Hours are Tue 
Fri 10-5, Sat 10-4 

WINDHAM ART GALLERY. 69 Main SI Brattleboro (602-- 
257-1881), is exhibiting a figure exhibition of various artists” 
work through March 31 Hours are Wed , Thurs , Sun noon - 
4, Fri/Sat noon -8 

WORKS BY BILL ROHAN AND ZIJA MEUJID ave high- 
lighted in an exhibition at the D J St Germain Campus 
Center Art Gallery, Western New England College. 
Springfield (782-1235), through March 29 


Thurs, 8am. 


Does St. Patrick's Day mean more to you than green beer and shamrocks? Experience a 
eal tradition. This Friday, Jomac Productions of Dublin will perform “Ireland on Parade" at 
Greenfield High School auditorium, Jomac started in 1952 as a group of altar servers 
entertaining young patients at the children’s hospital in Dublin. Demand has kept the 
company touring at home and in the States, spreading merriment with Irish dancers (Jane 
Egan, pictured above), Irish fiddle music, and a magician. The proceeds will benefit St. 
Mary's Church in Turners Falls. Performance will begin at 7:30 p.m. Call 863-2585 for 


BODY/MIND 


MARCH 14 

FOR TEEN GIRLS: “FINDING YOUR OWN VOICE.” 
Through expressive art forms and communication skills, 
Kale Marks will work with teen girls in developing self- 
esteem and expressing themselves more freely The work- 
shop will be held for 6 weeks from 3:30 ~ 5 30 pm Call the 
Shallcross Creativity institute at 268-3404 to register 

INTRODUCTORY SELF DEFENSE WOR! for 
women and girls ages 12 and up will be held at Valley 
Women’s Martial Arts in Easthampton, Thr from 6 - 8 pm. 
Call 527-0101 to register Free. 

LEARNING ABOUT DIET FOR DIABETES [his work- 
shop is designed for people with diabetes and will provide 
help in using daily habits to control blood sugar Learn what 
you can do in a workshop at Mohawk Valley Health 
Education Services in Shelburne Falls, March 14 from 7-9 
p.m Call 625-2503 to register 

MARCH 15 


— Carol Sullivan 


INTRODUCTION TO MODERN ARNIS You will learn the 
fundamentals of Arnis: Filipino stick fighting, and practice 
partner exercises called “sinwalis " Presented by Spirit of the 
Heart Kung-Fu & Empowerment Center, Northampton. Call 
585-1661 to register 

MARCH 15-17 

BECOMING A CARETAKER OF WONDER a workshop 
ullizing Ericksonian techniques with Mel Kimura-Bucholtz, 
will be held at Rowe Camp and Conference Center, Kings 
Highway Rd , Rowe, Fri ~ Sun Call 339-4216 

MARCH 20 

PREVENTING BACK INJURY Dr Rab Cross will use a 
slide presentation to discuss the basics of back anatomy 
and physiology and a computerized task analysis program 
showing the effects of lifting, pushing, and pulling on the 
back The talk will be held at Mohawk Valley Health 
Education Services, Shelburne Falls (625-2503), Wed. from 
7-9 pm Callto register 

MARCH 21 

TREATMENT OF CHOICE Find out now lifestyle and diet 
changes may work out lo be your treatment of choice for 
elevated blood pressure in a talk by Rebecca Bradley at 
Mohawk Valley Health Education Services, Shelburne Falls 
(625-2503), Thurs. from 7-9 p.m Call to register 

HOLYOKE HOSPITAL OFFERS PROGRAM ON 
“MEALTIME MAYHEM: A PROGRAM FOR PAR- 
ENTS,” featuring registered dietitian Nancy Anderson The 


Program will include discussion about children and nutrition, 
and stralegies for encouraging kids to eat what they need 
Call 534-2500 to pre-register The program will be held at the 
Holyoke Hospital, Thurs. 7 p.m. 

FREE DEMONSTRATION YOGA CLASS fo new stu- 
dents will be offered by the YMCA of Greenfield. The class is 
Thurs_ 7:15 ~ 8:45 at the YMCA Pre-registration is required 
Call 773-3646 Free 

23 


MARCH 

ACTIVE MEDITATION - SHAMANIC JOURNEYING 
The ancient technique of meditating through traditional 
drumming will be shared in a demonstration at Shelburne- 
Buckland Community Center, Shelbume Falls (625-2503), 
Sat. from 8:30 ~ noon. Call to register 

MARCH 26 

“THE ANTI-CANCER DIET” WORKSHOP sponsored by 
Holyoke Hospital will be held at the Holyoke Holiday inn, 
Tue at 7 p.m The workshop will focus on the 10 foods that 
can help pecple cut their cancer risk. Call Nancy Coley or 
Sharon Casey at 534-2599 to register 


ONGOING 


BREATHWORK [Expand your breathing, resolve stress, 
clear your mind, and heal your emotional and physical body 
with breath Susan lellamo offers breathing analysis and pri- 
vate sessions in Transformational Breath™, at the Seeds of 
Transformation, 3rd floor Fitzwilly’s Building in Northampton 
Call 586-5685/268-7220 

DENTAL CLINIC SERVICES ave offered to the public by 
students in the Dental Hygiene Program al the Dental 
Hygiene Clinic, Springfield Technical Community College 
Springfield, through May 10 Call 761-7622, ext. 3621 for an 
appointment * 

DIABETES MANAGEMENT SERIES will include topics 
SUCH as signs and symptoms, coping with.diabeles, and self 
glucose blood monitoring Held Fri evenings 7 - 9 pm 
concluding March 29, at the Providence Hospital confer- 
ence room ree 

THE 15 MINUTE SHIATSU MASSAGE is offored by 
Hayley Mermelstein and Kristin Elizabeth Kirk at 96 N 
Pleasant St, Amherst (253-4015) Wed = Fri noon= 2pm. 

KARATE, SELF DEFENSE AND MODERN ARNIS 
classes for women and girls ages 7 and up will meet at 
Valley Women’s Martial Arts in Easthampton Tue/Thurs. from 
6-730 pm, Sat 10:30am —roon, and in Greenfield 
Wed from 6 - 7:30 p.m New students start the first {ull week 
of each month. Call 527-0101 to register 

OPEN HOUSE PROGRAM [iycdha Diarma gives a talk 
and discussion at 8 pm preceded by an hour of siting med- 
tation beginning at 7 pm onthe last Thurs. of each month 
Meditation instruction is available Freefall Held at the 
Northampton Shambhala Center, 516 Pleasant St 
Northampton, (584-64 15) 

PAIN RELIEF CLINIC FOR SENIORS Ac\ipuncl. 
Linda Robinson-Hidas offers a weekly walk-in cl 
Seniors over 60 al the Windharn Wellness Center, 50 Elliot 
St, Brattleboro (802-258-2866), every Tue from 10am 
neon 

SITTING MEDIATION (5 hold at the Shambhala Center, 518 
Pleasant St, Northampton (584-6415), Sun from 9:30 am 
12.30 pm and Thurs. evenings from 7 ~ 8 pm Froe media- 
tion instruction is available. 

TAOIST HEALTH PRACTICES Classes will focus on Chi 
Gung exercises, incorporating breathing, stretching, and 
Meditation as well as conditioning, herbal healing, diet, and 
Taoist philosophy Cla 5 will be neld at the Northampton 
Yoga Center Fridays 7:15-9:15 p.m Call 549-9109 

WEEKLY MEDITATION CIRCLE offered by the Sunray 
Meditation Society meets at 592 Main St, Amherst 
Tuesdays at 7.30pm Call 369-4252 


WORKSHOPS 


MARCH 16 

COLORED PENCIL WORKSHOP INTENSIVE wilh 
instructor Paula Gottlieb will be held at the Art Bank, 22 
Bridge St, Shelburne Falls, Sat from 10-4:30p.m Call 
625-6235 to sign up. 

MOVING WORDS, 4 one day workshop exploring the per- 
formance of original writing Taught by Rebecca Gutterman 
and Gene Zeiger, the class will be held Sat from 10am ~5 
Pm in Shelburne Falls No theater experience is necessary 
Call 584-1252 

MARCH 17 

SPRING CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS ao offered by 
the Guild Studio School, 100 Main St, Northampton (584- 
3299), in everything from ceramic teapots to watercolor, from 
calligraphy to computers Classes for young people are also 
offered Classes begin the week of March 17 Call for a cata- 
log 

MARCH 18 

ITALIAN CLASSES will be offered through Univ of Vermont 
Continuing Education in Brattleboro Mon from 7-9 pm, 
March 18 ~ May 6 Call (802) 257-3004 to register 

MARCH 19 

BRUSH WRITING, a calligraphic writing course using a 
pointed brush, will run for 6 weeks at the Guild Studio 
School, 100 Main St, Northampton, Tue 6-6 p.m. begin 
ning March 19. The instructor is Stephen Rapp. Call 564- 
3299 to register 

“INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERNET.” Pioneer [raining 
will conduct a free seminar on the basics of surfing the net in 
a seminar at their training center, 14 Bobala Rd , Holyoke 
(536-1030), Thurs. from 530 ~ 6:30 p.m Call to register. 

MARCH 20 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE CONNECTICUT 
RIVER VALLEY Kenneth Hafertepe, director of academic 
programs at Historic Deerfield, will give a museum course at 
Hall Tavern Orientation Theatre, Historic Deerfield, Wed. at 7 


pm 

EGG-TEMPERA INTRODUCTION WORKSHOP lod by 
instructor Paula Gottlieb will be held at the Art Bank, 22 
Bridge St, Shelburne Falls, Wed. from 6:30 ~ 9:30 pm. Call 
625-6235 to sign ce 

PERENNIAL GARDENING Univ of Vermont Continuing 
Education in Brattleboro will offer a course on pruning, trans- 
planting shrubs, flowerbed clean-up, weeding , and trans- 
planting perennials Wed. from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m, March 20 ~ 
April 24. Call (802) 257-3004 to register 

MARCH 21 


HOW TO RECOGNIZE REAL AND COUNTERFEIT cu 
rency in a workshop offered by the Greenfield Business 
Association, 393 Main St, Greenfield, Thurs 8 = 9:30 am 
Call 774-2791 to register 
RUG BRAIDING CLASSES will be offered for all levels al 
Hitchcock Free Academy in Brimfield Thurs March 21 - May 
, 2 from 6 ~9 apt m. Call 245-9977 to register by March 17 
; MARCH 23 - 
: INTERMEDIATE DRAWING WORKSHOP wilh instructor 
Rebecca Graves will be held al the Art Bank, 22 Bridge St., 
Shelburne Falls, Sat from 10 = 4, and Sun from 11-3 Call 
625-6235 to sign Up. 
MARCH 24 


DANCE THERAPY WORKSHOP: THE CREATIVE 
AND THERAPEUTIC POWER OF MOVEMENT 
Sarah Kaye, a registered dance therapist, will conduct a 
workshop that is both experiential and didactic at the Barn 
Studio in Amherst, March 24 from 9-2 Call 567-5209 
before the March 17 deadline 


MARCH 25 
KNITTING FOR ALL LEVELS Avthor/knitler Darlene 
Lappala will teach beginner and experienced knitters how to 
knit with cotton yarn in a class at Hitchcock Free Academy, 
Rie 20, Brimfield, Mon. from 7-9 p.m through May 20 Call 
, 245-9977 to register before March 16. 
APRIL & 
WORLD CLASS MUSIC CLASSES Amhorst Leisure 
Services and Supplemental Education will ofer several 
music classes taught by Jimmy Connors this spring begin- 
ning April Iwo performance seminars, a world music 
class, Jazz America’s classical music. and bamhoo 
; flutemaking will be featured Call 256-4065 to register 
JUNE 26 ~ AUGUST 7 
J STRETCH YOUR MIND AND OPEN YOUR WORLD 
Northfield Mount Herman Summer School will offer a G-week 
Program of.intensive study including sports, extracurricular 
activities, and off-campus trips this sumyner Call Ward at 
NMHSS, 206 Main St. Northfield. MA 01560-1089 or call 
498-3290, 


COMPUTER APPLICATION COURSES re held in 
Holyoke on a regular basis in Internet, Word, QuarkXpress, 
Paradox for Windows, and more Call Pioneer Training at 
536-1030 for a brochure 

COMPUTER COURSES wo offered through DBS 
Consulting Service. 93 Shelburne Rd Greenfield (772- 
2526) in March Call for a brochure: 

CREATIVE CLASSES ave offered by the Shallcross 
Creativity institute, 26S Main St, Haydenville (268-3404) in 
the Amnerst/Northampton area Call for a course catalog 

SLEEVELESS THEATRE 's offoring spring comedy improv 
‘classes in beginning, intermediate. and advanced levels 
atarting in Apl All classes are two nours long and meet in 

SHOPS 


Ine evenings either in Northampton or Hadley Wo' 
are also offered Call 584-6211 to sign up 

WOODWORKING CLASSES One Cotlage Steet’School of 
Fine Woodworking in Easthampton is offering spring classes 
and one day of seminars in all levols and specialty classes 
Call 527-8480 for a brochure 


DANCE 


MARCH 15 
CONTRA DANCING CIRCLES IN ON tre Guiding Star 
; Grange. 401 Chapman St Greenfield (253-4058), Fri from 
’ 8 ~ midnignt with caller Mary DesRosiers and music hy 
’ Donna Hébert, Nat Hewitt and Liza Constable 
MARCH 15-17 
THE HEALING DRUM: AFRICAN DANCING AND 
DRUMMING wilh Yaya Diallo will be eld at Rowe Camp 
and Conforance Center, Kings Highway Rd. Rowe. Fri, — 
Sun Call 339-4216 
MARCH 16 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING COMES (0 the Munson 
Library, S East St. South Amherst (467-3963), Sat_ from 6 - 
: 1) pm Caller will be Gane Murrow with music by Pleasures 
ofthe Town A beginner lesson will start the dance trom 6 ~ 


§30 pm 
: A GENDERFREE CONTRA DANCE wll bo held al the 
Second Congregational Church in Greenfield (772-2822) 
Sat from &- 11 p.m Caller will be Ruth Sylvester with music 
by The Hiltlown Fling No partner necessary 


ONGOING 


COUNTRY/WESTERN DANCE CLASSES by Dufresne 
| Entertainment (624-33 12) are: held al the Wilhamsburg, 
Grange Hall Mon. at 6 p.m (beginner) and 7 30 pm (inter- 

modiate) the Buckland Shelburne School Thurs. al 6 pm 
(beginner). the Groentield Senior Center Fri. at 12.45 pm 
(beginner) and 15 pm (advanced), and the Greenfield 
American Legion Fri. at 7 pm (intermediate) 

THE COUNTRY/WESTERN LINE DANCE TEAM 
“BLAZIN’ BOOTS" practice is Neld at the Buckland 

Shelburne School Thurs at 7.30 ppm. They are always look- 

. 


ing for new members Call 626-3312 

CREATIVE DANCE AEROBICS integrate and balance 
your energy with yoga. deep relaxation. and meditation 
Classes are taught by Luz Elena Morey at tne Kell 
Meditation Center, 16 Miles St, Greenfield (775-8357), 
Tuesdays from 545-7 15pm 

SWING DANCE every Tuesday night at Razzls Nigntolub, 
Rte 20, in Springfield. DJ Jitterbug Bill spins the discs as 
lessons in East and West coast swing start at 7pm The 
dance runs from 68.30 - 11 pm Call 527-5085 

SWING DANCE in the Nortnampten American Legion every 
Wednesday with DJ Jitterbug Bill Lessons begin at 7 pm 
dance runs fom 6 - 11 p.m Call 527-5088 

SWING DANCE every Thursday in the Brattleboro Inn, Rle 
5, Brattleboro, with music by DJ Jitterbug Bill Lessons start 


al7 pm, dance runs ftom 6 = 11 pm Call 527-5068 


EVENTS 


MARCH 14 

THE ANNUAL AMHERST WOMAN'S CLUB SCHOL- 
ARSHIP BENEFIT will be held al the Hills Memorial 
Chibnouse, Main St, Amherst, Thurs. at 1 p.m A buffet of 
homemade desserts will be follawed by an afternoon of 
bridge and other games A collectibles table and flower rat 

fle will also be featured, Call Ellen Melley, at 253-7121 for 


reservations. 

JOHNNY GUITAR (1954) Joan Crawiord and Mercedes 
McCambridge trade insults and bullets in this Western clas- 
sic on-sereen in Dwight 101, Mount Holyoke College, South 
Hadley (538-2649), Thurs at 730 pm. Free 

MARCH 16 


AN EVENING IN PARIS The Amherst Club will sponsor the 
11th annual benefit ball to provide financial support for local 
charities at Amherst College's Valentine Hall, Sat. from 8 ~ 
midnight. The dance band Paris, casino games, a butet. 
door prizes, and raffies will all be part of the evening Call 
Margot Parrot at 256-0356 or Harry Brooks at 256-8831 for 
tickels, 

GIANT TAG SALE will be held al The Grammar School at 
Stony Hill, 675 Stony Hill Rd, Wilbraham (596-4974), Sat 
from 9 =3 Inventory will include children's items, books, 
clothing, household wares, small appliances, and some fur- 
niture. 

KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOWS [ealuring more than 130 
different breeds of dogs, will be held at the Coliseum, 
Eastern States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave , West 
Springfield, Sat - Sun trom 9-5 

MARCH 19 - 24 

THE ORIGINAL WESTERN MASS, 
HOME SHOW The largest home show 
in New England with 700 booths will be 
held at the Better Living Center, Young 
Building, and outside area, Eastern States 
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave , West 
Springfield (733-8158/787-0131) Tue ~ 
Thurs 4-10, Fri 1 = 10, Sat 10~ 10, Sun, 


“THE HARLEM EXPERIENCE” PRE- 
VIEW Univ. of Vermont Continuing 
Education will offer a tour in cultural diver- 
sity with a trip through Harlem An 
overview af the trip scheduled April 26 — 
28 will be held at the college's Vermont 
Agriculture, Business and Ed Center, 
Brattleboro, Wed from 7-9pm. 
Registration deadline is March 27. Call 
802-257-3004 


LECTURES 


MARCH 14 

JOHN MOORE, RENOWNED 
PAINTER AND PROFESSOR from 
Boston University, will give a slide presen- 
tation and speak about nis most recent 
work Sponsored by the Art and 
Resources Committee, at Smith College 
(584-2190), Hillyer 117, Thurs 4°15 pm. 
Froe 

“MELTING NUCLEONS INTO 
QUARKS,” will be presented by Barbara 
Jacak, a senior researcher in Los Alumos 
National Library. This will be one of the 
lectures in the “What's New in Physics,” 
series. The lecture will be at Smith College 
(584-2190) McConnell Hall auditorium, 
Thurs 6pm Free 


From Art 


“1950'S NATION-BUILDERS IN THE GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPBULIC: FEATURE FILMS AND 
THEIR FOCUS ON WOMEN OF AN EMERGING 
NATION,” will be tne second lecture of the Univ of Mass 
Women's Studies luncn-time lecture series The talk will be 
given by Jennifer Good of tne Germanic languages and Iit- 
erature dept of UMass Call 545-1922. the lecture will be in 
Campus Genler 162 - 175, Wed 12 15 ~ 1.30pm Froe 


MARCH 14 

“DISCOVERING RADCLYFFE HALL,” will be presented 
by Anne Marie Livoti as part of the GLBT Brown Bag Lunch 
lecture series al Univ of Mass Campus Center 803, 
Amherst. Sponsored by the Stonewall Center (545-4624), 
Thurs noon = 130 p.m Free 

“THE JOY AND BURDEN OF JAPANESE TRADITION 
y" will be a talk given by Yoshi as part of the Art at Night Art 
Bank lecture senes, at The Ant Bank, 22 Bridge St 
Shelbume Falls , Thurs 8 p.m Call 625-6235 for tickets 

“LOUIS AND THE WO! WIVES AND MISTRE! 
ES, MOTHERS AND THE MOTHERLAND" wll ‘ocus 
on jrish poet Louis MacNetce's images of women in the 
poet's life, and “Mother Ireland” in her poetry Talk will be 
given by Jon Stallworthy The lecture will be at Mount 
Holyoke College (538-2222) in the New York Room of Mary 
Woolley Hall, Thurs at4 pm Free 


— 


ommunity Calendar 


Class to Showrooi 


Franklin County high school students put their best creative hand forward with an extensive 
multimedia exhibition entitled What Teenagers Do! Local art teachers organized the 
professionally hung artwork currently displayed at Artspace, the gallery of the Arts Council 
of Franklin County (772-6811), through March 29. "Maggie" (above), an ebony pencil 
drawing by Deerfield Academy student Sarah England, typifies the outstanding quality 
produced by young hands, Comments in the guest book proclaim a “wonderful exhibit of 
young talent’ and “| feel much better now | know what teenagers do.” Show your support of 
young photographers, painters, sculptors, potters, and other artists by stopping by Artspace 
in Greenfield, Tuesday — Friday, 10-5, and Saturday, 10-4. 


MARCH 17 

A REPORT ON THE CREATION OF A “RED-BROWN” 
YOUTH MOVEMENT IN RUSSIA Speakers Markus 
Mathyl from Hamburg and Vadim Damier from the Institute 
for History in Moscow, will give a lecture with slides and 
video at the Raven Used Book Shop, 4 Old South St 
Northampton (584-9868), Sun at 8pm Free. 

MARCH 20 

MARKETING LECTURE will feature Dianne Fuller Doherty 
and Julieanna Pokela, Ph.D. The lecture will teach you how 
to maximize your marketing potential in every aspect. The 
Jecture will be al WMECO, Rt. 9, Hadley on Wed 8:30 ~ 
10:30 am Call 737-6712. Registration is al 8am. 


MEETING: 
FE E 


MARCH 14 


WESTERN MASS COREL SIG GROUP js a monthly 
meeting for anyone who uses CorelDraw software or is inter- 
ested in learning how to use i. Meetings will be held at 


— Eldon Koch 


Pioneer Training, Whitney Place, 14 Bobola Dr, Holyoke 
Meetings will be the second Thurs. of each month al7 pm 
Call Francis at 732-4959 

MARCH 15 

INVESTING IN MUTUAL FUNDS, Iho Valley Vegetarian 
Society presents Philip Verdi, CFP. who will discuss investing 
in socially responsible mutual funds and the basics of mutu- 
al funds in general. The evening will include discussion and 
potluck dinner at the Cliff View Manor Community Center, 
Easthampton on Fri at 6 p.m Call 529-2131 

MARCH 15 - 17 

THE NATIONAL YIDDISH BOOK CENTER willl presen! a 
weekend conference focusing on the life of writer Isaac 
Bashevis Singer to be held al Mount Holyoke College's 
Willits-Hallowell Center, South Hadley, Fri — Sun Call confer- 
ence director Pearl-Anne Margalit a! 535-1303 to register 

MARCH 16 

UNIVERSITY WITHOUT WALLS INFORMATION SES- 
‘SION will be held for anyone interested in the program The 
UWW is a program gives adults the chance to return to 
school Call 545-1378 to register 

MARCH 19 

“BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN COMMUNI- 
TY FOUNDATIONS AND NON-PROFIT INSTITU- 
TIONS.” Ann Lisi, executive director of the Great Worcester 


March 14-20, 1996 


Community Foundation, will present a luncheon program al 
the Yankee Pediar inn in Holyoke, Tue. at noon. Call Donna 
Valletti at Baystate Health Systems, 784-5444, to register 

MARCH 21 

ENERGIZE SPRINGFIELD, a newly formed group of sev- 
eral local women committed ta changing the nagative per- 
ception of Springfield, will hold its inaugural meeting in the 
Community Room al Baystate West, Mezzanine Level, in 
Springfield, Thurs at § am, The guest speaker will be 

ringfield Chief of Police Paula Meara. Call Sharon 
farshall at 739-0022 or Susan Brown at 733-2171 

MARCH 22 - 24 

TEACHINGS OF THE FIFTH WORLD Grandmother 
Waynonah Two Worlds will conduct a conference al Rowe 
Camp and Conference Center, Kings Highway Rd., Rowe, 
March 22 ~ 24 Call 339-4216 to register 

WHAT IS MY LIFE TELLING ME# Kendall Dudley will 
on ‘a journal exploration at Rowe Camp and Conferance 

‘enter, Kings Highway Rd , Rowe, March 22 ~ 24. Call 339- 

4216 to register 


NATURE/OUTDOORS 


MARCH 15 ~ 25 

ELEVEN DAYS OF LAMBING The 19 pregnant sheep at 
Winterberry Farm at Woolman Hill, 121 Keets Rd , Deerfield 
will be lambing between March 15 ~ 25. Guests are invited 
to stay at the farm and help or just watch. Simple yot com- 
fortable accommodations and hearty meals. Call 772-1987 
or 774-3431 for rates and into 

MARCH 16 

QUABBIN EXPLORATION II |nvestigate the late winter 
Quabbin Reservoir with experienced naturalist John Green 
The event is sponsored by the Hitchcock Center (256-6006), 
Sat 9am. ~ 12noon. Call to pre-register 

PLANETARIUM SHOW will be al thie Amherst College 
Basset Auditorium on Sat 4 pm, Call 256-6234 All ages are 
welcome Free 

OBSERVATORY OBSERVING will bo al the Amhorst 
College Wilder Observatory on Sat 9 p.m. Call 256-6234 All 
ages are welcome. Free 

MARCH 19 

CONSERVATION BREAKFAST will be at the Hitchcock 
Center hosted by Pete Westover, Tue. 730-9 am Call 256- 
6006. Free 

MARCH 21 

THE CANADIAN ROCKIES will feature Alan Shane and 
Marion Gornam's experiences of their summer of biking and 
hiking through the Canadian Rockies. The presentation will, 
be sponsored by the Hitchcock Center (256-6006), Thurs 7 
~ 6.30, Call to pre-register 

MARCH 22, 29 

RAINBOW WORLD SPRING PRESCHOOL will teach 
children ages 3—5 with a parent or adult friend about the 
importance of color in nature with songs, crafts, and live ani- 
mal observations The preschool |s sponsored by the 
Hitchcock Center (256-6006), Fri 22 and 29, session 1. 9:30 
~ 1130 am, session 2: 1~3 p.m. 

MARCH 24 - 30 

NATIVE ISSUES TRIP TO A CREE VILLAGE IN 
NORTHERN QUEBEC. Join a group trip to the Cree 
Village of Oujebougoumou. You will travel by snowshoe and 
dogsled to a bush camp to learn about some. of the issues: 
facing modern Cree. Call (802) 333-3405 to register 


PERFORMANCES 


MARCH 14 

THE PRINCESS WITH THE RIGHT FOOT [he Clarke 
School Drama Club will perform Cinderella in the Galbraith 
Center, Clarke Schoo! for the Deaf Round Hill Rd 
Ape pee (584-3450), Fri. at 7:30 pm. 


MADCAP MYSTERY AND MAYHEM Hartford Stago will 
perform Joe Orton's Loot, a story of larceny, trespassing, 
and mischief when bank robbers loot a bank via a graveyard 
funnel. Lootwill be performed onstage at 50 Church Street, 
Hartford, Thr 2 and 7:30 pm, Fri 6 p.m, Sat 230 and 8 
p.m, Sun 2:30 and 7:30pm. Call (660) 527-5151 

MARCH 14 - 17 

SHE LOVES ME An enchanting, old-fashioned love story 
See with music and memories will be performed at The 

jushnell, 166 Capitol Ave , Hartford (860-246-6807), Thurs. 
~ Sun. at p.m and Sat/Sun at2 pm 

MARCH 15 

IRELAND ON PARADE Jomac Productions of Dublin, 
Ireland, will perform an insh jiggerdedoo at Greentield High 
School's Auditorium in Greenfield, Fri at 7:30 pm, Proceeds: 
will benefit St. Mary's Church in Turners Falls (863-2585) 

MARCH 16 

ROBERT RIVEST MIME THEATER wil perform a benefit 
show at Trinity United Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Ave , 
Springfield (737-5311), Sat at 8 pm Dinner will begin the 
evening at 6:30 p.m. Rivest will create characters and a 
unique environment without the use of words, props, sets, or 
sound 

SHAKESPEARE’S TRAGEDY OF MACBETH will bo 
performed at Westfield State College, Dever Auditorium, 
Westfield (572-8033/572-5568), Sat at & p.m Shakespeare 
and Company of Lenox will perform this tale of a young 
Scottish nobleman descending from “best and brightest” to 
“butcher steeped in blood.” 

MARCH 16 - APRIL 7 

ACCOMPLICE a slick whodunnit comedy thriller by Rupert 
Holmes, will preview at StageWest in Springfield (781-2340) 
Thurs and Fri at 730 pm and officially open Sat at 8 pm 
Times run Sun 2and 7:30pm, Tue = Thurs at? 30pm, 
and Fri a) atépm 

1 


HH 

“AN AFTERNOON OF OPERA.” Soprano Dianne Smith 
baritone Stephen Curylo (594-4290), and pianist Elizabeth 
Parker will perform arias and duets from Die Zaubertte, 
Lucia di Lammermoor, Candide, Porgy and Bess, and other 
operas at the Unitarian Universalist Society Meetingnouse, 
121N Pleasant St. Amherst, Sun, at 3 p.m 

“CELEBRATE WOMEN IN MUSIC” CONCERT Ihe 
Community Music School of Springfield will present its 7th 
annual concert of women’s voices al the Unitarian- 
Universalist Society of Greater Springfield, 245 Porter Lake 


Dr, Springfield (732-8428), Sun. at'3 pm 
CONCERT OF MUSIC BY OBOE, ENOLISH HORN, 


March 14-20, 1996 


ptimist/Commu 


AND PIANO Jamara Field and Gregory Hay ie will perform 
aiconcert of music by Saint Saens, Milhaud, Carter and 
Vaughan Williams at the Unitarian Society of Northampton 
220 Main St, Northampton (584-1390), Sun at 2pm. 

MARCH 19 

THE BEST OF BACH. The newly formed Baroque Duo 
(Jaap Schroeder an violin and Margaret Inwin-Brandon on 
harpsichord) will perform sonatas in honor of Johann 
Sebastian Bach's 311th birthday at the Northampton Center 
for the Arts, 17 New South St, Northampton (584-8882), Sun 


al2p.m. 

ACHORAL COLLECTION [he Hartford Chorale will pre- 
sent Verdi's Requiem with the Hartford Synphony Orchestra 
at The Bushnell in Hartford (660-246-6807), Tue at 6pm A 
free pre-concert talk will be held at 7 pm 

MARCH 21 

OLYMPIC SPIRIT: THE JESSE OWENS STORY {he 
Bushnell Children’s Theatre will present a new musical theater 
production by ArtsPower onstage at The Bushnell in Hartford 
(860-987-6010), March 21 at 10am 


ONGOING 


WANTED: DIRECTOR, MUSIC DIRECTOR, COS- 
TUMER, STAGE MANAGER SI Martha Cabaret Players 
is looking for these positions to assist them in their fall pro- 
duction of The Secret Garden SMCP is a 27-year old com 
munity theater group performing “in the round." Send résumé 
to M Field, 42 Hitencock St, Holyoke, MA 01040 or call 548- 
6119 


POETRY /PROSE 


MARCH 14 

POETRY NIGHT Local poot Ted Deppe and E J Miller Laino 
will read from their works. The Wanderer King (Alice James) 
and Girl Hurt (Alice James), respectively, as part of the 
Readers and Writers, Live! series at the Globe Bookshop in 
Northampton (584-0374) Thurs at 730 pm Free 

JONES LIBRARY POETRY READING will continue wilh 
Natasha Tretheway and Daniel Hall Call 545-1505, tne read- 
ings will be in the Trustees’ Room of the library, Thurs. 7:30 
pm Free 

MARCH 15 

OPEN POETRY AND PROSE READING wi be meld al 
Arms Library. Bridge and Main Sts , Shelburne Falls, Fri at 7 
pm. The first set will feature Out Loud, a time for teens to 
foad their work Free Call 625-0306, Mon and Thurs. 1 
630 pm, Sal 11~3 to register 

MARCH 16 

READING AND BOOKSIGNING WITH KAREN 
OSBORN wil celebrate the release of ner latest novel 
Between Earth and Sky Osborn lives in Amherst and her 
book Patchwork was named notable book of the year by The 
New York Times Book Review The reading will be at the 
Jefery Amherst Bookshop (253-3381) Sat at 2pm 

MARCH 15-17 

SPRING WRITERS WEEKEND Six professional writers will 
offer their talents and expertise in a weekend worksnop neld 
al the University of Vermont. Bratlleboro, Fri ~ Sun Cail (802) 
257-3004 to register 

MARCH 22 - 24 

JOURNAL WRITING WITH MOLLY DUPLISEA will be 
offered over the weekend at Woolman Hill, 107 Keets Ra 
Deerfield, trom 6pm Fri to3pm Sun Call7 43) lo reg- 
ister 


MARCH 25 

TEN-WEEK CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP will be 
open to writers of all levels and help writers break through 
crealive blocks The len-week workshop will be al Wailers in 
Progress, Northampton Mon evenings 630-930 pm Call 
586-0242 to register 

APRIL 12 

SYMPOSIUM ON COLLECTING AND RARE BOOKS 
called "Books Illustrated A Symposium Celebrating the Work 
of Ruth Mortimer” featuring presentations by librarians, 
artists, and authors, The focus will be on book collecting and 
the relationship between artist and curator Registration is 
required by March 15 Call 585-2903 


FLORIDA LITERARY GUILD POETRY CONTEST. A {eo 
poetry contest open to everyone poems may be written on 
any Subject using any style. To enter send 1 poem 21 lines or 
less to: Florida Literary Guild 32 WW 35th Blvd , Suite 156, 
PO Box 147035, Gainsville, FL 32614-7035 Deadline is April 


25 

LOVE POEMS SOUGHT IN FREE CONTEST 4 free 
poetry contest, open to Nortnampton-area residents, is 
offered through tne New York Poetry Alliance Send * poem 
of 21 lines or less to Poetry Contest, *34W 32nd St. Suile 
264, New York. NY 10001 Deadline is April 7 

NEW BEGINNINGS/FRESH STARTS A now workshop for 
new.and returning writers, with practice in process and craft 
(journal. memoir, story, poem) meets Thursday afternoons or 
early evenings in Amnerst, Call Bella Halstead at 256-6454 


SUPPORT GROUPS 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE SUPPORT GROUP ‘cy family 
and friends of those suffering with this disease and other 
dementia will meet at Mary Lane Hospital, South St, Ware, 
Tue from 7-9 pm Another group will meet at the Geriatric 
Authority, 45 Lawer Westfield, Holyoke, Thurs from 7 30 - 
930 pm. Call Sharon Ashton at the Alzheimer Resource & 
Referral Center, 586-8110 

SPRING SUPPORT GROUP FOR MID-LIFE WOMEN 
over 40 will meet Thurs. evenings in Northampton from 7-9 
Pm beginning March 14 The group will make use of jour- 
nals, short exercises, games, facilitated discussions and 
selected readings Call 585-8125 

MARCH 19 

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP wl| meet in the 
Deliso Conference Center, Mercy Hospital, in Springfield 
(748-9080) Tue from 6:30 ~ 8 pm The group is open to 
wornen who have had a mastectomy or other breast surgery 
of who have been diagnosed with breast cancer 

CHRONIC PAIN SUPPORT GROUP will meet in Mercy 
Hospital's Deliso conference center, 271 Carew St 
Spningtield (748-6800) Tue from 1-230 pm Or Glenn 


Fagen will discuss new technologies, theories, and treat- 
ments for chronic pain. 


ONGOING 


ADULT CHILDREN GROUP offers a heart-centered 
approach for those in search of healing Call Holly Levinson. 
LICSW, at 584-7363 

ALZHEIMER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the second Sat 
of the month from 1 ~ 2:30 pm. the third Wed. of the month 
from 7 - 8:30 pm. and on the last Wed. of the month from 
1:30 - 3:30 pm in the conference room at Palmer House 
Alzheimer Center, 250 Shearer St., Palmer. Call 283-8361 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP A Life Exploration Process for 
Women Living With Cancer, will meet on Thursday after- 
roe For more information call the Synthesis Center at 256- 

DUAL RECOVERY ANONYMOUS 2 self-help group for 
people in recovery from both substance abuse and emotional 
or psychiatric iliness, meets at the Starpoint Club, 17 New 
South St, Northampton, Mondays from 7:15 ~ 8:45 p.m. Call 
Norm at 586-5548, 

EIGHT WEEK GROUP FOR FEMALE SURVIVORS OF 
SEXUAL ABUSE, beginning mid-March For more informa- 
tion, or to register, call 256-0014 or 586-2003 

GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL AND/OR TRANSGEN- 
DERED SUPPORT GROUPS GLB Counseling & 
Psychotherapy Referral Service offers different discussion 
and therapy groups, such as AA, Alanon, bereavement, 
bisexual, coming out, youth groups, gay men’s and incest sur- 
vivor's groups, Call 586-2627 

OVER 30 SINGLES SUPPORT GROUP Rebecca Reid 
Synthesis Center associate, leads an ongoing support group 
for single people over 30 on Sundays in downtown Amherst 
from 7:30 - 9 p.m Call 253-5494 

SINGLES SUPPORT GROUP js led by Barry ‘angdon al the 
Center for Single Adults in Amherst, Thurs. 7-930 pm Call 
549-6887 

THE SMART RECOVERY GROUP offers an alternative to 
the 12-step program for those who are seeking recovery from 
addiction. The free support group meets in the Community 
Room, Charles River Hospital-West. 350 Memorial Dr 
Chicopee (594-2211, ext 161), on Thurs, at 630 p.m 

SPIRITUAL JOURNEY is 2 group now forming to offer sup- 
port and guidance for your spiritual path, including soul 
advancement, inner healing, and deepening the heart. Call 
Holly Levinson, UCSW, at 584-7363 

WOMENSONGS js forming a support and therapy group for 
women in any kind of transition Call Holly Levinson, LICSW. at 
584-7363 


VOLUNTEERS 


MARCH 14 - 28 

FIELD WALK LEADER TRAINING SESSION will be 
sponsored by the Arcadia Nature Center No experience 
required, just a love of nature and a interest in sharing it with 
children, Call (584-3009). Every Thurs 9am ~ 12 noon until 
Maren 28 

MARCH 25 - JUNE 

HOSPICE LIFE CARE provides humane and compassionate 
care to terminally ill people and will offer a free, ten session 
volunteer training program beginning March 25 and running 
througn June Classes will be held at Hospice Life Care 
offices, 330 Whitney Ave . Holyoke Call Jane Bubnis at 533- 
3923 for an application 

MARCH 27 

WITH A BIT OF ENERGY Volunteers are needed al the 
Amherst History Museum at the Strong House to help lead 
Museum tours, inventorylaccession/preserve and research 
the museum's collections, and to help with office work, special 
programs, mass mailings, telephoning, and housekeeping No. 
experience is necessary An informational meeting will be held 
Marcn 27 at 7 p.m Call Melinda LeLacheur at 256-0678 


ONGOING 


BOOK DRIVE Ave your children's books seeking a new home? 
Tre Children's House of Northampton, a Montessori School, 
will gladly adopt any unwanted books. Drop off point is at 
Beyond Words Bookshop in Northampton until March 30. Call 
586-165 7/586-4538 

CITIZENS’ SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION OF EAST- 
HAMPTON has applications for scholarships, aka Dollars for 
Scholars, available in vanous locations. Only students having 
residence in Easthampton are eligible Completed applications 
must be submitted by April 1 Call David Ostrander al 585- 
9331 or Steve Zavisa during the day al 527-1209 

THE HOLYOKE CITY-SERVE is looking for more organiza- 
tions to join and volunteer in their effort to clean, restore, and 
beautify the City of Holyoke on May 18 Sponsored by the 
Greater Holyoke Youth Service Corps, the Mass. National and 
Community Service Commission, and the Mass Youth Service 
Alliance Other corps trom across the state, including the 
AmeriCorps USA program will be participating if you or your 
organization would like to participate, or you have @ project to 
propose, call Daisy Pereira at 536-4611 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS NEED HOMES IN MASS- 
ACHUSETTS PAX. a non-pmfit foundation providing US 
high school/homestay programs for international students, is 
seeking area families interested in hosting an international high 
school student for the upcoming school year Host families are 
asked to provide students with meals. a place to sleep, anda 
place to study Private rooms are not required and single ee 
ents, young couples, and retirees are welcome to apply 
Jane Smith at 893-9042, or the PAX national office al (800) 555- 
6211 

MAKING LIFE EASIER FOR PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS 5 
@ program in which volunteers provide very simple services for 
our neighbors with HIV or AIDS AIDS CARE has a vanety of 
ways Community members can halp out Ifyou have four hours: 
a week lo give. and want lo know more, call 566-8226 

NATURE CENTER HOSTS ARE NEEDED (0 volunioe’ al 
Arcadia Nature Center and Wildlife Sanctuary Saturdays from 9 
@m -foon of noon -3 pm Responsibilities include greeting 
the public and answering telephones Other shifts are available 
Mon, - Fri. Call 584-3009 

THE 2ND ANNUAL NORTHAMPTON FILM FESTIVAL is 
looking for some good films to include in this year's festival 
Any independently produced film or video from the northeast- 
ern states is eligible and the entry deadline is May 31. Contact 
Northampton Film Associates, Inc , 26 Crescent St Suite 101, 
Northampton, MA(01060 Or call 586-347 1/fax 584-4432 


TAX TIP OF THE WEEK 


MILEAGE FROM YOUR CAR? 


Your automobile may be providing 
you with tax deductions you're 
overlooking. If you drive your car 
for business, for charitable purpos- 
es, to receive medical care or buy 
prescription medicine, or to move 
to anew home for work-related 
reasons, you may deduct some of 
your actual expenses. You may 
choose between deducting a part 
of you actual expenses or a flat 
mileage rate. Most taxpayers use 
the flat mileage rates because by 
doing so, they only need to keep 
track of miles driven rather than all 
auto expenses, 


)" 


Springfield, MA: 
451 Sumner Ave. + 1649 Main St. 
1383 Liberty St. + 1142 State St. 
+ Holyoke: Sears at Ingleside 
+ Palmer: 581 N. Main St, 
+ Northampton: 241 King St. 


To Claim or Not to Claim 
... that could be the question. 


ARE YOU GETTING THE MOST TAX 


Since 1974 ACCOUNTING § TAX ASSOCIATES 


Ea SHERYC 


Year Round Bookkeeping 
Reasonable Rates. 


413-739-2030 © Springfield * 413-584-1040 ¢ Northampton 
Tax Preparation and 
Specializing in Family Day Care and 
Individual Taxes 
Kathy Whynott 
(413) 586-1556 


How would you like to reach 50,000 potential 
S income tax filers each week? 


It's easy! Place your ad in our new special 
section for tax professionals, and get 20% off! 


Call for details: (413) 586-7070, and ask for Inside Sales. 


The mileage tates are: 
* 30 cents per mile for business pur- 
poses; ‘ 
+ 12 cents per mile for charitable 
driving; and 

9 cents per mile for medical pur- 
poses and work-related moving 
mileage, 


Accurate records are important 
when you deduct automobile 
expenses. Use a TAX RECORD 
BOOK, to record where you drove, 
the nature of the trip, the date, and jj 
the number of miles you drove. 


Information supplied by H&R Block 


Next Week: How much can | 
contribute to my IRA? Check out 
next week's issue of the Optimist. 


Keeping 


Bookkeeping 
Plus 


| Accounting & Tax Service | 
(413) 268-9252 


Taxes done efficiently & 
affordably. 
Using state of the art 
software & 
25+ years experience. 
Call today for an 
appointment. 


$ 
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Family Planning? 
Consider Surrogacy 
~ an alternative to adoption ~ 
e VY The only program in the country that openly 
\ Upbeat arts and news coverag} P , pens 
{7 58,000 weekly readers fred with gay couples & individuals. ‘Y 
miata le look forward to assisting you 
iv incall i the with your family planning needs 
roneer Valley Surrogate Mothers, In 
Cc. 
Advertising in the Optimist works! Td in 1984 


For details, call: (413) 586-7070 (800) 228-9066 


Think about it: 


Opening The Heart 


Introductory Workshop to be 
held in Northampton 


py Saturday, April 13, 
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


The Heart Workshop presented by 
Spring Hill of Ashby 


For more information or to register, 


(800) 550-0244 or (508) < 


COLLECTIVE COPIES 


A WorkeR OWNED UNION SHop SINCE 1983 


* NEW COLOR COPIER ° 3/2¢ BULK OVERNIGHT RATE 
* PASSPORT PHOTOS $6.95 © "TREELESS" PAPER 
® BUSINESS ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE * BUSINESS CARDS 


An a 


please call: 


386-0244 


71 S. Pleasant St., Amherst 256-6425 


an OPEN 7 DAYS 


Renew your friendship with Cape Cod. 
Fly to Provincetown for the day...or 
Krom Boston we also serve... 

Hyannis, ntucket, and Martha’s Vineyard. 


y longer. 


Ask about our low same-day roundtri 
off-peak excursions and money saving joint res. 


Reservations & Information 


1-800-352-0714 


Ca pear 


munity Chat 


Community Chat 


by Sharon Bass 


ew things, in my opinion, make women 
H fee] more powerless and scared than the 

risk of getting breast cancer. We've been 
hearing about early detection and so-called pre- 
vention (mammograms, cating less fat) for years. 
Corporate giants have made big bucks devel- 
oping and promoting mammograms, Every 
October we “celebrate” National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. The powers that be in the 
breast cancer industry want us to think that 
there’s an aggressive war being waged against 
this enemy with our best interests involved. 

‘Think again. Some grim facts, statistics, and 
information tell me differently. After having sev- 
eral conversations with the Massachusetts Breast 
Cancer Coalition and reading lots of info, includ- 
ing an excellent investigative piece on the link 
between breast cancer and environmental tox- 
ins that ran in Mother Jones (May/June 1994), 1 
decided to share what I learned and how I feel 
about it all, 

While not news, what I’ve been hearing for 
some years now is important for me to reiterate 
: Lesbians have a seemingly higher incidence of 
breast cancer than straight women. Why? Well, 
we fall into higher-risk categories. We tend not 
to have children, or have them after we're 30. If 
you don't have kids, you will probably never 
breast-feed. And, according to various research 
data, lesbians are more reluctant to seek preven- 
tative health care because we feel that doctors 
will judge our lifestyles. 

However, I take exception to that last “high 
risk” category, Mounting evidence is showing 
that there is no medical prevention of breast can- 
cer, and early detection, such as examinations 
and mammography, is not all it’s touted to be. 

For decades, the big push by breast cancer 
activists has been to exhaustively study the role 
of environmental poisons in breast cancer. But 
instead, billions of dollars are being pumped into 
genetic research and testing. Scientists are saying 
that the gene BRCA1 (identified in 1994), which 
is present in everyone, can cause breast cancer if 
there are alterations or mutations in it. But, says 
the coalition, this only accounts for a very small 
fraction of all breast cancer cases, probably under 
five percent. Furthermore, women testing posi 
tive for this gene alteration do not necessarily get 
cancer, and those testing negative are not neces: 
sarily spared. And, those getting tested are said 
to be at risk of discrimination in insurance, 
employment, and in other areas of life. Unlike 
for those who are HIV-positive, there are no fed- 
eral or state laws to protect the confidentiality of 
women who are tested. 

So why all the hoopla about BRCA1 testing? 
It certainly doesn’t sound like activists have asked 
for this new cutting-edge science. Many think it 
comes down to corporate greed. I also think it’s 
about researchers who find genetic testing a lot 
more exciting and glamorous than going after 


environmental polluters. 
I believe it when I read that “the same com- 
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panies that profit 
from breast can- 
cer treatments 
also manufacture 
cancer-causing 
toxins.” Cited in 
the Mother Jones 

article is the United Kingdom-based Zeneca 
Group PLC, “the undisputed leader in the breast 
cancer business, selling $470 million a year of a 
controversial treatment drug called Nolvadex.” 
The corporation also reaps about $300 million 
annually from its carcinogenic herbicide, ace 
tochlor. A little conflict of interest, huh? 

To add insult to injury, Zeneca is also the 
founder and the sole financial sponsor of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, which the coalition 
wants no part of. 

Promoting mammography is a big part of 
awareness month, Let's look at the facts. The 
American Cancer Society (ACS) urges women 
in their 40s to have these X-rays, while research 
has shown that there is no evidence that they 
increase survival rates. In fact, it's been shown 
that breast cancers detected by mammography 
have been growing for at least six years, and 20 
percent of all these cancers do not show up ona 
mammogram. The ACS is heavily supported by 
DuPont and General Electric. Both of these cor- 
porate giants reportedly have the highest num- 
ber of EPA Superfund hazardous waste sites and 
both are big investors in the mammography 
industry.“These corporations have a vested finan: 
cial interest in keeping breast cancer research and 
advocacy pointed away from possible causes — 
such as corporate pollution — and focused on 
the profitable business of cancer detection and 
treatment,” writes an industry observer. 

Real heart-warming, isn’tit? And to think our 
tax dollars are going to feed the egos and wallets 
of people who have little vested interest other 
than making bigger profits and achieving scien- 
tific fame. And all at the expense of women. 

In this country, every three minutes a woman 
is diagnosed with breast cancer; every 12 min- 


utesa woman dies of breast cancer; and it is esti- 
mated that by the year 2000, one million women 
will have this horrible disease. Angry? Scared? 
‘The answer in combatting this primarily women’s 
disease is political action. Since the major culprit 
is our poisonous environment and the major 
offenders are rich and mighty, change can only 
be activated through the actions of many who 
are armed with the facts. A good place to start is 
with the Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition, 
which is located in Boston, It holds events around 
the state to educate the public on what's really 
going on in the world of breast cancer, You can 
get more details by calling the coalition at (800) 
649-6222. 

Feedback? Issues? Ideas? Call me at: (413) 586- 
7070, ext. 12; fax me at: (413) 586-0412; or write 
to: Community Chat, Optimist, Sharon Bass, One 
Brewster Court, Northampton, MA 01060, *« 


DOO: 
ete y 


ed Deppe is a registered nurse and a poet who lives in Florence. He has 
published two collections of poems: Children of the Air (1990) and The 
Wanderer King (1996), published by Alice James Books. Mr. Deppe will 

read from his latest book of poems on Thursday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
| Globe Bookshop in Northampton with fellow poet E.J. Miller Laino. 


Giving Life to Life 


Halfway House in the group home blazes into the dark. 
A red-haired man sits on his suitcase When the alarm’s turned off the silence pulses. 
ready to go anywhere. Having carried 
what he could into the snowy night, Snow comes down harder. I almost speak 
hewatches from the sidewalk as fire trucks arrive. to the man whose huge hand brushes off the 
petals Book 
A second, older man shelters a potted lily of his doomed lily. How has it happened signing to 
in his unzipped coat. The blossoms Fm oneblock from home and don’t knowa soul? follow! 


will be crushed if he covers them completely 9 

soa few ghostly trumpets blare The Russian Greatcoat 
While my children swim off the breakwater, 

silently into the storm. while my wife sleeps beside me in the sun, 

Headphoned and running in place, I recall how you once said you knew 

a jogger listens to his own soundtrack a sure way to paradise or hell 


for the burning building Years ago, you stood on the Covington bridge, / \ EF N D | O N / RT | STS 


demanded | throw my coat into the Ohio — 


All Souls Church ¢ 399 Main Street * Greenfield, MA 01302 © 413-773-5018 


Dancers, Musicians, Artists are invited to participate in: 


only there aren’t any flames — my five dollar “Russian greatcoat,” F 

firefighters glide angrily through unharmed my “Dostoevsky coat,’ with no explanations, Amazi ns Grace * ' 

aa Meh DO NE lia SRN PSR PH ees: A Festival of the Heart, A Festival of the Arts 

feel guilty and exhilarated, part of a crow 4 

2 house that’s not ae fire, From that height, the man-sized coat fell to be presented and videotaped for TELEVISION at la Salette 
in slow snotion, floated briefly, Shrine in loswich, MA on June 14, 15 & 16, 1996 

A woman from the doughnut shop one sinking arm bent at the elbow. r info on toc ioute You! istic plec 

brings cups of coffee in a cardboard box, At first, I evade the question when my wife asks, 

strangers share cigarettes. The jogger’s almost as if just thinking of you were an act of betrayal. 

dancing to his music while yellow-suited fire The cigarette | shared with you above the river. 

fighters Our entrance into the city, your thin black coat 
around our shoulders. Sometimes I can go 

enter and leave the house like goldfish. weeks without remembering. 


Who set this invisible fire? Every light 


BEST-SELLING BOOKS IN THE VALLEY 
FICTION 


1. Snow Falling on Cedars, by David Guterson. 
(Vintage, $12) 

2. Sophie's World, by Jostein Gaarder. (Berkeley, 
$6.99) 

3. Running From Safety, by Richard Bach. (Delta, 
$11.95) 

4, Moo, by Jane Smiley. (Fawcett, $12) 

5, Return of Merlin, by Deepak Chopra. (Random 
House, $12.95) 

6, The Rainmaker, by John Grisham. (Island, $7.99) 
7. Primary Colors, Anonymous. (Random House, 
$24) 

8, Ishmael; Adventure of the Mind, by Daniel 

Quinn, (Bantam, $10.95) 

9. Talk Before Sleep, by Elizabeth Berg. (Island, Zinn, (Hyperion, $12.95) 


$5.99) 10. Anthropologist on Mars, by Oliver Sacks. 
10. Glass Lake, by Maeve Binchy. (Dell, $7.50) (Vintage, $13) 


1, Reviving a Saving the Selves of 
Adolescent Girls, by Mary Pipher. (Del Ray, $12.50) 
2. Women's Bodies Women’s Wisdom, by Chris 
Northrdp.(Baolam, $14.95) 

3. Seven Spiritual Laws of Success, by Deepak 
Chopra, (New World, $14) 

4, Sacred Space. Clearing & Enhancing the Energy 
of Your Home, by Denise Linn. (Ballantine, $12) 

5, Bird by Bird, by Anne Lamott. (Anchor, $11.95) 
6. A Brief History of Everything, by Ken Wilber 
(Shambala, $14) 

7, Artists’ Way, by Julia Cameron, (Tarcher, $13.95) 
8, Rush Limbaugh is a Big Fat Idiot, by Al Franken 
(Doubleday, $21.95) 

9. Wherever You Go, There You Are, by Jon Kaba’ 


Best Sellers list courtesy of Beyond Words bookshop, Northampton 


IN OUR YOU’LL FEEL GREAT 


WHILE SOAKING IN A 
Curtain Shop HOT TUB AT 


Discover how 


curtains can 
brighten your 


home or business 


~ Come see us ~~ LA 


today! 


pra HEAVEN Ne; 
HADLEY = KO TUBS, ¢ 
VILLAGE] + 
BARN easy 


FOR RESERVATIONS 


pad aay 586-6843 


Jihenest ¥ 
fami. from 1-91 (Exit 19N, 205) 33 WEST STREET- NORTHAMPTON 


Gitild 


Studio School 


100 Main Street Northampton Call 584-3299 for a free catalog! 
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| HARTFORD 
|Neil Diamond TBA | 


PROVIDENCE 
NCAA MENS 
TOURNAMENT 
HOOPS 
3/14,3/16 


BOSTON 
6/20 Niel 
Diamond 


WORCESTER 
John Michael 
ontgomery 3/22 
Foo Fighters 4/5 


SPRINGFIELD 
3/17 BROOKS & 

} DUNN 
4/17 CAMPBELL'S 
| SKATING TOUR 


COMING SOON 
Garth Brooks 
The Moody Blues 


‘o | UMASS MEN'S HOOPS | 
RECORDS I BRUINS * CELTICS 
3 Main St., Northampton | UMASS * UCONN 
586-5726 | 413 *° 736 © TIXX 


Think about it: 


V Upbeat arts and news coverage 
~ 55,000 weekly readers 
Distribution throughout the 


Pioneer Valley 
Advertising in the Optimist works! For details, call: 


(413) 586-7070 


FH OF MARCH 


Tuesday, March 26th - Joel Zoss 
Wednesday, March 27th - Phat Jams 
Thursday, March 28th - Thomas Major 


All showtimes 7:00 
Sit down in a Funky Atmosphere, Enjoy an evening of Great Food & 
Blues * Rock * Funk © Soul © Fusion Folk 
Boltwood Walk % Amherst, Massachusetts Bu K 
(413) 253-4040 COVER 
A TEX “Mex WAST THAT'S RIGHT DOWN YOUR ALiEY! 


Pleasant St. Northampton, MA OI060 ¢ 413) 582-1885 ¢ turnitup@javanet.com| 


SET THE TWILIGHT 
REELING — LOU REED 
(WARNER BROS.) 


The last time we heard from Lou Reed was 
on 1992’s Magic and Loss, his album about 
death and grieving. Reed has lightened up a 
lot since then, and his new disc, Set The 
Twilight Reeling, finds him in a reflective, 
content state. The recent past has been good 
to Reed. For one thing, he's head over heels 
in love with performance artist Laurie 
Anderson —a fact he doesn’t try to hide on 
Reeling. 

The disc opens with “Egg Cream,” Reed’s 
ode to the chocolate yummies of his youth. 
I admit that hearing Lou Reed carry on about 
candy is a bit unsettling. It’s also strange to 
hear this epitome of cool deliver lines like 
“I’ve met a woman of a thousand faces/And 
I want to make her my wife.” It takes some 
getting used to — this middle-aged, mellow 
Lou who sings goofy songs like “Hooky 
Wooky.” But there are also some wonderful 
moments on this disc. The warm fuzzy gui- 
tars are great, as is Reed’s classic monoton 
ic singing. “NYC Man’ is a soulful tune set 
against a rhythm track that bears a vague 
resemblance to “Walk on the Wild Side.” Then 
there’s “Sex With Your Parents,” Reed’s funny 
jab at right-wing Republicans, which proves 
that he hasn’t lost any of his bite. A solid out- 
ing from a rock legend. 


DIFFERENT — THE 
SIGHS (BIG DEAL) 


In a perfect world, the Sighs would be rich 
and famous rock stars, But, alas, the world 
isn’t perfect, and the Northampton-based 
quartet is still struggling for recognition after 
more than a decade of playing together. The 
band seemed destined for big things when 
they released their major label debut, What 
Goes On, back in 1992. This flawless pop 
album could have been a big hit, but bad luck 
got in the way. A few weeks after the album's 
release, EMI bought out the label (Charisma), 
causing the Sighs to get lost in a corporate 
shuffle. The disc received no promotion, and 
the band was ultimately dropped. It’s amaz- 
ing these guys didn’t smash their guitars, but 
fortunately they chose to persevere and have 


Local Music 
1. Ray Mason Band — Missyouville (Chunk) 
2. Various Artists — Live in the Living Roorn (Red Hot) 
3. Bionaut — Au Nature/ (Tiny Bubbles) 
4. Holdstrong —Nothing in Return (Pin Drop) 
5, The Marshes — The Marshes (Sike Records) 
Folk/Counrtry 
1, Dar Williarns — Mortal City (Razor and Tie) 
2. The Nields — Gotta Get Over It (Razor and Tie) 
3. Catie Curtis — Truth fron Lies (Guardian) 
4. Various Artists — Wornen of the World (Putmayo) 
5, The Chieftans — Best of the Chieftains (Columbia) 
Alternative/College 
1, Lou Reed — Sef the Twilight Reeling (WB) 
2. Frank Zappa — The Lost Episodes (Ryko) 


WHAT'S SPINNIN' IN THE VALLEY 


SPONSORED BY MAIN STREET RECORDS 


March 14-20, 1996 


just released their second disc, Different, on 
the Big Deal label. 

With their sweet melodies, catchy hooks, 
and great harmonies, the Sighs are a pop 
band in the tradition of the Beatles and the 
Beach Boys. As you can tell from the 
Beatlesque introduction to “Situations,” the 
band wears its influences proudly, “The Long 
Line” and “Stephanie's Work” prove that the 
Sighs don’t need a big budget and hot shot 
producer (Ed Stasium produced What Goes 
On) to make great music. Hopefully, this 
won't be the last we hear from this talented 
foursome. 


50/50 — THE FOLK 
IMPLOSION (LOU 
BARLOW & JOHN 
DAVIS) (COMM 39) 


If you ever wondered why Lou Barlow is 
considered the god of low-fi music, check 
out this EP by the The Folk Implosion. As 
anyone who’s been following Barlow’s career 
since his Dino Jr. days knows, he uses vari- 
ous side projects as an outlet for his prolif- 
ic songwriting. And The Folk Implosion is 
one such project, in which he teams up with 
guitarist John Davis. On 50/50, the two have 
assembled seven tracks that run the spec- 
trum from traditional pop to experimental 
noise. Putting its own twist on the typical 
folk and rock clichés, The Folk Implosion 
makes a marked departure from the blaring 
“grunge” sound of Barlow's band Sebadoh. 

Five of the tracks here are from the 1994 
EP Electric Idiot and were recorded on a 4- 
track cassette at Davis’ house, which accounts 
for the primitive raw sound that only 
enhances the power and energy of these 
songs. This disc definitely has the feel of two 
guys hanging out and goofing off with their 
guitars — a sound that could be disastrous 
in the hands of lesser talent. But The Folk 
Implosion actually gives us a glimpse of some 
great music. 

From the tuneful pop of “Palm of My 
Hand” to the Barney-on-acid sound of “I 
Reserve the Right to Rock,” this experimen- 
tal disc is a treasure that’s definitely worth 
seeking out. 

— Sheryl Hunter * 


3, Cowboy Junkies — Lay it Down (MCA) 
4, Alanis Morissette — Jagged Little Pill (WB) 
| Feel Alright (WB) 
Jazz 

Sun Ship (Impulse) 
2. Miles Davis — Relaxin’ With Miles Davis (QJC) 
3. Courtney Pine — Modern Day Jazz Stories (Antilles) 
4. Joe Pass — Joy Spring (Capitol) 
5. Stan Getz and Chet Baker — Stan Meats Chet (Polygram) 

Classical 

1, Anonymous 4 — Miracles of Santiago (Harmonia Mundi) 
2. Quink — Invisible Cities (Telarc) 
3, Dawn Upshaw— While Moon (Nonesuch) 
4, Boston Camerata — Simple Gilts (Erato) 
5. Gorecki — Kleines Requiern (Philip 1) 


5. Steve Earle 


1. John Coltrane 
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Hellraiser: Bloodline drains itself dry 


by Jeff Allard 


he Hellraiser films have always been 
about pain and punishment, so it was 
probably inevitable that the sequels 
would devolve into a sadomasochistic expe- 
rience in disappointment. All the skin-flay- 
ing and ritualistic dismembering of previous 
Hellraisers is on tap in Bloodline — but with 
none of the arcane invention that writer and 
director Clive Barker displayed in the origi- 
nal, and not even any of the professional com- 
petence of the second and third films. But this 
is the fourth film in a low-budget horror series, 
now far removed trom its original creative 
muse. Hell isn’t what it used to be. 

In Bloodline’s time-spanning 

a toy~ 

maker in 18th-century France 
invents the Lament Configuration what 
— the puzzle box device that con- 
jures the forces of Hell, His to 


cheese-o-rama na rrative 


descendants in present-day 

America and on down into the far future (the 
climax is on a distant space station) toil away 
at devising an antidote to the box as a means 
to seal the door to Hell forever. Originally 
planned as almost a three-part anthology con- 
nected by the lineage of the tormented inven- 
tor, Bloodline in its present form seems like 
three bad movies —a styleless Gothic horror 
film, a contemporary slasher pic, and a sci-fi 
horror hybrid with cut-rate spaceship effects 
that Babylon 5 could put to shame — spliced 
at random into one incoherent whole. 

The botched attempt to open up the 
Hellraiser mythos with the backstory of the 
puzzle box is a colossal misstep. The original 
film was effective in part because of how much 
Barker didn’t reveal, He only allowed his star 
demon, Pinhead (billed in the credits only as 
“Lead Cenobite”), into the film for 20 minutes 
at best, allowing him to be a compelling mys- 
tery. The box itself was even more so. One 
almost got the idea that Pinhead himself was 
denied the full picture — and that the box was 
a riddle whose origins he had no insight into. 
Doug Bradley as Pinhead has never looked 
more bored with skinning people alive than 
he does here. It doesn’t help that they’ve given 
him a drooling hell-hound with a spiked col- 
Jar (!) that even The Munsters couldn't own 
with a straight face. 

“I can’t believe you saw that,” a friend said 
to me. “It didn’t even look good.” Well, no mat- 
ter how many times | get rooked by a genre 
film, I'l still gladly line up for the next one that 
gets a hot promotion campaign behind it. 
Lining up for Bloodline is not even like being 
honestly suckered, though. Plagued by pro- 
duction problems, the director of Hellraiser: 
Bloodline, special effects maestro Kevin Yagher 
(Child’s Play, HBO’s Tales from the Crypt), 
removed his name after post-production 
changes wrought by Miramax/Dimension. The 


Hell isn’t 


. 
it used sometimes just another word for 


film’s direction is now credited to the common 
industry pseudonym Alan Smithee, This movie, 
which even under the best of circumstances 
would have been only watchable, is so bad that 
even the director wouldn't keep his name on 
it. But yet it called to me, 

The best kick in the head waiting for me at 
Bloodline was that the one bit that made it into 
every TV spot I saw for the movie — Pinhead’s 
exultant, cheesy “Welcome to oblivion!” — is 
nowhere in the actual film. It’s probably hard 
for most people to understand why someone 
would consciously choose to spend an evening 
watching a film they know full well will be 
abominable. But few movies are 
ever quite as good as you'd like 
them to be, and “quality” is 


predictability. The key to bad- 
movie watching is to choose your 
battles carefully. Unlike main- 
stream flops like Assassins, Now and Then, or 


be. 


Cutthroat Island, which are simply lame, an 
atrocious genre film like Bloodline — or, to a 
much lesser extent, Screamers — can offer 
something truly unique to the jaded, seen-it- 
all moviegoer. When stepping into a theater 
anticipating something to be godawful, I get a 
nervous rush in knowing that there are no set 
boundaries as to how embarrassing or how 
inept it can be. Each new turkey can single- 


handedly rewrite the history of great failur 
Bloodline gets a chapter all its own. 


CLASSIFIEDS! 


Turn your junk into cash 
with a free ad 
for items $300 or less in 
Optimist Classifieds. 
Simply mail your 


classified ad 
of 12 words or less to: 


Optimist 
Classifieds 


1 Brewster Court 
Northampton, MA 


01060 


or fax to: 
(413) 586-0412. 


ACADEMY AWARD 
\y BEST FOREIGN LAN 


NOMINEE 
JAGE FI 


“ Sharp-tongued wit... 
Antonia’s Line is a comedy, 
an often magical and 
festive one.” 


Michael Wilmington, Chicago Tribune 


HK! 
puis 
aa 


Visit ANTONIA'S LINE on the Internet at http //www tp.com/antonin 
‘Visit MOVIENET at: htip/www.movienot.com 


# Wed. - 10am Matinee - $3.50 
Free Snacks at 10:00am Matinee 


Winner - Best Actress 
1995 Montreal Film Festival 


Jennifer Jason Leigh 


Ir 
HE TOUGHEST ACT TO 
FOLLOW IS AN OLI SISTER 
Fri.- 4:45, 7 & 9:15pm 
Sat, & Sun. - 2:30, 4:45, 7 & 9:15 
Mon. - Thurs. -7 & 9:15pm 


Wed. - 10am Matinee - $3,50 
Free Snacks at 10:00am Matinee 


27 Pleasant St., Northampton 
* 586-0935 + 


The Pleasant St. Theater 


+ MOVEETIMES +: 


These listings cover Mareh 15 - March 21. Movie list: 
ings are subject to change. Please call theaters for further 
information and updated listings. 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC 
Northampton (584-8435) 
*Angels and Insects (fi) 7.9.15 p.m. daily 


AMHERST CINEMA 
Amherst (256-3559) 
*Dead Man Walking (fA) FI /SAT 7, 9.15 p.m, SUN - 
THURS 7:30 p.m. 


GARDEN CINEMAS 
Greenfield (774-4881) To be announced. Call theater for 
show times 


HAMPSHIRE SIX THEATERS 
Hadley (584-7550) 
*Homeward Bound (G) FAI 5:20, 8 10, 10:30 p.m, SAT 
12:10, 2:40, 5:20, 8:10, 10:30 p.m.; SUN 12:10, 2:40, 6, 
8:30 p.m; MON - THUR 6, 8:30 p.m. *Executive 
Decision (1) FRI 4:50, 7:30, 10:10 p.m.; SAT 1:10, 2:30, 
4:50, 7:30, 10:10 p.m.; SUN 1;10, 2:30, 5:30, 8:10 p.m.; 
MON - THUR 5:30, 8:10 p.m. *Ed (PG) FRI 5, 7:40, 10:10 
p.m,, SAT 12, 2:30, 5, 7:40, 10:10 p.m.; SUN 12, 2:30, 
5.40, 8:10 p.m.; MON ~ THUR 5:40, 8:10 p.m, ‘Rumble 
in the Bronx (R) FRI 5:10, 8, 10:30 p.m.; SAT 1.20, 
5:10, 8, 10:30 p.m.; SUN 1:20, 5:50, 8:30 p.m.; MON — 
THUR 5:50, 8:30 p.m. *Happy Gilmore (PG-13) FRI 
5:10, 7:50, 10:20 p.m.; SAT 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:50, 10:20 
p.m.; SUN 12:10, 2:40, 5:50, 8:20 p.m.; MON - THUR 
5:50, 8:20 p.m, *If Lucy Fell (R) FRISAT 7:50, 10:20 
p.m, SUN = THUR 8:20 p.m. *Muppet Treasure 
Island (G) FRI 5 p.m.; SAT 12, 2:30, 5 p.m.; SUN 12, 
2:30, 5:40 p.m., MON — THUR 5:40 p.m. 


HOYTS GREENFIELD CINEMA 6 
Greenfield (772-4881) 
*Down Periscope (PG-13) 7:25, 9:35 pm. daily; 
SAT/SUN 12:15, 2:35, 5, 7:25, 9:35 p.m, *The Birdeage 
(R) 7:20, 9:55 p.m. daily; SAT/SUN 11:45, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 
9:55 p.m. *Homeward Bound II (G) 6.50, 9 p.m. daily 


SAT/SUN 12:05, 2:15, 4:35, 6:50, 9 p.m. Ed (PG) 7:15, 
9:30 p.m. daily; SAT/SUN 12:20, 2:40, 4:55, 7:15, 9:30 
p.m. *Muppet Treasure Island (G) SAI/SUN 12, 2:25, 
445 p.m, *Hellraiser 4 (R) 7:10 p.m. daily. if Lucey 
Fell (R) 9:25 p.m. daily. *Up Close & Personal (PG- 
13) 6:45, 9:40 p.m, daily; SAT/SUN 12:10, 3, 6:45, 9:40 
pm 


LATCHIS THEATER 
Brattleboro (802-254-5800) 
*Leaving Las Vey (R) 7, 9:10 p.m. daily, SAT/SUN 
matinee 2 p.m, *Dead Man Walking (f) 6:50, 9:05 
pm. daily *Sense & Sensibility (PG) 6:55 p.m. daily, 
SAT/SUN matinee 2 p.m. *Beautiful Girls (8) 9:15 p.m 
daily. *Babe (G) SAT/SUN matinee 2 p.m 


MOUNTAIN FARMS FOUR THEATERS 
Hadley (584-9153) 
+Mr, Holland's Opus (PG) Fi! 4:30, 7.30, 10.15 pm 
SAT 1:15, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15 pm., SUN 1.15, 5:15, 8 pm 
MON - THUR 5:15, 8 p.m. *Broken Arrow (fi) FRI 5, 
7:30, 10:15 p.m.; SAT 1:30, 5, 7:30, 10:15 p.m,; SUN 1.30, 
5:30, 8 p.m, MON ~ THUR 5:30, 8 p.m. *The Birdcage 
(R) FRI 4:45, 7:45, 10:30 p.m.; SAT 1:30, 4:45, 7:45, 10:30 
p.m.; SUN 1:30, 5:30, 8:15 p.m,; MON ~ THUR 5:30, 8:15 
p.m. ‘Down Periscope (PG-13) FRI5, 7:45, 10:30 
p.m.; SAT 1:45, 5, 7:45, 10:30 p.m.; SUN 1:45, 5:45, 8:15, 
p.m.; MON - THUR 5:45, 8:15 p.m 


PLESANT STREET THEATER 
Northampton (586-0935) 
Main Theater; -Antonia’s Line (Nit) FRI 5, 7:15, 9:30 
p.m.; SAT/SUN 2:45, 5, 7:15, 9:30 p.m; MON - THUR 
7:15, 9:30 p.m.; WED 10 a.m. matinee with free snacks. 
Little Theater Downstairs: +Georgia (/%) FR) 4.45, 
7, 9:15 p.m.; SAT/SUN 2:30, 4:45, 7, 9:15 p.m.; MON - 
THUR 7, 9:15 p.m.; WED 10 a.m. matinee with free 
snacks, 


SHOWCASE CINEMA 
West Springfield (733-5131) 
*Executive Decision (fi) 1, 1:30, 4, 4:30, 7:15, 7:45, 
10, 10:25 p.m, daily; FAI/SAT also 12.30 a.m. *The 


Birdcage (fi) 1, 1:30. 4, 4:30, 7:20, 7:50, 9:55, 10:15 
p.m. daily, FRI/SAT also 12:20 a.m. *Rumble in the 
Bronx (R) 12:55, 3, 5, 7:45, 9:50 p.m. dally; FRI/SAT also 
11.50 p.m. *Broken Arrow (i) 12:40, 2:50, 5:05, 7:25. 
9:40 p.m, daily; FRI/SAT also 


55 p.m. *Up Close & 

, 5:15, 7:40, 10:05 p.m. 
daily; FRI/SAT also 12:20 a.m. * Ed (PG) 12:45, 2:40, 4:40, 
7:10, 9:15 p.m. daily; FRISAT also 11:15 p.m 
sHellraiser 4 (A) 1:15, 3.15, 5:25, 7.35, 9:35 pm. di 
FRI/SAT also 11.35 p.m. *Homeward Bound (G) 1 
2:30, 4:30, 7, 9 p.m, daily; FRI/SAT also 11 p.m. ‘Down 
Periscope (PG-13) 1:10, 3:10, 5:10, 7.356, 9:35 p.m 
daily; FRVSAT also 11:35 p.m, *Farge (R) 1:20, 3:20, 
5,20, 7:50, 9:50 p.m. dally; FRI/SAT also 11:50 p.m. *Mn 
Holland's Opus (PG-13) 1.30, 4:15, 7:10, 10 p.m. daily. 
*Muppet Treasure Island (G) 1, 3,5 p.m. daily 
*Happy Gilmore (PG-13) 7:25, 9:25 p.m. daily; FRVSAT 


also 11:25 p.m. 


SPRINGFIELD CINEMA 
Springfield (782-1000) 
*Sense & Sensibility (?G) 1.20, 4-10, 7:05. 9:50 pm 
dally. *Toy Story (G) 1, 2:45, 4:30, 6:15 p.m. dally. 
*Before & After (PG-13) 7:55, 10:10 pm. daily 
*Dunston Checks In (PG) 1:35, 3:45, 5:30 p.m, daily 
*Mr. Wrong (PG-13) 7:45, 9:45 p.m. daily. «Jumanji 
(PG) 1, 3:20, 5:35, 7:50 p.m. daily. *The Juror (2) 9:55 
p.m. daily. *G@rumpier Old Men (PG-13) 1°55, 4.15, 7, 
9:30 p.m. daily. City Halll (R) 1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40 p.m. 
Black Sheep (G-13) 1:45, 3:45, 5:40 p.m. daily. 
eheart (/4) 8 p.m. daily. *Babe (G) 1.30, 3:30 
5:30 p.m. daily, *12 Monkeys (R) 7:30, 10 p.m, daily. 
“Waiting to Exhale (i) 1.45, 4.30, 7:15, 9:50 p.m 
daily. ‘Dead Man Walking (fi) 1.25, 4.15, 7, 9.45 pn, 
daily. ‘Leaving Las Vegas (3) 1:40, 4.20, 7:10, 9:40 
p.m. daily, *Father of the Je HI (PG) 1:20, 3:30, 
5:40, 7:50 p.m. daily. ¢If Lucy (R) 10:10 p.m. daily. 


TOWER THEATERS 
South Hadley (533-FILM) 
*The Birdcage (fR) 1:30, 4, 6:30, 9 p.m. daily *Up 
Close & Personal (/?G-13) 2. 4.30, 7, 9:30 p.m. daily. 
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News ofthe Weird 


by Chuck Shepherd 


Weird Science 

‘Two Danish scientists, writing in the journal 
Naturein December, reported finding a previ- 
ously unknown, 0.01-inch-long organism whose 
habitat is the lips of Norwegian lobsters. Among 
the characteristics of the Symbion pandora: It 
can reproduce either sexually or asexually, and 
though it is born with a brain, the brain com- 
pletely disappears during adolescence and reap- 
pears at the onset of adulthood. 

In December, surgeon Isam Felahy removed 
an inch-long tree sprig from the right lung of 
16-year-old ‘Tracy McIntyre in Stockton, Calif. 
‘Tracy had apparently inhaled it in 1980 from 
the family Christmas tree. The sprig, which was 
still green, was also apparently the source of 
Tracy’s notoriously bad breath. 

In December, scientists at the Japan Atomic 
Power Co. in Takasaki reported that bombard- 
ing cheap wine and whiskey with a deadly (for 
humans) dose of gamma rays actually improved 
the taste, According to researcher Hiroshi 
Wantanabe, irradiation supplies a blending that 
poorly made wine and whiskey lack, and in fact, 
he predicts that irradiation will be used by the 
year 2000 to improve the taste of many com- 
mon foods. (However, Wantanabe admits that 


irradiating good wine and whiskey makes them 
taste worse.) 

In December, United Nations health organi- 
zations announced stepped-up campaigns 
against several African maladies, including 
Guinea worm disease. The disease manifests 
itself within a year of a person’s ingesting water 
fleas infected with the larvae, at which point 
stringlike worms up to three feet long emerge 
from painful blisters, 

An October Houston Chronicle report on 
University of Texas biochemist Barrie Kitto 
revealed that currently the only way govern- 
ment inspectors can detect microscopic feces 
in cereal grain (to ascertain whether the allow- 
able two rat pellets per kilogram of grain has 
been exceeded) is through visual inspection. Dr. 
Kitto has developed a substance sensitive to the 
feces that will turn a sample green to make 
inspection easier. 


Cultural Diversity 

The municipal council of Kota Bahrua in 
northeastern Malaysia, a city controlled by an 
Islamic party, announced in January that it 
would require citizens who deal with the gov- 
ernment, such as those who line up to make 
license and utility payments, to be segregated 


by gender, to prohibit excessive mingling. 

A court in Grenaa, Denmark, announced it 
would soon impose a higher fine on a woman 
because she refuses to change the spelling of the 
name of her son, “Christophpher,” which is 
unapproved by the ministry that regulates 
names. She has paid about $18 a week since 
1989, and the fine will go up to about $91 in 
March. Chris is now eight years old, and so far 
his name has cost the woman almost $5,000 in 
fines, but she insisted the uniqueness was worth 
it. 

According to a September report from 
Madagascar in Financial Times, the Randrianaivo 
family's “famadihana” celebration was a suc- 
cess, In famadihana, every five years or so, a 
respected family member is disinterred and 
communed with, supposedly to help the soul's 
transition into being a spirit for the living fam- 
ily members. Bones are wrapped in white 
shrouds, caressed and danced with, 

In November, Knight-Ridder News Service 
reported that the government in Nanning, 
China, was levying fines of about $1.50 for any- 
one who orders more food in restaurants than 
he can eat. 


People With Too Much 
Time on Their Hands 

A study of 12,000 people by University of 
North Carolina researchers, released in 
December, revealed that people who drink lots 
of beer have large bellies but most people who 


drink lots of wine do not. 

In December, the Arizona Republic profiled 
animal psychologist Krista Cantrell, who says 
her success is because she can communicate 
telepathically with dogs and therefore get to the 
bottom of most master-dog relationship prob- 
lems, Several satisfied clients sang praises for 
Cantrell’s work, including the owner of a horse 
that was on the verge of being put to sleep but 
was able to tell Cantrell that he was simply over- 
medicated. (Five weeks later, the horse won a 
race.) 

Send your Weird News to Chuck Shepherd, P.O. 
Box 8306, St. Petersburg, Fla, 33738, or 
74777,3206@compuserve.com. 

— Universal Press Syndicate 


Got any 
weird 
photos? 


Send them to: 
Optimist Publications 
1 Brewster Court 
Northampton MA, 01060 


+ No-Down Payment 
Plan available 


+ Prompt claims service 


CuT 10% OFF YOUR 
AUTO INSURANCE BILL! 


+ Interest FREE payment plans 


+ Excellent motor club benefits 


+ Professional advice and counsel 


Call us today to see how you can join The Travelers 
Motor Club of Massachusetts*, a new and exciting 
group automobile insurance program. 


G.A. FINCK & SON 


Insurance Agency Inc. 


63 Main Street Florence MA * 413-584-1970 
*Travelers Motor Club is not affiliated with Travelers Insurance Company, Hartford, CT. 
PROGRAM IS UNDERWRITTEN BY THE HANOVER INSURANCE COMPANY, WORCESTER, MA 
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W= Washburn, I = Ibanez 
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31 Campus Plaza Road,Hadley, MA 
(Next to Pizza Hut) 
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TOP TEN SIGNS YOUR 
WIFE IS HAVING AFFAIR 
WITH PRINCE CHARLES 


10. Hidden in the closet you find a pair of 
earmuffs the size of a CD player 

9. Always bragging that she could have you 
beheaded 

8. She has a terminal at Heathrow named 
after her 

7. Lately, she seems to know an awful lot 


about polo 

6, Her new wall plaque: “Official Supplier of 
Sex to His Royal Highness The Prince Of Wales” 

5, Suddenly, the only thing she'll eat is bangers 
and mash 

4, Her unemployed brother somehow gets a 
job as viscount 

3, She replaced painting of dogs playing poker 
with original Magna Carta 

2. She complains that your family doesn’t 
have enough inbred lunatics 

1. The crown marks on her thighs 


TOP TEN IRS AGENT PET 
PEEVES 


10. People who fill out their tax forms with 
mustard 

9. Michael Jackson insisting that he's “mar- 
ried” 

8. Idiots who pronounce IRS “Urzz” 

7, During an audit, when they tape all their 
receipts into a giant ball and whip it-at your 
head 

6, Everybody thinks rock stars get all the 
action, but the truth is, chicks dig IRS agents 

5, ‘Taxpayers who daim their home is a church 
and they need the big-screen TV to “watch 
shows about God and stuff” 

4, Paranoids who think we're harassing them 
— like that nut Robert Kessel of 1429 Hillturn 
Lane, Yonkers, NY (914) 555-2249 

3. Letterman claiming that woman who keeps 
breaking into his house as a dependent 

2. When, instead of sending a payment, they 
just show up at your house with a flyswatter 
and offer you “two free hours of bug-whackin”” 

1. Guys who list your wife under 
“Entertainment Expenses” 


TOP TEN SURPRISING 
REVELATIONS AT THE 
KEVORKIAN TRIAL 

10. Has a sign over his house that says, “over 
25 people killed” 

9, Sometimes replaces poison in lethal injec- 
tion with Folger’s Crystals 

8. His first half-dozen patients were only suf- 
fering from sprained ankles 
7. Is working on Assisted Suicide Cookbook 
6. Whenever he sees a photo of Keith 


Richards, has urge to “finish the job” 

5. Tried to bribe jury by offering to kill them 
for free 

4, On weekends, suicide machine doubles as 
Lotto ping-pong ball selector 

3. Has killed four people using only a John 
Tesh CD 

2. Offered to give the Menendez brothers a 
two-for-one special 

1, Latest “suicide machine” is a VCR and a 
stack of Pauly Shore movies 


TOP TEN HIGHLIGHTS 
OF DAN RATHER’S 
CAREER 


10. His ill-fated pairing with co-anchor Jamie 


Farr 

9, Did one-hour interview with Richard 
Lugar without falling asleep 

8. His inability to say the word “caucus” with 
out giggling 

7. His weird “you da man” exchange with 
French Prime Minister Chirac 

6, That magical night in Saigon with Lesley 
Stahl and Morley Safer 

5. The night he did the entire newscast in 
rap as “Snoop Danny Dan” 

4. Interviews with Afghan rebels actually took 
place in Dan’s backyard 

3, Performing live with R.E.M. at Madison 
Square Garden 

2. His tumultuous five-month marriage to 
Charlie Sheen 

1, During last interview with President 
Clinton, was naked below the desk 


TOP TEN DETAILS OF 
PRINCESS DIANA’S 
DIVORCE SETTLEMENT 


10. She can still wear her tiara when she 
appears at auto shows 
9, In legal proceedings, he'll use Jacoby, she'll 


use Meyers 
8. She's no longer required to use that fake 
British accent 


7. She has to turn in her princess phone for 
an old black rotary 

6. Charles must pay to repair crown marks 
on headboard of bed 

5, She’s automatically first in line to be next 
Mrs. Larry King 

4, She has full visitation rights to Charles’ 
ears 

3, She’s allowed to make royal palace guards 


laugh whenever she wants 
2. When discussing Charles, she must not 
use phrase “jug-eared nutjob” 


1. Now they'll take turns embarrassing Royal 


Family 


Featuring: Largest’ § 
¢ Herbs * Vitamins g 
Roasted Gourmet Cot 


} 


\ Produ Bulk) 
Me ‘ 


ction of Homeopathic Remedies 
alBody Care * Fresh Locally 


e® B29) 8S 29S 2 Dee Der se 


@ WHERE TO GO FOR A BUSINESS LUNCH? 
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Great Food, Great Price. Downtown! 
For special occasions ask about catering. 


PLEASANT ST. NORTHAMPTON 
584-4145 


Simply mail your classified ad 
of 12 words or less to: 


Optimist Classifieds 


1 Brewster Court 
Northampton, MA 01060 


or fax to: (413) 586-0412. 


Myers serves the best homemade lunch in a convenient, quiet eatery. 


7am to 3pm Every Day. Late Night Hours Friday & Saturday Nights 10pm - 3am. Takeouts welcome - Phone Ahead! 
OD ODES Se Der Qe 


CLASSIFIEDS! 


Turn your junk into cash with a free ad 
for items $300 or less in Optimist Classifieds. 
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AT THIS MOMENT, 
= ARE THis UNFORTUNATELY, No. TM FORGING A PSYCHIC 
\ TABLE WiTH = TM ATTEMPTING CONNECTION WITH MY 
op You? A PSICHIC LINK. SPIRIT BROTHER, LOTHGAR, 
af | ACROSS THE CAFE. 


SEE, THERE, How HE'S He's 
ee BA 
Sey! . 
TRANS CENDANCE? : | 


OH, 
BUT To ME LOTMGAR's HEY, 
VOICE I$ CALLING OUT / 
FROM THE ASTRAL PLANE! 


ait, 


ACROSS 


1 La—— (Milan 
opera house) 
S 6 Wall Street 


» order 
{02° 10 Enervates 
% J 14Comedienne 
as. Cleghorne 
fe Al 15 Lateral leader 


16 Rat-—— 

17 Early 80's fad 

19 Georgetown 
player 

20 Modern car 
feature: Abbr. 


esas 4 21 Sol-do bridge 
x HAVE to 22Le ere ‘ 
rotagonis' 
ADAIT I'M A LITTLE | 24 Bedtine stories 
ANXIOUS 76 SEE WHAT'S} 78 Fock Pig's 
GOING 76 BE HANGING | 29R.N.'s forte 
FROM THAT SIGN... 30 Skin holes 


. 


~“WAIT, HE 1S ABOUT TO SAY, 
SOMETHING! OH, NOW! 


Crossword 


31 Biblical haven 

36 Site fora sala 

37 Gatsby 
description 

39 Comic King 

40 1949 
Tracy-Hepburn 
movie 

42 "Leave me 

43 "Bali ——" 

44 William and 
Mary, e.g 

46 The Clermont 

51 Mayflower 
competitor 

52 Fix a faux pas 

53 "Skip to My 


56 Fly inthe 
ointment 

57 Keystone State, 
once 

60 Not racy 


LT REALIZE 
THIS MAY SOUND 
‘STRA 


IT Does. OH, HEAVEN FORBID! 
ALMOST LIKE A RUSE YOU 


DEVELOPED To BLOW OFF a poke! aren 
fo YEARS OF PRACTIC 
ee DEEPEST PURITY OF THOUGHT! 


IT APPEARS LOTHGAR'S 
GAR'S FEEUNG 0 : 
eS TAN PURE y ectia 


*\ 


OUDONT QUIT 
‘RN’ v At ? 
BE CONARIP 


THE NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD : 
Edited by Will Shortz No. 1017 


61 Noél vision 

62 Borden bovine 

63 Brown quickly 

64 Evening, in 
Evreux 

65 Dissuade 


DOWN 


1 Hospital fluids 
2 Bridge group, 
or bid 
3 Priestly 
vestments 
4 Niihau 
neckwear 
5 Low socks 
6 Pie graph piece 
7 Outfit 
8 Oil or grease 
Abbr 
9 Doesn't stick up 
atall 
10 Mahout's 
master 
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Emotional FIINess 


by Tom Raymond, LICSW 


Dear ‘Tom, 

My girlfriend has a pretty tight-knit group of 
friends that I barely know, I realize it’s impor 
tant to her that we all get along, but they make 
me a little uncomfortable, They're really nice 
people, but I'ma little shy, and I always feel like 
I'm being judged in social situations because | 
want people to like me, It’s made worse by the 
pressure I feel from her wanting us all to be 
friends so badly, How can I just relax and have 
a good time? 

— Getting to Know Me... 

The odds are that your girlfriend's “nice” 
friends will realize that you're the one under the 
gun and hold their fire. It's also likely that your 
girlfriend will calm down a bit once she sees 
you're capable of talking to her friends without 
drooling and babbling incoherently. 

If that doesn’t happen, you might want to 
keep the following in mind: when it comes to 
love, the “enemy of my friend is my enemy” phi- 


Tom Raymond, 
ucsw 


John observed, “Christ, it ain't easy!” 


Dear Tom, 

My son is ten years old and doesn’t like school. 
I know he's extremely intelligent, but he is con- 
sistently put in slower classes and special groups 
because he doesn’t bother to learn things that 
don’t interest him. During a recent pargnt- 
teacher conference, one of his teachers implied 
that I only think he’s smart because he’s my 
child. This made me furious. How can I do what's 
best for him when his teachers don't undefstand 
him, and he digs in his heels? 

— P-arent T-eacher A-ttitudes 

‘Trust your gut. Your son may be brilliant in 
areas his teachers are overlooking, or he may be 
unable to get involved with the material because 
of how it’s presented. et 


‘Friends validate who we are. Partner jers 
provide a kind of balance. _ 


losophy doesn’t apply. Friends and romantic 
partners play different roles in our lives. Friends 
validate who we are. They share our experiences 
and confirm our notions of right and wrong, 
fact and fiction, humor and tragedy. Our part- 
ners, on the other hand, provide'a kind of bal- 
ance. They're weak where we're strong, patient 
where we're aggressive, and competent where 
we're merely marginal. 

It’s not that partners can’t be friends or that 
friends can’t complement our strengths; it’s what 
we need from each of them that's different. This 
is why it’s so hard to play match-maker. When 
friends find the “perfect” person for us to meet, 
they usually pick someone who's like us. When 
nothing comes of it, our friends start to ques- 
tion our expectations or our sanity. 

Later, when we introduce them to our “dream 
boat,” they think we're actually lost at sea. How 
often have you met a friend’s new partner and 
wondered what it was the two had in common? 

The fact is that we're all multiple personali- 
ties, and the personality we share with our part- 
ner is not necessarily the personality we share 
with our friends, This means that your girl- 
friend’s posse is getting to know you and a new 
side of their old friend at the same time. 

Give it some time. It took the Beatles 20 years 
to get used to each member’s partner, and as 


In many states, the local schOol district is 
required by law to honor a parent's request for 
academic testing. One test to ask for is the 
Woodcock- Johnson. It does a good job of clar- 
ifying a student's strengths and weaknesses, and 
it can sniff out various learning disabilities. 
There are also home and schoo! rating scales 
that are useful in measuring hyperactivity and 
inattentiveness. 

But before you start pounding your fist on 
the principal’s desk, remember that very few 
professionals are asked to do more with less than 
teachers and special education providers. If they 
seem reluctant, it’s probably because all hell is 
breaking loose around them. Tell them you're 
on their side, and that you just want to make 
sure you're both doing all you can to tap into 
what makes your kid unique. 

Once you have the information you need, 
you can explain to your child what his respon- 
sibilities are. He'll need to understand that dif- 
ferences in learning styles are an explanation, 
not an excuse. 

Tom Raymond, LICSW, is a licensed clinical 
social worker who provides individual, family, 
and couples therapy at his office in Northfield, 
Massachusetts. You can write him at; 24 North 
Lane, Northfield, MA 01360; call: (413) 498-5872; 
or e-mail: mraymond@k12.0it.umass.edu. 


Featuring: Largest Séléction of Homeopathic Remedies 
* Herbs » Vitamins * Natural Body Care * Fresh Locally 
Roasted Gourmet Coffee’* Whole Foods * Organic 
Produce ¢ Bulk Foods 
Thornes Market ¢-150°Main’St., Northampton.MA 
586-3800 5a 


RENAISSANCE 
CENTER 

390 Main Road 
Gill, MA 01376 


CTHFT| 
AESTHETICS 
34 Main St., Suite 1 

_/ Amherst + 253-9879 
~ Therapeutic Skin Care 
& Massage for Men & Women 
+ Deep Pore Cleansing Facial 
+ Lash Tints + Lip, Blow & Leg Waxing 
* 15% off with this ad. 


Think about it: 


V Upbeat arts and news coverage 55,000 weekly readers 
v Distribution throughout the Pioneer Valley 


Advertising in the Optimist works! For details, call: 
(413) 586-7070 


m, JUST OPENED! | 


New chiropractic office in S. Deerfield. 
We treat: => 

| ° TMJ * Lower back & neck pain 

| « Headaches + Sports injuries 


+ Carpal tunnel syndrome 
- DEERFIELD 


FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC 


~ 237C GREENFIELD ROAD (RTS. 5 & 10) 
SOUTH DEERFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01373 


TELEPHONE (413) 665-3723 » FAX (473) 665-3726 
Hours: M, W, F - 9-6, T&Th - 9-1, Evenings & Sat. ~ by appointment. Convenient Pe 


Classes in Personal & Spiritual Development 


Meditation Retreats 


Call: 413-863-8411 


We offer daily classes in which certified 
instructors provide a supportive environ- f 
ment to learn and develop the practice 
of yoga. 
Benefits: deep relaxation, release of 
j physical/emotional tension, increased 
OSA strength and concentration. 
enter 


third floor ¢ 25 Main Street ¢ Northampton, Ma 01060 
v 4135855728 


Integrative Acupressure 


cupressure is a needle-free, 
A highly effective therapeutic 

method that has been in use 
and development in the Orient for 
thousands of years. Gentle but firm 
massage techniques stimulate the 
body’s healing ability and relieve ner- 


physical tension and discomfort. The 
result is a fuller connection of body, 
mind, and emotions, and the bringing 
of these into balance. 

This ancient healing art is offered 
in downtown Northampton in a 
relaxing, supportive environment. 


vous tension to produce a more cen- 
tered and energized state. Through 
increased body awareness acupressure 
helps us to recognize and resolve 
emotional issues that manifest as 


For more information 
or appointment 
call 413/256 6623 


Conrad Soons 
Integrative Acupressure, 13 Old South Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 
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Up To 48 Months 
On All ‘96 Honda Accords 


Dual AM/FM Power 
; w/Cass. Windows Power 
Auto. Air Bag / Locks 
Sena “ 
Air 36 mo. 
Candia 36,000 Mile 
. ~ Warranty 


NEW ‘96 HONDA ACCORD LX 4DR. 


ONLY... $ 2°83 24* 
149°. 


24 Mo, Lease, 12,000 miles per year. Customer pays $2000 Cap Cost Reduction, $450 Bank Fae, Ist Payment, Security Depos., Al 
Lease Inception ($3056.74 Total Cash of Trade Equity) Taxes, & Regist. Fee Not Inctuded. Lease End Purchase Price is "13,752. 


‘92 Chev. |‘95 Honda 
Blazer 4x4\Accord LXA 


#4730 #4739 
Recently Traded, S10 Tahoe One Owner, Automatic, 
Package, 5-Speed, Air Conditioning, 


Power Windows, Power Locks, 
AM/FM Cassette Anti-lock Brakes 


Reg. $14,995 Reg. $16,995 


Now $13,477 | Now $15,777 


‘90 CHEV. 
LUMINA 


#4743 


‘93 MERCURY SABLE 
STATION WAGON 


#4737 


‘90 HONDA 
CIVIC LX 


#4727 


Air Conditioning, 


‘89 HONDA 
ACCORD LXI 


#4748 #4746 


‘93 HONDA ‘94 JEEP 
p\ereie)]:iot® @e WRANGLER 


#4750 #1893 


‘94 JEEP GRAND fie: 8 4 3 
CHEROKEE CHEROKEE 


#2083 #2181 


‘88 HONDA 
PRELUDE 


CALL TOLL 
FREE!!! 
‘1-800-369-7889 


COME SEE 
THE 1996 CIVIC 


171 King St., Rte. 5, Northampton 586-8626 or Toll Free 1-800-369-7889 
Open Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-8:00, Fri. 8:30-6:00, Sat. 8:30-5:00 


— 


is sponsored by: 


by Tom and Ray Magliozzi 


Dear Tom and Ray: 

What is the best car to buy our 16-year-old 
daughter? Cost, while a factor, is a lower prior- 
ity than air bags, reinforced doors, anti-lock 
brakeslund other safety features that will improve 
her chahces of survival should she be in an acci- 
dent. We live approximately five minutes from 
a major university, where there were five car 
wrecks on the first day of classes. Alcohol plays 
a large role in most wrecks in our area (proba- 
bly in all areas) and we are more concerned 
about the “other guys” being careless than we 
are about our daughter's driving ability and 
judgment. What would you recommend, prefer- 
ably second-hand, for our daughter? 

— Irving 

‘TOM: You want a second-hand recommen- 
dation? What if I tell my brother and he tells 
you? 5 

RAY: My brother recommends an early 90's 
Volvo, Irv. It’s hard to beat a Volvo for passive 
safety, It’s heavy, structurally strong, and if you 
don’t go back too rhany years, you can get one 
with at least a driver's airbag and probably ABS, 
too, 

TOM: The only significant safety improve- 
ment that has come along since then is the lim- 
ited introduction of side-impact air bags, which 
you can get on newer Volvos and some Mercedes 
and BMW models. The cheapest of that bunch 
is probably a new Volvo 850, which will cost you 
about $30,000. And my guess is your daughter 
will need a hefty hike in her allowance to make 
the payments on that baby. 

RAY: So I'd suggest either an early‘90s Volvo 
240 or 740 if snow is not an issue where you 
live, Or a‘93 or ‘94 Volvo 850 if snow is a fac- 
tor, since the 850 is front-wheel drive, Those are 
all very safe cars. Plus, none of them is terribly 
flashy, so she won't attract undue attention. 

TOM: And trust me, Irv. As the father of a 
formerly 16-year-old daughter, she'll be attract- 
ing enough unwanted attention (at least from 
your point of view) without g flashy set of wheels. 
Good luck to both of you. 


Dear ‘Tom and Ray: 

Help! Help! I just drove my son's 1960 Ford 
pickup. He loves it, but I’m worried because the 
Ford “roadwalks.” Is that what you call it? It wan- 


ACME AUTOMOTIVE CENTER 


Serving the Valley for over 25 years. 220 King St, Nor 


Sweel Sixteen and Needs a Gar 


mpton 584-3710 


ders all over the place. | felt grateful just to keep 
it in my lane! Rob just laughed and patted my 
head and said, “It’s OK Mom.” He says he’s used 
to it, so it’s no problem, He says all he needs is 
a steering box. Am I worrying over nothing? 
— Helen 

TOM: I don’t think you are, Helen. He may 
be right about the truck. But it deserves a clos- 
er look, 

RAY: It’s true that cars of that vintage han- 
dled like wet toast. We forget how bad they were. 
You used to have to pick a landmark about a 
quarter of a mile away, and just sort of aim for 
it. Improved handling is one of the greatest dif- 
ferences between cars of 1960 and cars of 1990. 
So part of your shock may be that you're just 
not used to such a lousy-handling vehicle. 

TOM: On the other hand, the front end of 
the truck may be falling apart. He may not only 
need a steering box, but king pins, tires, tie rod 
ends, and who knows what else? Wheels may 
be getting ready to fall off. And that stuff is not 
going to be made OK by just patting Mom on 
the head. That stuff has to be fixed, and fast. 

RAY: And if you (we're assuming you're a 
reasonably good driver, Helen) can’t drive this 
truck under normal conditions without weav- 
ing all over the road, I'd say you're right to be 
on his case. He should either fix it or get rid of 
it. Because if it handles that badly under nor- 
mal conditions, he’s going to be a danger to 
everyone else on the road the minute it starts 
to rain, snow or the wind picks up. 

TOM: So don't let him drive around like that. 
Insist that he get the front end carefully inspect- 
ed and fully fixed up if he wants to keep the 
truck. Or try to talk him into trading up to a 
‘ol. 

If you want to ruin your car, we have ten ways 
for you to do it. If you don't want to ruin your car, 
we have “Ten Ways You May Be Ruining Your 
Car Without Even Knowing It!” You can order 
this booklet by sending $3 and a stamped (55 
cents), self-addressed, No. 10 envelope to Ruin 
No, 1, PO Box 6420, Riverton, N] 08077-6420, 

Got a question about cars? Write to Click and 
Clack Talk Cars in care of this newspaper. We 
can’t answer your letter personally but will run 
the best letters in the column. 

— King Features Syndicate * 


Part-time Career Opportunity Available at the Optimist 
The area's fastest growing arts and news weekly is looking for an 
inside sales representative. Individual should be energetic, creative, 
and have some sales experience. 

To apply, call: Sharon Bass, Inside Sales Manager, 

(413) 586-7070, ext.12 


BODY & SOUL 


DO YOU HAVE : 
Sleeping problems, 
arthritis, allergies — or 
unwanted weight? Visit 
PERFECTLY NATURAL 
at 321 Main St in 
Amherst for herbal 
remedies, or call for more 
info today at 253-7716. 


EXPANDING 
HORIZONS CAREER 
Counseling Services 
offers : 
* Individual 
consultations 
* Group workshops 
* Resume reviews 
* International job 
search strategies 
* Program and 
Resource 
Development 


Call for an 
appointment 
(802)254-2598 


FIGHT DEPRESSION 
New, full spectrum 
incandescent & 
fluorescent light bulbs 
from Finland now 
available. Full 
spectrum sunlight 
boxes for home or 
office. New products 
for the Nineties 
Converter bulb 
converts chromalux to 
a 3-way bulb, power 
miser increases the 
life of bulbs 38 times. 
Call 1(800)788-5781 
for brochure & save 
energy. 


MAGNETIC PRODUCTS 
Free catalog and reports, 
American Health, 531 


Bank Lane, Highwood, IL 
60040. 1(800)544-7521 


PENN HERB CO. 
Large selection of 
medicinal herbs, 
essential oils, herbal 
extracts & 
homeopathic 

reparations. Sole 
S. importer of 
OLBAS, a marvelous 


Swiss ‘remedy — for 
arthritis, aches & 
pains, bruises, 


coughs, colds & flus. 
Send $2 for 48-page 
color catalog to ; 603 
N. Second St, PA 
19123, 


ROLFING 
Physical Restoration 


Chronic pain, athletes, 
emotional release. 19 
years experience. Free 
consultation, info. Call 


Ross at (413)582-3533 


TRY A FREE 
PERSONAL 


IN THE 
OPTIMIS 


WE REACH 
OVER 50,000 
PEOPLE IN 
THE VALLEY 
EVERY WEEK. 


CALL 


586-OPTI AND 
TRY US! 


TRAVEL & 


LEISURE 


STRESSED ?? Escape 
for 48 hours. _Perkin's 
Cove area, Ogunquit, 
Maine. Any 2 nights 
lodging for 2, $99+ tax, 
includes $30 dinner 
certificate. Sleep late, go 
for a swim in an indoor, 
heated pool. Walk the 
beach Larger units 
available $149+ tax. Call 
Hillcrest Resort at 
(207)646-4524 and 
Relax! 


EMPLOYMEN 


$$$ AT HOME $$$ 

Processing mail, — self- 
addressed stamped 
envelopes to Wendy 
Sawyer, desktop 
publishing, P.O. Box 205 
OPT, Easthampton, MA 
01027. 


$$$$ EARN $$$$ 
Go-Go dancers needed, 4 
top clubs, highest 
eamings, training, 
costumes, etc. Contact 
XTC at (413)527-4990. 


DRIVERS WANTED 

Part-time, good pay. 

Perfect for students, 
retired, and for a 
second job. Must 


have a valid drivers 
license, a vehicle, and 
car insurance. Call 
Today @ 586-7070. 
Ask for Patrick. 


FREELANCE WRITER 
AVAILABLE 


To write 
Public 
Advertising 


Journalism, 
Relations, 
15 years of 
experience, Published 
nationally; corporate 
accounts, Call (413) 529- 
0019. Leave message. 


BUSINESS 


OPPORTUNITIES 


HOMEWORKERS 
NEEDED. Don't _ get 
caught in homeworkers 
fraud trap, Start off this 
year with a guaranteed 
income. Send long 
S.AS.E. to P.O. Box 202 
East Corinth, VT. 05040. 


LOVE EARTH 
Others are — making 
millions destroying our 
environment, We are 
making millions improving 
it Local leadership 
needed to help expand 
environmental company. 
Call 1(800)382-3397, 


BUSINESS 


SERVICES 


CHEAP —_ SECRETARY 
FOR HIRE !! No frills 
Topnotch, experienced 


secretary Will fulfill all your 
executive needs right 
from home. You need it, | 
can do it. Call for the 
most competitive rates 
around. Call 
Administrative Excellence 
at (413)527-9224 


CLOUSSEAU 
manufacture's guarantee, 
portable storage 
consultation. Allow your 
machine to pig out. 
Please e-mail at 
102774.10@compuserve 
Call 586-7083. 


GRAPHIC DESIGN 
specializing in strong 
graphic identity 
development for 
altemative _ businesses. 


Contact Jim Sadler 
(413) 586-4092, 


NEEDLES & THREADS 
If it doesn't fit just right, 
have it “Altered,” 
Alterations & repairs. For 
all your tailoring needs!! 
Call Nancy at 527-8155. 


WRITING, EDITING, 
Publication design, 
dissertations, promotional 
copy editing. Janet 
Sadler, (413) 247-5140. 


CLEANING 


SERVICES 


SPECIAL WINTER 
STORM DISCOUNT 
1st VISIT 50% OFF. 


ZaPHVA HOUSE 
AND OFFICE 
CLEANING 


Expert cleaning 
services for your home 
and workplace. 
Quality work done with 

a smile. Call now 
(413)529 - 0019. 
Very, Very 
Reasonable Rates. 


WOULD YOU like to have 
the cleanest house on 
your block? Of course, 


you dol! | dust, scrub, 
sweep, mop, vacuum, 
shine, etc, Call me for 
reliable, efficient house 
and = office ~— cleaning. 
References available. 
Call (413)584-2791 


Don't be afraid to leave 
message on machine. 


LEGAL 


SERVICES 


A LITTLE known Federal 
Law Stops Foreclosure, 
Debt Collection Activity, 


Eviction Process, 
Automobile 
Repossession, Federal 


and State Tax Collection. 
Atty. Lafayette, 796-1270 
or 1-800-447-7570, 


NO FAULT DIVORCE - 
BANKRUPTCY 
No fault divorce: 
$450 + filing fees 
Personal Bankruptcy. 
$450 + filing fees 


Attorney 
Edward Waskiewicz 


586-5773 or toll-free at 
1(800)295-5773 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ATTENTION ARTISTS & 


CRAFTSPEOPLE : Fine 
photography of — your 
portfolio, reasonable 


rates, guaranteed results. 
Mark Rea, photographer, 
Call (413)582-0448. 


STUDIO / MODELS FOR 
HIRE. Boudoir portraits / 
portfolios, Call Marshall 
@ (413)533-4364. 


AUTOS 


1986 CHEVY Nova 
(Toyota), A/C, power 
steering, brakes, cruise 
control. $2100 or b.o, 
586-7859. 


NOT A Scratch!! 1987, 
red SAAB 900 S, 64K, 3- 
power 

roof, 
phenomenal 
condition. $5,500/b.0, 
Call Eli at (413)542-3150. 


SAFETY FIRST 1990 
Volvo 240 DL, loaded, 
airbag, 120K, ABS 


brakes, new front tires, 
automatic, exc. cond. 


$6,095. Call (413)268- 
3141; or at night 
(413)586-3682. 


50 CARS AND TRUCKS 
AT FRAN'S 
Mostly $1995 to $3995. 
1-owners wagons all 
models like: 
‘85 Civic, 4WD 58K 
for $3995. 
'86 Chev. Pickup 72K 
for $3995 
‘89 Cavalier Wgn 115K 
for $3995 
47-Year Dealer in 
Northampton! 
245 Noyth King St 
584-4306 or 584-3367 


TRUCK FOR Sale 
Chevy 1500, 1988 4X4 
pick-up, bedliner, tool 
box, landscape _ trailer, 
electronic brakes, snow 
plow, will —_ seperate. 
(413)296-4301 


GOOD STUFF 


ARE YOU GETTING 
MARRIED OR GOING 
TO THE PROM ? 
| have a nice dress for 
sale. Never worn, Ivory, 
Tea-length, lacy & 
beautiful, $175/0.b.0, 

Call Hope 268-0041. 


CALL OR FAX 


NOW 
For your free 32 - 
page catalog chuck 
full of T-shirts, post 
cards, posters, 


bumper stickers, all 
custom made!! 
Place your order using 
Visa or Mastercard via 
fax 1(800) 553-0006 
or callus @ 
(203)455-9621 


COUNTRY 
CHIPPENDALE loveseat 
& couch. Both _ solid 
maple frames, Angel 
House Design exclusives. 
Both excellent condition 
Call (413)586-9695. 


EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 
Stairmaster 4000 
P.T. $1,695. Pecore 9.4 


programmable — treadmill 
$1,995, Cateye 
computerized _ stationary 


bike with pulse meter 
$695. WaterRower $995, 


We buy,sell and trade 
commercial cardio 
machines. Exercise 
Equipment Exchange 
256-0081, 


IT'S HOT! i's 
HERE! And it could 
be yours for FREE! 
Let me show you & 
new 


your friends my 
line of quality lingerie 


& casual wear, Call 


Hope 268-0041 


MOVING SALE 
T.V., vaccuum, weight 
set, furniture, stuff. Early 
bird welcome any day. 
(413)296-4301. 


NOW BUYING used 
bikes and in-line skates. 
Call Peloton Sports at 
584-1016. 


WILD WOMEN 
ENTERPRISES 
Has clothing = and 

accessories 

celebrating the spirit of 
women! Call for our 
free catalog at 
(508)880-0555 or visit 
our booth at the Whole 
Health Expo in March. 


COMPUTERS 


MAC PORTABLE 4/40 
with additional full page 
monitor and carry case 
$545, Mac powerbook 
100 4/20 with external 
floppy drive $500. Call 
256-0080. 


MACINTOSH 
INSTRUCTION 
and consultation. 
QuarkXpress, Adobe 
Mlustrator and 


Photoshop, Aldus 
Freehand. All levels. 
Jim Sadler. 
(413) 586-4092. 


AUDIO / VIDEO 


OKYO DOLBY Pro-Logic, 
theatre sound processor 
Turn your television into 
theatre magic! Also, 
Boston Center Channel 
speaker. Slightly used, 
kept in original boxes. 
Equipment retails at 
$468, $225/firm 
(413)584-2791 


MUSIC MARKET 


DRUM LESSONS by top 
area pro: AJ. Lankarge 
(formerly with Diver 
Down) Accepting 
students, all styles and 
ability levels. Call days 
586-0068. 


APARTMENTS 


FOR RENT 


AMHERST : Brand new 2 


bedroom apt. Available 
now! $750 _ inclusive. 
(413)256-3442. 

AMHERST : In town 3 
bedroom apt. Hardwood 
floors, no parking. 
Available now! $850+ 
(413)256-3442 


EASTHAMPTON : 1 & 2 
bedroom, clean, quiet, 
garden and townhouse 
apartments. Laundry, 
private parking. Williston 


School area. No. pets 
$375 - $550. Pancione 
Assoc. Property Mgmt 


527-1110. 


NORTHAMPTON : 3 
bedroom unit, hardwwod 
floors, $1000 inclusive. 
ist, last, —_ security. 
Available now. Call_Chris 
at 584-9020 or 586-7070. 


SOUTH DEERFIELD : 2 
bedroom, eat-in kitchen, 


hardwood floors, pets 
negotiable. Available 
now! — $850+. Call 
(413)256-3442, 


HOUSES FOR 
RENT 


RENTAL BY Owner : 2 
bedroom Ranch on 3 
acres in Country setting, 
fumished or unfurnished 
Organic Gardens, 3 horse 
shed, 30 mi. from 
Northampton. Call 
(413)296-4301. 


HOUSEMATES / 
ROOMMATES 
WANTED 


COUNTRY GAL seeks 
mature working woman to 
share expenses. Equal 
Opportunity household. 
Call Janine at (413)296- 
4301 


HOUSEMATE WANTED. 
Northampton. Room in 
semi-cooperative, —_non- 
smoking, vegetarian 
household. eautiful 
location, next to trails and 
conservation land. Car 
necessary. 1.5 mi, to 
town. \g room, 
$250+/mo Call 584-6441 


HOMES FOR 
SALE 


BAY PATH REALTY 
Has these homes for 


sale in Belchertown : 


Oversized Duplex, 
built to be owner 


occupied by a proud 
family. 1576 sqft each 
unit, 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 
bath, garage, cedar 
sided, on country lot, 
cul-de-sac. Asking 
$162,500. 


Custom Contemporary 
Ranch with walk-out 


finished basement, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, den, 
home office, exercise 
and hot tub room, on 
cul-de-sac, with snow 
removal. One owner 
must be 55. Asking 
$169,900. 


Authentic 1775 Farm 
House with original 
brick oven, 4 acres, 
attached bam with 
Chestnut beams, 5+ 
bedroom, 2 bath, 
plenty potential for 
home or Bed-n 
Breakfast. Asking 
$185,000, 


Unique Home Office, 


near town common, 
country cape, 1+ acre 
with a view, renovated 
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
over 2000 sqft office 
space, also newly 
remodeled with plenty 
of paved parking 
Asking $229,000. 


For more info. on 
these and other 
listings, call Realty 
World Bay Path at 

(413)323-7295 or 


1(800)649-7295. 


FOR SALE or rent - You 
choose. 4,000 sqf 
wiplenty of space and 
light, high ceilings, perfect 
for artists’ coop, three 
walk-in safes, very 
dramatic brick & concrete 
building with 3 fireplaces. 
$99,500, Call 584-4385, 


GOV'T FORECLOSED 
HOMES FOR pennies on 
$1. Delinquent Tax, 
, REO's Your 
Toll Free (1) 800- 
898-9778 Ext. H-4773 for 
current listings. 


HOME & 
GARDEN 


DUMP IT ON USI! Trash 
removal and cleaning 
service, Free estimates, 
Prompt, affordable, 
courteous service. 

Alpha Trash Removal, 
(413)543-0671 


HARDWOOD 

FLOORING : Ash, Beech, 
birch, Cherry, Maple, 
Oak. Wide widths and 
long lengths available. 
Lowest prices. Quality 
installation, Green River 
Green Mountain 
Hardwoods. Call 
(802)257-2644. 


CATS 


GREENFIELD 
ANIMAL SHELTER 
HAS THESE 
ANIMALS FOR 
ADOPTION 


SAT ieline 2 yr. old 


Calico, female. 

Farrah : 4 year old 
orange tiger, female, 

Prince ; 1 1/2 year 
old Black tiger, male 

Whiskers ; 3 year 
old White, female. 

Patty: 1 1/2 year 
old Black Tiger, 
female. 

Dusty ; 8 1/2 month 
old Siamese mix, 
female. 

Dick : 1 1/2 year 


11/2 yr. old 
Torti, female. 
Oreo : 1 1/2 yr. old 
Blk/White, male. 
Jasmine : 10 month 
old Black, female. 


For more info call 
(413) 773-3148 or see 
us @ 155 French 


sighway, Greenfield, 
M 


GREENFIELD 
ANIMAL SHELTER 
HAS THESE 
ANIMALS FOR 
ADOPTION 


naa 214 month 


old Setter / Husky, 
male. 


Sheba : 7 month 
old Shepherd mix, 
female. 

Jake ; 9 month old 
Shepherd mix, male. 
TJ. 3 yr. old 
ShepherciAkia, male. 

ridget : 4 month 
old Beagle, female. 

Dylan ; 10 month 
old Golden Ret. mix, 
male. 


For more info call 
(413) 773-3148 or see 
us @ 155 French 
Highway, Greenfield, 
MA. 


Think 
about 


V Upbeat arts 
and news 
coverage 

v 55,000 weekly 
readers 

v Distribution 
throughout the 
Pioneer Valley 


Advertising in the 
Optimist works! 
For details, call: 

(413) 586-7070 


MOUNTAIN VIEW TIRE 
Where car advice is always free! 
109 Mohawk Trail Greenfield, MA 


(Next to Howard Johnson's) 


772-0572 


Master Card / Visa / Discover / American Express / Citgo Pus 


AS ALWAYS, THE BEST Oil CHANGE PRICES 


Plus Free 4-Tire 
Rotation 
Most U.S. Cars, Many 


$14.95 


Imports, And Some Light Trucks. Includes 
Chassis Lube, Up To 5 Quarts of Citgo 
10W30 Oil And New Oil Filter. Other 
Parts And Service Extra If Needed. 
Diesel May Result In Extra 


Charges. 


VM NOT GOING TO 
TELL YOU ABOUT MY 
GOOD LOOKS, 
the kinds of undergar 
ments 
pretty my smile is, My 
mind is flooded with the 


| wear, or how 


words of ancient philoso: 
phers & Dylan, sunsets & 


stars... twenty and tired 


of the dating scene. 
(Letters only please.) 
(19148 


SEE YOU WHEN THE 
7:45 PULLS INTO 
TOWN 
SWF, 23, Roxbury, seeks 
set of concepts / hand- 
some fellow to guide / 
inspire next phase of my 
life, Must like Flannery 
O'Connor and be some- 
what freewheeling, prone 
fo smashing things in 
anger. Financial District / 
Falstaffian / Rubenesque 
Iweedledums need not 
apply. Half-joking 

inquiries only. (19124 
SENSUOUS, HONEST 
Monogamous WPF with 
SOH, roots in the ‘50s 
and plans for the next 
century seeks ecological- 
ly minded, active NS M 
for adventure and friend- 
ship. Letters only, 19114 
IT’S ALL IN THE 
FINDING... 


sensual 


Petite, eclectic, 


Personals Systen. 


USING THE SYSTEM 
To LISTEN & RESPOND Call 1-900-288-1157 
(Optimis!. Personals cost $2.19 per minute, 18 or 
older), Enter the 6 digit Code tor the person you want 10 
meet, of browse and respond 16 operators instructions. 
To PLACE YOUR FREE Ap Call 413-586-OPTI 
from 9 am. to 5 p.m. Monday-Fiday. Ask for the 
Personals Department and we will help you write 
your ad and give you instructions on using our 


Please choose a Category: 


creative DWF, 40; impa- 
tient with chance meet- 
ings and New England 
hibemation.... passionate 
about music, words, eth- 
nic food, good wine, and 
country living. Seeking to 
stretch romantic fate with 
sincere, sensitive, adven- 
turous S/DM, North 
Valley/South VT area 
(19106 


PURRFECT PAIR 
2 cool, SWF, college cit- 
tens (domesticated but 
not declawed) ISO 2, NS, 
SWM tuff tomeats 18-22 
We are looking for a 
feline good time! 19102 


T LIKE BIG GUYS WHO 
LIKE TO CUDDLE AND 
COMMIT 
Happy SWF, 25, full-fig- 
ured, loves to laugh, cud- 
die, talk, seeks a guy who 
wears a smile, has a great 
personality, is not a 
couch potato, loves foot- 
ball and honesty! (19099 
SWF, 44, NURSE 
With children, 5'4” 
medium build. Looking 
for LTR w/ sensitive, car 
ing man to share hopes 
and dreams with. | prefer 
a medium to heavyset 
man. Beard a plus, Must 
like kids, 

(19068 

SWF, 47, ATTRACTIVE 
Trim, dark hair & eyes, 
Seeks 
same qualities in a 
S/DWM, 42-49 
share these same quali 


Letters only. 


and_ personable 


if we 


Mail to: OPTIMIST. PERSONALS, 
| Brewster Court 


Northampton, MA 01060 


‘Optimist Personals |s for single people 18 or over seeking relationships To ensure your sate 
Personals reserves the right to reject any advertisem ent. Optimist Personals assum a no rex 


OW seeking M 


ties, lets discuss our simi- 
lar interests. No single 
parents, No voice mail 
Letters only. (19018 


TRUE FIDELITY 
Tall, handsome, musical, 
holistic, spiritual SWM, 
32, seeking 
minded goddess who can 
sing her heart’s desire 
(19144 

VM FORTUNATE, 

1 LOVE LIFE 

SWM, 46, 61”, 180 Ibs. 
attractive, 


familiar 


professional, 
very sensitive and secure, 
lives on a pristine pond in 
the mountains, Interests: 
anything outdoors — gar 
dening, walks, 
canoeing, picking wild 
mushrooms. | enjoy din- 
ing out, good movies & 


long 


music. Possible relation. 
ship. 19142 
MY MOM SAYS I’M 
HANDSOME 


aM seeking W 


¥ 


System. 


Optimag 
@aol.com. 


WOMEN 


SWM, 26, 61", slim. SF, 
18-30, let’s go out on the 
town and have some fun 
and maybe a little 
romance, (19136 


FIND THE RIVER 
SWM, 22, intelligent, 
sensual and_ attractive, 
ISO a SWF, 21-30, to 
share the glow of the can. 
dle, the flickers, the bold 
burgundy highlights of a 
93 Simi-Cabernet and 
strolls on Surfside in 
Nantucket and hugs that 
warm the soul. 19134 

BIKER? MAYBE... 
SWM, 35, decent look- 
ing, good person, smoker, 
digs coffee shops. 
Sometimes a little pot, 
sometimes a little drink 
You: decent looking, half 
a brain, local. My Harley 
is not to be considered a 
selling point! No 
bikerbabe posers! (19132 
WEEKEND GETAWAYS 
Mildly eccentric gener- 
‘ous SWM, sensitive with 
a loving heart, seeking a 
sexy, sensuous SWE, 20+, 


Fax to: 413958690412 
e-mail to: Optimag@aol.com 


seekingngENy 


I’M NOT GOING TO TELL YOU 
ABOUT MY GOOD LOOKS, 
the kinds of undergarments | wear, or how pretty 
my smile is. My mind is flooded with the words of 
ancient philosophers & Dylan, sunsets & stars... 
twenty and tired of the dating scene. (Letters only 
please.) (19148 


OW seeking W 


who would enjoy engag- 
ing in discreet fun and 
exciting 
Please write and send a 
descriptive letter. (19130 


HARLEY TIME 
Think spring and kick- 
start my heart. Attractive 
SWM, mid-30s, long dark 
hair and blue eyes ISO 
attractive WF who likes 
to talk. I've got passes to 
ski, let's leave early in the 
morning, (19126 

ONE-ON-ONE 
WM seeking F of any age. 
Be truthful, honest, and 
sincere, Looks unimpor 
fant, Kids are OK. Give 
me a call. 19120 


SINGLE GUY 
W, 30 yrs. old, attractive. 
| enjoy Noho, working 
out, eating out. Looking 
for classy, good-looking 
gal, 29-39, who has a 
zest for life and a good 
sense of humor, (19118 
INCARCERATED IN 
THE FLORIDA STATE 
PRISON 
SWM, 39, looking to 


encounters 


OM seeking M 


Send your ad to: 


2™= 413-586-OPTI 


G 


form a lasting friendship / 
relationship with S/DF; 
age, race, looks not 
important. | can receive 
letters only. 19116 
HIGHLY CREATIVE 
ARIES ARTIST, TALL W/ 
GOOD LOOKS 

50, prefers nature and 
freedom over money and 
Fit, resourceful, 
tactile, educated, good 
looks? Me too!! Looking 
for dancer, gypsy, of lithe 
and sultry nature; prefer 
letters to voice message. 


status. 


Incl. photo if possible. 
19112 

BI-CABIN FEVER BLUES 
SWM, 41, musician, 
forester, financially 
secure, out of hibemation 
and looking to meet an 
honest, positive F w/ her 
eyes in the country and 
her heart in the sun. Age, 
race unimportant but a 
good heart is. Kids OK. 
19110 

U CAN CALL ME A 
CHOKER! 

| am ready for you and a 


. 
n ist Personals cost $2.19 


March 14-20, 1996 


friend, gender optional. | 
am a male, average 
height, super build (wink, 
wink). (19108 
DWM, 44 

5/10", 195lbs., profes- 
sionally employed, 
Interests; sailing on Cape 
Cod, swimming, hiking, 
camping, country drives, 
movies, dining out. 
Interested in meeting 
S/DWE, 44-52, for dating, 
friendship, weekends at 
the ocean, LTR. Write 
now so that we can get 
acquainted before sum 
mer, 19104 


MONOGAMOUS 
WOMAN WANTED 
SWM, 5/10”, 240. Ibs., 
Christian values, enjoys 
working oul, some col- 
lege. Seeks honest, hum- 
ble, Rubenesque SWF for 
serious LTR. Photo help- 
ful: but not necessary. 

Letters please. (19098 
MY CARDS ARE ON 
THE TABLE 
SWM tired of playing 
games, Lam looking for a 
friend or a lover. | like 
classical music, Pavarotti 
& The Beatles, | am a 
NS/ND and seek the 
same. What do | Love? 
Chess, history, romance, 
and working and creating, 


with my hands...how 
about you? (19089 
SINGLE MALE, 
STUDENT 
Musician, 20,  6'2”, 


brown hair, blue eyes, 


S$ ~ SINGLE 

D- Divorneep 

W - Waive 

& - BLACK 

A> ASIAN 

J Jewisn 

W- HISPANIC 

M> MALE 

F-FeMace 

SOM - SENSE OF HUMOR 


None of the Above 


cavefully screen all responses. First meeting should occur in a public place. Ads and messages containing sexual suggestions or anatomical language will not be accepted, Optim ist 
Dlity lor the content oF reply in any Optimist Personals ad. The advertiser assumes com plete liability tor the content and ad replies to any advartisem ent or recorded message and for 
‘ary claims made against Optimist Personals, The advertiser agrees to indemnity and hold the Optimist and its employees and agents exempt from all costs and expenses (inchiding reasonable attorney fees, liabiities and dam ages resulting trom or caused by the publication or 
recording placed by the advertiser of any reply to any such advertisement), By using Optimist Personals, the advertiser agrees not to leave his/her phone number, last name or address in his/her voice greeting. Ads will be printed on a space-available basis, 


4 1 Brewster Court 
Northampton, MA 01060 


Call 413-586-OPTI from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Ask for the Personals Department 
and we will help you write your ad and give you instructions on using our Personals 


1-900-288-1157 


per minute and are 18+ 


ABBREVIATIONS 


seeks oy 18-25, 
Adventurous, lover of life, 
looking for same to just 
be ourselves and laugh, 
(19073 ji 


ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR A NEW LOVE? 
DWM, 43, honest & sin- 
cere wishes to meet a 
S/DF who enjoys outdoor 
activities, music, dancing 
& concerts. Warmer days 
will be here soon, let's 
enjoy them — together. 

(19057 


1 COULD CARE LESS IF 
YOU CALL 
only did this on a dare — 
so you don’t have to call 
YOU BIG JERK, By the 
way, I'm a GJf, 21. 
19140 
GENTLE, HONEST, 
LOVING 
GWE, 56, who is furslov: 
ing, full of life, affection 
ate, romantic seeks part 


nership. Friendship first 
— so let’s enjoy spending 
time, having fun, adven- 
lures, getting to know one 
another and eventual 
romantic moments. NS, 
(19096 
PLEASANTLY PLUMP 

49, down to earth, easy to 
know, fun-loving, hon- 
andent, 
sincere, no head games, 


esty a must, inde 


social drinker ok, smoker 


8 - BISEXUAL 

G- Gay 

© - CHmstiaAN 

P - PROFESSIONAL 
TV - TRANSVESTITE 
LTR - Lone TERM 
RELATIONSHIP 

160 - IN SEARCH OF 
NS - NON-SMOKING 
ND - NON-DRINKING 


oFriends e 


FIRST 40 WORDS FREE 
50¢ PER WORD THEREAFTE! 


LISTEN AND RESPOND TO ANY AD BY CALLING: 


ok, Interests are animals, 
crosswords, good 
movies, cooking, camp- 
ing, fishing. Seeking 
same or similar interests. 
No bis, (19048 


prior experience. Special 
arrangements with col- 
lege students solo or as 
pairs. Leave message 
whether to write or best 
time to call. 19138 


LET’S KEEP IT SIMPLE WYATT NEEDS VIRGIL 
Lesbian looking to meet | The Great — Santa-Fe 
other lesbians. I'm pretty | Traveling Medicine Show 


open and not too con- 
cerned w/ particulars. 
The only no-no’s are - 
drugs, alcohol and_ bis. 


is hitting the trail, HIV+ 
looking for a long lasting- 
hard driving cowpoke to 
share chuck wagon & 


19003, bed roll. Saddle your 
horse, don your spurs, 
drop a note. Photo and 
gets mine. (19100 

NONE OF 
SEEKING YOUNG THE ABOVE 
ADULT MALES 


18+, who are looking for 
a “good time” from a 
well-experienced, skillful 
man, Any background or 


LIVE-RELATIONSHIP 
Bi-curious, 30, 61", 241 
Ibs, long brown hair, role- 


forwarded, 


Optimist Personals) t 


eee Geen @-. 


© wevo tHe rest 


Optimist Personal calls cost $2.19 per minute. 18+ only. 


player, Gemini cross- 
dresser, seeks SWF/DWF, 
18-52, for a live-in com- 
mitment. Attractive cross- 
dressers also welcome, 
Looking for a woman 
who is Sagittarius, Leo, 
Aries, Aquarius, Libra, 
Gemini open-minded. 
(19150 

NATURE BUFF 
SWM, 40s, a little over- 
weight, likes photogra- 
phy, movies, Moonstone 
Beach, animals, long dri- 
ves, flea markets, and the 
Cape. Seeks SWF, 25-45, 
NS or considerate smok- 
er for lasting relationship, 
Please write, photo 
optional. (19146 
WINE SHOP WOMAN 
1 came in to buy wine, 
but instead you caught 
my eye! We've met 
before, but I'd really like 


(o 


*Mail larger envel 


RESPONDING TO A 
PERSONAL BY MAIL 


1) Place the letter of the person you want to reach 

in a 32¢ stamped envelope. 

2) Write ONLY the box number you are 

to in the middle of the envelope. 

3) Write check or money order for $5 payable to 
timist Publications® ‘aad 

4) Place the envelope & money in a larg- 


to: Optimist Personals 


1 Brewster Court, Northampton, MA 01060 


‘Letters will not be forwarded without a full prepayment. You will not be billed. 


to know you better — 
give me a call, Send mea 
letter. STILL SINGLE. 
19128 

NYLON FOOT LOVER 
Would like S women to 
write to me for foot fun 
and maybe more. Please 
write. Let's meet and 
have some fun, I'm a 
SWM, 36yrs old. (19051 


RESPOND 
BY EMAIL! 


Type up a dashing piece of e-mail to someone you'd 
like to meet in the Optimist Personals. 


E-mail the letter and selected box number to: 
Optimag@aol.com. You must attach your name, address, 
phone number, and e-mail address, or the e-mail will not be 


Optimist Personals, 1 Brewster Court, Northampton, MA 01060 


Mail a check or money order (made out to 


HISPANIC LESBIAN 
23-year-old looking for 
fun & outgoing females 
to go club-hopping with! 
Age/race/lifestyle unim- 
portant, (19097 


E-MAIL WILL NOT BE FORWARDED WITHOUT A 
PREPAYMENT OF $5 PER E-MAIL FORWARDED. 
YOU WILL NOT BE BILLED. 


by Sally Brompton 


ARIES 


(March 21 — April 19): You are 
about to be called upon to 
repay a debt or promise. You 
are well advised to do so with 
good grace. A Sun-Saturn 
alliance is urging you to do 
your duty, but to do so grudg- 
ingly is worse than not doing so 
at all. 


TAURUS 
(April 20 - May 20): Venus, 
your ruler, in your birth sign, 
supported by Jupiter, is encour- 
aging you to broaden your hori- 
zons and spread your wings. 
Not everyone, however, seems 
as supportive as you would 
choose. Be patient, and others 
will come ‘round to your way 
of thinking. 


(May 21 - June 20): A profes- 
sional or financial responsibility 
is getting harder to handle, and 
you could be forgiven for hav- 
ing second thoughts. You 
would, however, be better off 
playing for time than making 
any sudden or rush decisions 
you may live to regret. 


NCER 


(June 21 - July 22): A New 
Moon in Pisces highlights travel 
and new initiatives, but first 


you must sort out a long-run- 
ning problem at home or work 
Before you can come up with a 
satisfactory solution, you will 
need to separate the realily 
from the wishful thinking: 


(July 23 - Aug. 22): Don’t be 
deterred or distracted by some- 
one who appears to be trying to 
confuse the issue in relation toa 
personal aim or ambition. You 
will have a clearer idea of your 
true goals after the Sun, your 
ruler, changes signs on 


Wednesday. 


VIRGO 


(Aug. 23 — Sept. 22): A Sun- 
Saturn conjunction suggests 
that a partner or loved one is 
about to demand what he/she 
considers to be their rightful _ 
dues, Since it is quite likely that 
you won't see eye-to-eye, start 
working on a realistic compro- 
mise which will satisfy all con- 
cerned. 


LIBRA 


(Sept. 23 — Oct. 22): Someone 


Your Weekly Horoscope 


Forecast for the Week of Mar. 18 - Mar. 24, 1996 


| 
1-900-288-1157 ) 


close seems determined. to 
cause waves, and you need to 
get to the root of the matter, It 
may be that they are feeling 
neglected, resentful or frustrat- 
ed — and in all three cases — 
the solution could be in your 
hands. Take action not 
umbrage. 


SCORPIO 


(Oct, 23 — Nov, 21): Don’t let 
others force you into a situation 
which is liable to cause you to 
suppress your emotional needs. 
It’s far better to take advantage 
of Tuesday’s New Moon to 
express yourself creatively, 
romantically or through a fami- 
ly venture, 


SAGITTARIUS 


(Nov. 22 — Dec. 21): Everyone 
has different priorities when it 
comes to spending money, but 
now your ruler Jupiter support- 
ed by Venus is giving you the 
chance to indulge yourself as 
only you know how, Don’t get 
carried away — the bills still 
have to be paid. 


CAPRICORN 


(Dec, 22 — Jan, 19): Clear the 
decks, do what has to be done 
and then do what you want to 
do. Saturn, your ruler, is setting 
you a task but, by Tuesday, you 
can relax and have fun. Just 
remember that everything in 
life has a price. 


AQUARIUS 


(Jan. 20 — Feb, 18): A financial 
decision has to be made — just 
be sure that you base it on hard 
facts rather than pipe dreams 
The Sun and Saturn in Pisces 
suggest that you have taken a 
back seat for long enough. Now 
it is your turn to drive 


(Feb. 19 — March 20): Positive 
planetary influences in your 
birth sign are giving you the 
opportunity to make your pres- 
ence and your feelings felt 
Don’t, however, give away 
more than is necessary. In the 
not too distant future, you'll be 
glad to have a few aces up your 
sleeve. 


For your extended weekly and birthday 
forecasts by Sally Brompton, call 1-900- 
420-3888 from a touch-tone phone. Your 
call will be billed at 99 cents per minute. 
If you are under 18, please get parental 
permission. Sally Brompton’s forecast 
line: 1-900-420-3888, 
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Want 
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Per Week a 


Lease from 


: 6 ae Per Week 


“EVERY BIT THE DIFFERENCE” 


Passat GLS 


434 Memorial Avenue, West Springfield, MA 
Call 785-1631 Toll Free 1-800-446-1981 


OPEN SUNDAYS 12 to 4 


48 month closed-end lease with purchase option. Taxes, security deposit, 1st payment, title & registration plus $450 acquisition fee due 
at signing. 12,000 miles per year. For monthly payment multiply weekly payment x52 divided by 12 plus tax 
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